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As I stood by yon roofless tower. 

Where the wa*flower scents the dewy air. 
Where the howlet mourns in her iry bower 

And tells the midnight moon her care ; 
The winds were laid, the air was still. 

The stars they shot along the sky ; 
The fox was howling on the hill. 

And the distant echoing glens reply. 
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CHAPTER I. 



The driren thorouglL tlie wood went, 

For to raise tlie deer ; 
Bowmen bickered upon the bent^ 

With their broad arrows dear. 

The wylde tborongb the woods wentj 

On every side shear ; 
Qrehonnds throogh the groyes glent» 

For to Idll thir deer. 

BaOadof Checy Chase, old EdU. 

The appointed, morning came in cold and 
raw, after the manner of the Scottish March 
weather* Dogs yelped, yawned, and shivered, 
and the huntsmen, though hardy and cheerful 
in expectation of the day's sport, twitched their 
mawds, or lowland plaids, close to their throats, 
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and looked with some dismay at the mists which 
floated about the horizon, tiow threatening to 
sink down on the peaks and ridges of prominent 
mountains, and now to shift their position under 
the influence of some of the uncertain gales^ 
which rose and fell aliemately^ as they swept 
along the valley. 

Nevertheless the appearance of the whole 
formed, as is usual in almost all departments of 
the chase, a gay and a jovial spectacle. A brief 
truce seemed to have taken place between the 
nations, and the Scottish people appeared for 
the time rather as exhibiting the sports of their 
mountains in a friendly manner to the accom« 
plished knights and bonny archers of Old Eng- 
land, than as performing a feudal service, neither 
easy nor dignified in itself, at the instigation 
of usurping neighbours. The figures of the ca- 
valier^' now half seen^ how exhibited fully, and 
at the height of strenuous exertion, according to: 
the chatacter of the dangemus and broken ground^ 
particttliEffly attracted ike attention of the pedeflH 
trians, 'vAdyi*. leading the dogs or beating .the 
tbicketSi £sfodg^ saeh objects of chase as they: 
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foimd in the ilingles^ and kept tkif ayes fixed 
upon their etimpBXMDBf rendered more renuffk- 
aUe from being moimted, and the speed at whidi 
ikey urged their hones; the disregard of all ao» 
oidents being as perfect as Melton Mowbray it* 
self, or any other noted field of hunters of the 
present day, can exhibit* 

The prindples on which modem and ancient 
hnnting were conducted, are, however, asdifier* 
ent as possible. A flax, or eren a hare is, in our 
own day, ooniddered as a sufficient apology for a 
day's exercise to forty or fifty dogs, and nearly 
as many men and horses ;.but the ancient chase, 
even though not terminating, as it often did, in 
battle, carried with it objects more important, and 
an interest immeasurably more stirring* If in- 
deed one specdes of exercise can be pointed out 
as more universally exhilarating and engrossing 
tikan others, it is certainly that of the chase. The 
poor overlaboured drudge, who has served out 
his day of life, and wearied att his enei^es in 
die service of las fellow mortakn-he who has 
been for many yean the days of agriculture, or 
(stSl worse) of manu&ctarea-^^ngaged in raising 
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a'smgle peck'of com from year to year, or in the 
monotonous labours of the desk — can hardly re- 
main dead to the general happiness when the 
diase sweeps past liim widi hound and horn, and 
for a moment feels all the exultation of the 
proudest cavalier who partakes the amusement. 
Let any one who has witnessed the sight, recall 
to his imagination the vigour and lively interest 
which he has seen inspired into a village, inclu- 
ding the oldest and feeblest Of its inhabitants. 
In the words of Wordsworth, it is, on such.oc* 
casions, 

** up, Timothy, up with your staff and away. 
Not a Boul will remain in the village to-day ; 
The hare has just started frMn Hamilton's grounds, 
And Skiddaw is glad with the cry of the hounds." 

But compare these inspiring sounds to the 
burst of' a whole ' feudal population enjoying 
the sport, whose lives, instead of being spent 
in the monotonous toil of modem avocations, 
have been agitated by the hazards of war, and of 
the chiatse, its near resemblance, and you must 
necessarily* suppose that the excitation is ex- 
tended, like a fire which catches to dry heath. 
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To use die common expression, borrowed £pom 
another amusement, all is fish that comes in 
the net on such occasions. An ancient hunting* 
match (the nature of the carnage excepted) was 
almost equal to a modem battle, when the strife 
took place on the sur&ce of a varied and unequal 
country. A whole district poured forth its in- 
habitants, who formed a ring of great extent, 
caUed technically a tinchel, and, advancing and 
narrowing their circle by degrees, drove before 
them the alarmed animalH of every kind; all and 
each of which, as they burst firom the thicket or 
the moorland, were objects of the bow, the jave- 
]in, or whatever missile weapons the hunters pos« 
sessed ; while others were run down and worried 
by large greyhoimds, or more frequently brought 
to bay, when the more important persons present 
qhumed for themselves the pleasure of putting 
them to death with their chivalrous hands, incur-*, 
ring individually such danger as is inferred from 
a mortal contest even with tiie timid buck, 
when he is brought to the deatii-struggle, and 
has no choice but yielding his life, or putting 

a2 
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kimself upon the defenarve^ by tbe aid of his 
gplendid antlers, and widi all the coumge of 
despaif. 

The qtiaiitity of game found in Douglas Daler 
on lihig occasion was very considerable, for, m 
already noticed, it was a long time since s 
hunting upon a great scale had been attempt^ 
ed under the Douglasses themselves, whose 
misfortttnes had commenced, seyerid years be-» 
fbre, nHth those of their country. The English 
garrison, too, had not sooner judged {hemselveflr 
strong or numerous enough to exercise these 
Tslued feudal privileges* In the meantime the 
game increased considerably. The deer, the 
wild cattle, and the wild boars, lay near the foot 
of the mountains, and made frequent irruptiona 
into the lower part of the valleys which in Dou-. 
glas Dale bears no small resemblance 1» an oasiii, 
surrounded by tangled woods and broken moors, 
occasionally rocky, and showing large tracts of 
that bleak dominion to which wild creatures giad^ 
ly escape when preesed by the neighbourhood 
of man. 
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• As the Gutters tniTafted die qM>tiwliidi8epa» 
wted tibe field from the wood, there ivas always 
a BtmralatiDg uncertaintjr what sort of game was 
to be found, and the maricsman, with his bow 
ready bent, or his javelin poised, and his good 
and well-bitted horse thrown npon its haunchesi 
ready for a sudden starts observed watchfully 
what should mah from the covert, so tiiat, were 
it deer, boar, wolf, wild cattle, or any other spe- 
des of game, he iB%ht be in readiness* 

The wol^ which, on aecount of its ravages^ 
was the most obnoxious of the beasts of prey^ 
did not, however, supply the degree of diversioir 
which his name promised ; he usually fled fiu^— 
in soKtf e instances many miles — ^before he tocfc 
courage to turn to bay, and though formidable at 
soeh moments, destroying both dogs and men by 
his terrible bite, yet at other tunes was rather de- 
jqpised for his cowardice* The boar, on the othsf 
hand, was a much more irascible and courageous 
animaL 

The wild cattle, the most fkwmidable of aH 
the tenants of the ancient Caledonian forest^ 
were, however, to the English cavaliers^ by fior 
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the most interesting objects of pursuit* A1-* 
together, the ringing of bugles, the clatterii^g of 
horses' hoofs, the lowing and bellowing of the. 



* These Bolls Are thus described by Hector Boetius, concerning 
whom he sajra — " In tliis wood (namely the Caledonian wood,) 
were sometime white bulls, with crisp and curling manes, like 
fierce lions ; and though they seemed meek and tame in the rema- 
nent figure of their bodies, they were more wild than any othec 
beasts, and had such hatred against the society and company of 
men, that they never came in the woods nor lesuries whoe they 
fi>imd any foot or hand thereof jmd many days after they eat not of 
ihe herbs that were touched or handled by man. These bulls were * 
so wild, that they were never taken but by slight and crafty labour^ 
and so impatient, that after they were taken they died from insup* 
portable , dolour. As soon as any man invaded these bulls, they 
rushed with such terrible press upon him that they struck him to 
the enrth, Uking no 'fear of hounds, sharp lances, or other most 
penetrative-weapons.'*— -jSoeh'tM, Chroiu Scot, Vol. L page xxxiz. 

The wild cattle of this breed, which are now only known in one 
Insnor in England, that of CHuIliDgham Castle, in Northumberland, 
were, in the memory of man, still preserved in three places in Scot- 
land^ namely, Drumlanng, Cumbernauld, and the park at Hamil- 
ton Palace, at all. of which places, except the last, I believe they 
^ve now been destroyed, on account of their ferocity. But 
though those of modem days were remarkable for their T$rhite co- 
lour, with black muzzles, and exhibiting, in a small degree, the 
|>1ack mane, about three or four inches long, with which the bulls 
in particular were distinguished, they do not l^ any means com^ 
Hear the terrific description g^ven us by the ancient authors, which 
li«i made some naturalists think that these animals probably refisr 
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enraged moimtain cattle, the sobs of deer man* 
gled by throttling dogis, the wild shouts of ^xultr 
ation of the men, — ^made a chorus whidi extend- 
ed far through the scene in which it arose, and 
seemed to threaten the inhabitants of the valley 
even in its inmost recesses. 

During the course of the hunting, when a', 
stag or a boar was expected, one of the wild 
catUe often came rushing forward, bearing down 
the young trees, crashing the branches in its pro- 
gress, and in general dispersing whatever oppo- 
sition was presented to it by the hunters. Sir 
John de Walton Was the only one of the chivalry 
of the party who individually succeeded in faas- 
tering one of these powerful animals. Like 



to a different species, thougK possessing tKe same general liabits, 
9nd included in tlie same genus. The bones which are often dis- 
covered in Scottish mosses belong certainly to a race of animals 
much larger than those of Chillingham, which seldom grow to 
above 80 stone (of 1 4 lbs.), the general weight varying from 60 to 
80 stone. We should be accounted very negligent by one class of 
readers, did we not record that the beef furnished by those cattle 
is of exceOent flavour, and finely' marbled. 
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a Spenidi tamidor, lie bcnre down and 
widi his lance a ferocious bull ; two well grown 
calves and three kiae were also slain, being nn* 
able to carry off the quantity of arrows, jaye«« 
lins, and other missilfts, directed against them, 
by the archers and drivers; bnt many oihers» 
in spite of every endeavour to intercept them, 
escaped to their gloomy haunts in the remote 
fldurts of the mountain called Caimtable^ with 
tiieir hides well feathered with those marks oC 
human enmity. 

. A large portion of the momii^ was spent in 
this way, untpil a particular blast from the mastet 
of the hunt announced that he had not forgol 
the discreet custom of the repast, which, on sudt 
occasions, was provided for upon a scale propor- 
tioned to the multitude who had been convened 
to attend the sport 

The blast peculiar to the time, assembled the 
whole party in an open space in a wood, where 
their numbers had room and accommodation to 
sit down upon the green turf, tiie slain game af- 
fording a plentiful supply for roasting mr 



CA8TI<B BANGBROV8. IS 

ing9 an employment in which the lower dam 
werr all immediately engaged ; while pvncheonr 
and pqpes, placed in readiness, and scientifically 
opened, supplied Gascoigne wine, and mighty 
ak^ at the pleasure of those who chose to appeal 
to them. 

The knights, whose rank did not admit <tf 
intaferenoe, were seated by thenuelyei, and 
ministered to by their squires and pages, to^ 
whom such meniid services were not accounted 
difigracefiil, bn^ on the contrary^ a proper step 
of their education. The number of those diA* 
tittgpiifthed persons seated upon the present oce»* 
sion at the table of dais, as it was called, (in 
virtue of a canopy of green boughs with which 
it was overshadowed,) comprehended Sir John 
de Walton,' Sir Aymer de Valence, and some re- 
verend brethren dedicated to the service of Saint 
Bride, who, though Scottish ecclesiastics, were 
treated with becoming respect by the English 
soldiers. One or two Scottish retainers or vavap 
sours, maintaining, perhaps in prudence, a suit** 
able deference to the English knights, sat at the 
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bottom of the table, and as many English archers» 
peculiarly respected by their superiors, were 
invited, according to the modem phrase, to the- 
honours of the sitting. 

Sir John de Walton sat at the head of the table ; 
his eye, though it seemed to have no > certain 
object, yet never for a moment remained sta- 
tionary, but glanced from one countenance to 
another of the ring formed by his guests, for 
sudi they all were, no doubt, /though he himself 
could hardly have told upon what principle 
he had issued the invitations; and even appa- 
rently was at a loss to think what, in one or two- 
caises, had procured him the honour of their pre- 
sence. 

One person in particular caught De Walton's 
eye, as having, the air of a redoubted man-at-' 
arms, although it seemed as if fortune had not of 
late smiled upon his enterprise^ He was a tall 
raw-boned man, of an extremely rugged coun- 
tenance, and his skin, which shewed itself through 
many a loophole in his dress, exhibited a com** 
plexion which must have endured all the varie-^ 
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ties of an outlawed life ; and akin to one wlio 
liad} according to the customary plirase, *^ ta'en * 
the bent with Robin Bruce/' in other words, occu- 
pied the moors with him as an insurgent. Some* 
such idea certainly crossed De Walton's mind. 
Yet the apparent coolness, and absence of alarm, 
with which the stranger sat at the board of an 
English officer, at the same time being wholly in 
his power, had much in it which was irreconcilable' 
with any such suggestion. De Walton, and several 
of those about him, had in the course of the day 
observed that this tattered cavalier, the most re« 
markable parts of whose garb and equipments 
consisted of an old coat-of-mail and a rusted yet- 
massive partisan about eight feet long, was pos- 
sessed of superior skill in the art of hunting to 
any individual of their numerous party. The go- 
vemor^having looked at this suspicious figure un- 
til he had rendered tiie stranger aware of the 
special interest which he attracted, at length fill« 
ed a goblet of choice wine, and requested him, 
as one of tiie best pupils of Sir Tristrem who 
had attended upon the day's chase, to pledge him 
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itt a vintage sopierior ta tliat supplied to tfie ge- 
neraL company. 

^ I suppose, however, sir/' isaid De Walton^ 

« 

<^ yon will bave'no objectimis to put off my 
diallenge of a brimmer, nntil yon can answer* 
my pledge in Ciaseoigne wine^^whieh grew in the 
king's own demesne, was pressed for his own lip^- 
fOid is therefore fittest to be emptied to his ma^ 
jesty's health and prosperity.'^. 

*^^ One half of the island of Britain," said the 
woodsman, with great composure, ^* will be of 
your honour's opinion; but as I belong to the 
odier half, even the chmeest Bquor in Gascony 
cannot render that health acceptable to me." 

A murmur of disapprobation ran through the^ 
wairiors present ; the priests hung their heads^ 
looked deadly grave, and muttered their pater-i^ 
Rosters* 

^ You see, stranger," said De Waiton sternly, 
<^ fliat your speech discomposes the company.'^ 

^ It may be so," replied the man, in the same 
blunt tone ; *^ and it may happen that there m 
BO harm in the speech notwithstanding." 
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^ Dp ymi ooaatder that it is made in ny pre« 
sence ?'' answered De Walton* 

« Yea, Sir Goremer." 

^^ And hare jou llianght wliat mnBt be die 
neoesaary inference ?' coatiniied De Walton. 

^* I may form a .vmnd guess," answered th» 
steanger, ** wliat I might have to fear, if your 
safe condnctand word of honoor, when inviting 
me to this hunting, were less trustworthy than; 
I know full well it really is* But I am your 
gliest — ^your meat is even now passing my throat 
-t^yowt cup, filled with right good wine, I have 
just now quaffed off — and I would not fear the 
rankest. Paynim infidel, if we stood in such re« 
lation together, much less an En^ish knight* 
I tell you, besides;, Sir Knight, you undervalue 
ft^e. wine we have qualEed. The high flavour 
and contents of your cup, grow where it will, 
give me spiAt to tell you one or two ciicum- 
stances, which cold cautions sobriety would, in 
a moment like this, have left unsaid. You wish, 
I doubt not, to know wlic^ I am ? My djristaan 
name is Michael — my surname is that of Turn** 
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bull, a redoubted clan, to whose honours, even 
in the field of hunting or of battle, I have added 
something. My abode is beneath the moun- 
tain of Rubieslaw, by the fair streams of Teviot. 
You are surprised that I know how to hunt th« 
wild cattle, — I, who have made them my sport 
from infancy in the lonely forests of Jed and 
Southdean, and have killed more of them than 
you or any Englishman in your host ever saw, 
even if* you include the doughty deeds of this 
day." 

The bold borderer made this declaration with 
the same provoking degree of coolness which 
predominated in his whole demeanour, and was 
indeed his principal attribute. His effrontery did 
not £eu[1 to produce its effect upon Sir John de 
Walton, who instantly caUed out, *^ To arms ! to 
arms ! — Secure the spy and tnator ! Ho ! pages 
and yeomen^-^ William, Anthony, Bend-the-bow^ 
and Greenleaf — seize the traitor, and bind him 
withyour.bowstringsanddog.leasKes-bindhi.„, 
I say, imtiLthe bloody start from beneath, his 
nails !" . 
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<< Here is a goodly summons !" said Turn- 
bull, with a sort of horse-laugh. ** Were I as 
sure of being answered by twenty men I could 
name, there would be small doiibt of the upshot 
of this day.'* 

The archers thickened around the hunter, 
yet laid no hold on him, none of them being 
willing to be the first who broke the peace pro- 
per to the occasion. 

« Tell me," said De Walton, « thou traitor, 
for what waitest thou here ?" 

^^ Simply and solely,'' said the Jed forester, 
** tibat I may deliver up to iiie Douglas the castle 
of his ancestors, and that I may insure thee. Sir 
Englishman, the payment of thy deserts, by cntr 
ting that very throat which thou makest such a 
bawling use oV* 

At the same time, perceiving that the yeomen 
were crowding behind him to carry their lord's 
commands into execution so soon as they should 
be reiterated, the huntsman turned himself short 
round upon those who appealed about to surprise 
him, and having, by the suddenness of the actionji 
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Muced Ihem to step back a pace, he {nrooeeded 
— '^ Yes, Jehn de Walton, my purpose was ere 
now to have put tkee to death, as one whom I 
find in poflsession of that castle and territoif 
which belong to my master, a knight nmch more 
worthy than thyself; but I know not why I have 
paused — ^thoa hast given me food when I hare 
hungered fw twenty-four hours, I hare not there- 
fore had the heart to pay thee at advantage aa 
thou hast deserved. Begone from this place and 
country, and take the ftir warning of a foe ; thou 
hast constituted thyself the mortal enemy of this 
people, and Ihere are tiiose among them who 
have seldom been injured or defied with iiupi- 
«nity. Take no care in searching after me, — it 
.will be in vaia, — until I meet thee at a time which 
will come at my pleasure, not thine. Push not 
your inquisition into cruelty, to dkcoTer by what 
laeans I have deceived you, £ur it is impossible 
lor you to leam; and with this firiendly advice, 
look at me and ttke yomr leave, for aldiou^ we 
•hall C0e day meet, it may be long ere I see 
jpu again.*' 
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De WallOD vemaified nlent, hoping that Ub 
prisofier, (£ar lie saw bo chance of his escaping,) 
might, in his commimicatiye hnmour, drop some 
more information, and was not desirous to pre- 
cipitate a fray with which the scepe was likely 
to conclude, unconscious at the same time of the 
advantage which he thereby gave the daring 
hunter. 

As TumbuU concluded his sentence, he made 
a sudden spring backwards, which carried him 
out of the circle formed around him, and before 
they were aware of his intentions, at once disap- 
peared among the underwood. 

<^ Seize him — seize lam !" repeated De Wal- 
ton ; ^^ let us have him at least at our discretion, 
unless the earth has actually swallowed him." 

This indeed appeared not unlikely, for near 
the place where Tumbull had made the spring, 
there yawned a steep ravine, into which he 
plimged, and descended by the assistance of 
branches, bushes, and copsewood, until he reach- 
ed the bottom, where he found some road to 
die outskirta of the forest, through which he 
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made his escape, leaving the most expert woods- 
men among the pursuers totally at fault, and 
unable to trace his footsteps. 
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CHAPTER IL 



This interlude carried some confusioii into 
the proceedings of the hunt, thus suddenly surw 
prised by the apparition of Michael Turpbidl^* 
an armed and avowed follower of the House of* 
Douglas, a sight so little to be expected in the 
territory where his master was held a rebel and 
a bandit, and where he himself must have been 
well known to most of the peasantry present. 
The circumstance made an obvious impression on 
the English chivalry* Sir John de Walton looked 
grave and thoughtful, ordered the hunters to be 
assembled on the spot, and directed his soldiers 
to commence a strict search among the persons 
.who had attended the chase, so as to discover 

VOL. IV. B 
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whether Turabull had any companions among 
them; but it was too late to make that enquiry 
in the strict fiishion which De Walton directed. 

The Scottish attendants on the chase^ when 
they beheld that the hunting, under pretence of 
which they were called together, was interrupted 
for the purpose of laying hands upon their per- 
sons, and subjecting them to examination, took 
care to suit their answers to the questions put 
to fliem; in a word, they kept their own secret, 
if they had any. Many of them, oonscioofl of 
being the weaker party, became afraid of foul 
play, ftlipt away from the places to which they 
had been appointed, and left the huntiog-matdi 
tike men who conceived they had been invited 
with no friendly intent Sir John de WaltoB; 
became awlure of the decreasing numbers of tiie 
Scottish — their gradual disappearaiwe awdkeja- 
lag in the English knight Ant degree of suspi- 
<jon which had of late become his peculiar idia^ 
racteristic. 

<' Take, I pxay thee/' said he to Sir Aymer de 
.Valence, ^^ as many meu'^at-arms as thou canst 
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get togeAer in fire minutes space^ and at least 
a hundred of the mounted archen, and ride as 
fast as thou canst, without pennitting them to 
Btn^gle from thy standard, to reinforce the gar« 
rison of Douglas ; for I have my own thoughts 
what may hare been attempted on the casde, 
when we observe with our own eyes sudi a nest 
of traitors here assembled." 

*< With reverence, Sir John," replied Aymers 
<< you shoot in this matter rather beyond the 
mark. That the Scottish peasants have bad 
tfaou^ts against us, I will be the last to deny ; 
but long debarred from any silvan sport, you 
cannot wonder at their crowding to any diver- 
sion by wood or river, and still less at their 
being easily alarmed as to the certainty of the 
safe footing on which they stand with us. The 
least rough usage is likely to strike them widi 
fear, and with the desire of escape, and so"-^ 

^« And so," said Sir John de Walton, who ha 
listened with a degree of impatience scarce con-* 
sistent with the grave and formal politeness which 
one knight was accustomed to bestow upon an* 
other, << and so I would rather see Sir Aym^r 
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de Valence busy his horse's heels to execute my 
orders, than give his tongue the trouble of im- 
pugning them." 

At this sharp reprimand, all present looked 
at each other with indications of marked dis- 
pleasure. Sir Aymer was highly offended, but 
saw it was no time to indulge in reprisaL He 
bowed until the feather which was in his barret- 
cap mingled with his horse's mane, and without 
reply — for he did not even choose to trust his 
voice in reply at the moment — ^headed a con- 
siderable body of cavalry by the straightest road 
back to the Castle of Douglas. 

When he came to one of those eminences 
froin which he could observe the massive and 
complicated towers and walls of the old forti'ess, 
with the glitter of the broad lake, which sur- 
rounded it on three sides, he felt much pleasure 
at the sight of the great banner of England, whidi 
streamed from the highest part of the building. 
«* I knew it," he inte^-nally said ; ** I was certain 
that Sir John de Walton had becotae a very wo- 
man in the indulgence of his fears and suspicions. 
Alas ! that a situation of responsibility riiould so 
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much have altered a disposition wUch I hare 
known so noble and so knightly ! By this good 
day, I scarce knew in what manner I should de« 
mean me when thus publicly rebuked before the 
garrison* Certainly he deserves that I should, 
at some time or other, let him understand, that, 
however he may triumph in the exercise of his 
short-lived command, yet when man is to meet 
with man, it will puzzle Sir John de Walton to 
show himself the superior of Aymer de Valence, 
or perhaps to establish himself as his equal. But 
if,, on the contrary, bis fears, however fantastic, 
are sincere at the moment he expresses them^ 
it becomes me to obey punctually commands, 
which, however absurd, are imposed in conse- 
quenpe of the governor's belief that they are 
rendered necessary by the times, and not inven- 
tions, designed to vex and domineer over his 
officers in the indulgence of his official powers* 
I would I knew which is the true statement of 
the case, and whether the once &med De WaU 
ton is become afraid of his. enemies more than 
fi^ a kn^ht, or makes imaginary doubts the 
pretext of tyrannizing over his friend. I cannot 



90 GUnXE DANGXaOUS^ 

My it wonld make much difference to me, Imt I 
would rather have it that the laan I once l<rrad 
had tamed a petty tyrant than a weaknipirited 
coward ; and I would be content that he timxid 
'study to vex me^ rather than be afraid of his osm 
shadow/' 

Withthese ideas passing in his mind, the yemiir 
Imight crossed ibm causeway which traversed tl^ 

piece of water that fed the moat» and^ passi]^ 

under the stm^ly fortified gateway, gave strict 

orders for letting down the portcuUis/and eleva^ 

ting the drawbridge, even at d» appearance of 

Pe Walton's own standard before it. 

. Aslowandguardedmovementfromthehnnt* 

ing-gronnd to the Castle of Douglas, gave the 

governor ample time to recover his temper, and 

to forget that his young friend had shown less 

alacrity than usual in obeying his conmiands. He 

was even disposed to treat as a jest the length 

«f time and extreme degree of ceremony with 

which every point of martial discipline was ob^ 

served on his own re-admisuon to the casde^ 

though the raw air of a wet spring evening 

whistled around his own unsheltered person, and 
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^bose of his fcdloweni, as they waited belbre the 
oastie^te for the exchange of paaswonisy the 
delivery of feyye, and all die slow miiitttias atteikU 
ant upon the movements of a garrison in a well^ 
gnarded foxtress. 

^* Come," said he to an old knight, who was 
peevishly blaming the lieutenants-governor, <^ it 
was my own hxit ; I spoke but now to Aymer 
de Valence widi more anliioritattve emphasis 
llian his newly dubbed dignity was pleased with, 
and this preeiie style of obedience is a jneoe of 
not uanatuml and very pardonaUe revenge. 
Well, we will owe him a return, Sir Philip^-*- 
Shall we not? This is not a night to keep a 
man at the gate/' 

This dialo^e, overheard by some of die 
squires and pages, was' bandied about from one 
to another, until it entirely lost the tone of good 
humour in which it was iqpoken, and the offeaoe 
was one for which Sir John de Walton and oU 
Sir Philip were to meditate revenge, and was 
said to have been represented by the governor as 
a piece of mortal and intentional offimce on the 
part of his subordinate officer. 
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Thus an increasing feud went on from day to 
day between two warriors, who, with no just 
eause of quarrel, had at heart every reason to 
esteem and love each other. It became visible 
in the fortress even to those of the lower rank, 
who hoped to gain some consequence, by inter- 
mingling in the species of emulation produced 
by the jealousy of the commanding officers — an 
emulation which may take place, indeed, in the 
present day, but can hardly have this same sense 
of wounded pride and jealous dignity attached to 
it, which existed in times when the personal 
honour of knighthood rendered those who pos-* 
sessed it jealous of every pimctilio. 

So many little debates took place between 
the two knights, that Sir Aymer de Valence 
thought himself imder the necessity of writing 
to his uncle and namesake, the Earl of Pem- 
broke, stating that his officer. Sir John de Wal- 
ton, had unfortunately of late taken some degree 
of prejudice against him, and that, after having 
borne wkh many provoking instances of his dis- 
pleasure, lie was now compeUed to request that 
his place of service should be changed from the 
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Castle of Douglas, to wherever honour could be 
acquired, and time might be given to put an end 
to his present cause of complaint against his 
commanding officer* Through the whole letter^ 
young Sir Aymer was particularly cttutious how 
ha expressed his sense of Sir John de Walton's 
jealousy or severe usage ; but such sentiments 
are not easily concealed, and in spite of him an 
air of displeasure glanced out from several pass* 
ages, and indicated his discontent with his uncle's 
old friend and companion in arms, and with the 
sphere of military duty which his uncle had him* 
self assigned him. 

' An accidental movement among the EngUsh 
troops brought Sir Aymer an answer to his let- 
ter sooner than he could have hoped for at that 
time of day, in the ordinary course of corre* 
spondence, which was then extremely slow and 
interrupted. 

Pembroke, a rigid old warrior, entertained 
the most partial opinion of Sir John de Walton^ 
who was a work as it were of his own hands» 
and was indignant to find that his nephew, whom 
he considered as a mere boy, elated by having 
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bttd the dignity of knighthood conferred xxptm 
him at an age unusually early, did not absolutely 
coincide with him in this <^inion. He replied to 
hjm, accordingly, in a tone of high duspleasnrc^ 
and expressed lumself as a person ef rank would 
write to a young and dependent kiiwnHiii upon, 
the duties of his profession ; and, as he gath^-, 
ed his nephew's cause o£ complaint from his 
own letter, he conceived that he did him no in* 
justice in making it sl^hter than it really wis* 
He reminded tiie young man Ast the study of 
chivalry consisted in the fidthful and patient 
discharge of military service, whetiier of high or 
low degree, aeeordii^ to the circnmstoioes in 
which war placed the champion. Tliat above aH, 
tlie post of danger, which Dimglas Castle had 
been termed by common consent, was also the 
poe^ of honour I aod that a young man should 
be cautiouis how he incurred the supposition o£ 
b^ng desiroiis of quitting his present honourable 
oommand, becaiHie he was tired of the discipliBo 
^ a military director so renowned as % Joha 
jte Walton. Mudi also tiiere was, as was natural 
in a letter of tiiat time, concermng ti&e d»ty dk 



ybimg meiB, n^tlier in oouoeil or in anus, to 
be guided implkidy by ikeir elders ; and it 
HBf ohsenred, wiAx jnstioef ihat the comiMinding 
cffioer» frfid had put bitii«elf into die situation of 
beiiig zesponsible with his honour, if not liis life, 
for Ike ereat of the aiege or blockade, might 
justlyi and in adegree more than eonunon, claim 
the im^teit cybreetion ef the whole defence* 
Lasdj, Pemlmilce reminded his nephew liiat be 
wa8» in a great meamre, dependent upon iJie 
r^H3ff t of Sir John de Walton for tbe dbaraet^ 
wittb be was to sustain in after life; and remind* 
ed him, tbat a few actions of headlong and in- 
ooa»d«rate Tsdoinr would not so firmly found bia 
military reputation, as months and years spent 
m r^ular, binnUe, and steady obedienee to Ibo 
oammands whidi tiie governor of Douglas Ca^ 
tie might think necessary in so dangerouii a 
Gonjuneture* 

TUb missiyeamved witbin so diort time aftear 
the despatch of the letter to wbieb it was a reply, 
&at 8h Aynaer was almost tempted to suppose 
liiat bis uncle bad some mode of eorresponding 
wltb Be Waltoui unknown to tibe young knight 
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himself) and to the rest of the garrison. And 
as the earl alluded to some particnlar displeasure 
which had been exhibited by De Valence on a 
late trivial occasion, his uncle's knowledge of 
this, and other minutise, seemed to confirm his 
idea that his own conduct was watchcfd in a man* 
ner which he did not feel honourable to himself 
or dignified on the part of his relative; in a 
word, he conceived himself exposed to diat sort 
of surveillance of which, in all ages, the young 
have accused the old. It hardly needs to say, 
that the admonition of the Earl of Pembroke 
greatly chafed the fiery spirit of his nephew ; 
itisomuch, that if the earl had tvished to write a 
letter purposely to increase the prejudices which 
he desired to put an end to, he could not have 
made use of terms better calculated for that 
effect. 

The truth was, that the old archer, Gilbert 
Greenleaf, had, without the knowledge of the 
young knight, gone to Pembroke's camp, in 
Ayrshire, and was recommended by Sir John de 
Walton to the earl, as a person who could give 
such minute information- respecting Aymer de 
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Valence, (is he might desire to receive* The old 
archer i^-as, as we have seen, a formalist, and 
when pressed on some points of Sir Aymer de. 
Valence^s discipline, he did not hesitate to throw, 
out hints, which, connected with those in' the 
knighf s letter to his uncle, made the severe old 
earl addpt too implicitly the idea that his nephew 
was indulging a spirit of insubordination, and a 
sense of impatience under authority, most danr 
gerous to the character of a young soldier. A^ 
little explanation might have produced a com- 
plete agreement in the sentiments of boUi ; but 
for fliis, fate allowed neither time nor opportu* 
nity ; and the old earl was unfortunately induced 
to become a party, instead of a negotiator, in 
the quarrel, ' 

** And by decbion more embroird the fray." 

. Sir John de Walton soon perceived, that the 
receipt of Pembroke's letter did not in any re- 
spect alter the cold ceremonious conduct of his 
lieutenant towards him, which limited their in- 
tercourse to what their situation r.endered indis- 
pensable, and exhibited no advances to any more 
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fiank or intimate connexion. Thus, as may 



sometimes be the case between officers in 
relative situations even at tiie presait day, tiiey 
remained in Aat odd stiff degree of oflBdal com* 
munication, in vhieli their intercourse was limited 
to as few expressions as the respectire duties of 
tiieir satnati<m absolutely demanded. 'Sneh ft 
stacte of misonderstanding is, in tenet, wonte thas 

• 

a downright quarrel; — the lalter may be ea> 
plained or apologized &r, or become tiie sobjeet 
of mediation ; but in such a case as the former, 
an edaircissemeni is as unlikely to take plaoe as a 
general engagement between two armies vMxik 
have taken up strong defensive positions on both 
sides* Doty, however, obliged tiie two principal 
persons in tiie garrison of Douglas Castie, to be 
often together, when they were so fer from seek- 
ing an opportunity of making up matters, that 
tiiey usually revived ancient subject of debate. 
Ifwas upon such an occanon that De Walton^ 
in a very fonnal manner, asked De Valence in 
what capacity, and for lu>w long time, it was his 
pleasure that the minstrel, called Bertram, dumU 
remain at tiie castie* 
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<^ A veek^' said the goyemor, <^ is certainly 
loQg enough, in this tune and place^ to expren 
the hospitality due to a minstrel." 

'< Certainly," replied die young man^ ^^ Ihave 
not interest enough in the subject to fonn a 
single wisk upon it" 

^ In that case," resumed De Walton, ^ I shall 
request of this pexson to cut short his visit at the 
Castle of Douglas." 

*< I know no particular interest," replied 
Aymer de Valence, *^ which I can possibly have 
in this man's motions. He is here under pretence 
of making some researches after the writings 
of Thomas of Erceldoun^ called tihe Rhymer, 
whidii he saiys are infinitely curious, and of 
wliich there is a volume in the old Baron's study, 
saved somehow fr^n die flames at die last cmh- 
flagradon. This toU, you know as much of his 
errand as I do ; and if you hold the presence of 
a wandering old man, and die neighbourhood 
of a boy, cbuageroue to the casde under jonr 
charge, yon will no doubt do well to dismiss^ 
them, — ^it will cost but a word of your mouth." 

<< Pardon me," said De Waltm; ^^ the minstret 
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came here as one of your retinue, and I eould 
not, in fitting courtesy, send him away without • 
your leave." 

" I am sorry, then," answered Sir Aymer, 
^^ in my turn, that you did not mention your 
purpose sooner. I never entertained a depend- 
ent vassal or servant, whose residence in the 
castle I would wish to have prolonged a moment • 
beyond your honourable pleasure." 

" I am sorry," said Sir John de Walton, " that 
we two have of late grown so extremely coui:- - 
teous that it is difficult for us to understand each 
other. This minstrel and his son come from 
we know not where, and are bound we know 
not whither. There is a report among some of 
your escort, that this fellow Bertram upon the 
way had the audacity to impugn, even to your 
&ce, the King of England's right to the crown 
of Scotland, and that he debated the point with 
you, while your other attendants were desired 
by you to keep behind and out of hearing." 

^^ Hah !" said Sir Aymer, ^^ do you mean to 
found on that circumstance any charge against 
my loyalty ? I pray you to observe, that such 
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an averment would toucli mine honour, which 
I am ready and willing to defend to the last 
gasp/'' 

** No doubt of it, Sir Knight,*' answered the 
governor; ^^ but it 19 the strolling minstrel, and 
not the high-bom English knight, against whom 
the charge is brought. Well! the minstrel 
comes to this castle, and he intimates a wish 
that his son should be allowed to take up his 
quarters at the little old convent of Saint Bride, 
where two or three Scottish nuns and friars are 
stiil permitted to reside, most of them rather 
out of respect to their order, than for any good- 
will which they are supposed to bear the Eng* 
lish or their sovereign. It may also be noticed, 
that this leave was purchased by a larger sum 
of money, if iny information be correct, than* is 
usually to be found in the purses of travelling 
minstrels, a class of wtoderers alike remarkable ' 
for their poverty arid for their genius. What 
do you think of all this ?' 

« I ?** — ^replied De Valence ; " I am happy 
that my sitlmtiob, as a soldier under command, 
alt<^etiier dispenses with my thinking of it at 
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all. My post, as lieutenant of yoor castle, is 
sach, that if I can manage matters so as to call 
my honour and my soul my own, I must tUiik 
Ikat quite enough of free-will is left at my com- 
mand ; and I promise you shall not have agam 
to reprove, or send a bad report of me to my 
undo, on that account/' 

^* This is beyond Sufferance !" said Sir John 
de Walton half aside, and then proceeded aloud 
-^*^ Do not, for Heaven's sake, do yourself and 
me the mjiistice of supposing that I am endea-* 
Youring to gain an advantage over you by these 
questions. Recollect, young knight, that wiien 
you evade ^vingyour commanding officer your 
advice when required, you fafl as rauek in point 
of duty, as if you declined affording him the 
assistance of your sword and lanoe.'' 

^ Such being the case," answered De ¥»• 
l^noe, *< let me know plainly on what matter it 
is that you require my opinion ? I will deliver 
it plainly, and stand by the result, even if I 
should have the mirfortune (a crime unpaidon- 
able in so ydung a man, and so inferior an .ott* 
cer) to differ frmn liiat of Sir John de WaltOD/' 
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^< Iwonldask you tihen, Sir Knight of Vft* 
leace," answered die governor, ^< what is yonr 
ofmiion with req>ect to this minstrd, Bertram^ 
and whedier the suspicions respecting hiai ua4f 
hia son are not such as to call qpon me, in per* 
fimnance of my duty, to put diem to a dose eza^ 
mination, with the question ordinary and extnn 
or£nary, as is usual in sndi cases, and to expel 
them not only £rom the castle, Imt from the 
wluole territory of Douglas Dale, under pain of 
scourging, if they be again found wandering in 
these ports." 

*' You. ask me my opinion,'^ said De Valence, 
^ and you shall hare it, Sir Ejiight of Walton^ 
as freely and fidrly , as if matters stood betwixt ua 
on SL footing as friendly as they ever did* I ag^ee 
with you, that most of thos^jrho in these days 
profess the science of minstrelsy, are altogetlKr 
unqualified to support die higher pretetDsions of 
diat noble order. Minstrels by righl^ are men 
who have dedicated themselves to die noble occu- 
pation of celebiatii^ knighdy deeds and gene^ 
io«8 piincqples ; it is in their verse diat die valiant 
kniglitis handed down to £une, and the poet has 
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a right, nay is bound, to emulate the virtues which 
he praises. The looseness of the times has dimi* 
nished the consequence^ and impaired the mo* 
ntlity of. this class of wanderers ; their satire and 
their praise are now too often distributed on. no 
other principle than love of gain ; yet let us hope 
that there are still among them some who knoWy 
and also willingly perform, their duty. My own 
opinion is, that this Bertram holds himself as one 
who has not shared in the degradation o£ his 
brethren, nor bent the knee to the mammon of 
the times ; it must remain with you, sir, to judge 
whether such a person, honourably and morally 
disposed, can. cause any danger to the Castle of 
Douglas. But believing, from the sentiments he 
has. manifested to me, that he is incapable of play- 
ing the part, of a traitor, I must strongly remon- 
strate against his being punished as one, or sob* 
jected to the torture within the walls of an Eng- 
lish garrison. I should blush for my country, if it 
required of us to inflict such wanton misery upon 
wanderers, whose sole fitult is poverty ; and your 
own knighdy sentiments will suggest more tiian 
would become me to state to Sir John de Walton, 
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unless in so far as is necessary to apologize for 
retaining my own opinion/' 

Sir Jobn de Walton's dark brow was stridken 
with red when he heard an opinion delivered in 
opplMsidon to his own, which plainly went to 
stigmatize his advice as ungenerous, unfeeling, 
and unkQightly. He made an effort to preserve 
his temper, while he thus replied with a degree 
of calmness. ^^ You have given your opinion, 
. Sir Aymer de Valence; and that you have given 
it openly and boldly, without regard to my owii, 
I -thank you* It is not quite so clear that I 
am obliged to defer my own sentiments to yours, 
in case the rules on which I hold my office — 
the cotnmands of the king — and the observations 
which I may personally have made, shall recom- 
metid to me a different Ime of conduct from 
that which you think it right to adopt." 

De Walton bowed, in conclusion, with great 
gravity; and the young knight, returning the 
reverence with exactly the same degree of stiff 
formality, asked whether there were any parti- 
cular orders respecting his duty in the castle ; 
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and having received an answer in the negative^ 
took his departure. 

Sir John de Walton^ after an expression of 
impatience, as if disappointed at finding that the 
advance which he had made towards an explana- 
tion with his young friend had proved unex- 
pectedly abortive, composed his brow as if to 
deep thought, and walked several times to and 
fro in the apartment, considering what course 
he was to take in these circumstances. << It is 
hard to censure him severely,'' he said, ^< when 
I recollect that, on first entering upon life, my 
own thoughts and feelings would have been the 
same with those of this giddy and hotheaded, 
but generous boy. Now prudence teaches me 
to suspect mankind in a thousand instances, 
where perhaps there is not sufficient ground, if 
I am disposed to venture my own honour and 
fertune, rather than an idle travelling minstrel 
should suffer a little pain, wfaidi at all events I 
might make up to him by money, still, have I a 
right to run the risk, of a conspiracy against the 
king, and thus advance the treasonable surrender . 
of the Castle of Douglas, for which I know so 
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many sdiemes are forii\ed; for wliieli» too, none 
ctfi be imagined so desperate but agents will be 
fffond b<dd enough to undertake tbe e;^ecttt]0n? 
A man who holds my situatioo, although the 
daTe of oonsdenee, ought to learn to set asid^ 
those fiJse scruples which assume the appear- 
anee of flowing from our own moral feeling, 
whereas they are in fact instilled by the sugges- 
tkm of affscted ddiieacy* I will not^ I swear 
by HeftTea, be infected by the follies of a bay 
such as Aymer; I will not, that I may defer to 
Mb capiieeSy lose all that love, honour, and am- 
lAion ean propose, for the reward of twelve 
mondis' serrioe, of a nature the most watchful 
and unpieasa&t. I will go straight to my poin^ 
and use the orfinary precautions in Scotland, 
which I should employ in N<H:mandy or Gas- 
cooigny. — ^What ho I page ? who waits th^e ?** 

One of Jus attendants replied to his summona 
— ^^ Seek me out Gilbert Greenleaf tiie archej;^ 
and tell him I would speak with him touehiag 
die two bows and the sheaf of arrows, coocerHiii^ 
which I gat« him a commission to Ayr/' 

A few miiiutes interreiied after the order w» 
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given, wken the archer entered, holding in his 
hand two bow-staves, not yet fashioned, and a 
number of arrows secured together with a ihong* 
He bore the mysterious looks of one whose 
apparent business is not of very great ocHaiser 
quenee, bat is meant as a passport for olher 
affairs which are in themselves of a secret nature. 
Accordingly^ as the knight was silent, and af* 
forded no other opening for Greenleafy that 
judicious negotiator proceeded to enter upon 
such as was open to him« 

<< Here are the bow-staves, noble sir, which you 
desired me to obtain while I was at Ayr. with 
the Earl of Pembroke's army. They are not so 
, good as I could have wished,, yet are perhaps of 
better quality than could have been procured by 
any other than a fidr judge of the weapon. The 
Earl of Pembroke's whole camp are frantic mad 
in order to procure real Spanish staves fromtiie 
Groyne, and other ports in Spain ; but though 
two vessels laden with such came into the port of 
Ayr, said to be for the King's army, yet I be* 
lieve never one half of them have come into 
English hands. These two grew in Sherwood, 
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wbicK having been seasoned since the time of 
Robin Hood, are not likely to fail either in 
strength or in aim, in so strong a hand) and with 
so just an eye, as those of the men who wait on 
your wordiip.'' 

<< And who has got the rest, since two ships' 
cargoes of new bow-staves [are arrived at Ayr, 
and thou with difficulty hast only procured me* 
two old ones ?' said the governor. 

<< Faith, I pretend not skill enough to know,''' 
answered 'Greenleaf, shrugging his shoulders. 
^' Talk there is of plots in that country as well' 
as here. It is said that their Bruce, and the 
rest of his kinsmen, intend a new May-game, 
and that the oudawed king proposes to land near 
to Turnberry, early in summer, with a number 
of stout kernes from Ireland ; and no doubt the 
men of his mock earldom of Carrick are getting 
them . ready with bow and spear for so hopefiiV 
an undertaking. I reckon that it will not cost 
us the expense of more than a few score of 
sheaves of arrows to put all that matter to 
rights-" 

<< Do you talk then of conspiracies in this part 

VOL. IV. c 
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of the country^ Greenleaf ?" said De Waltoiu 
^ I know you are a sigamus fellow, well brtd 
£» many a day to tke use of the bent stick and 
stringt attd will not allow such a practice to ga 
on under thy nose, without taking notice of it»" 

^* I am M enough, Heairen know%" said 
Greenleaf ^^ and hare had good experience of 
these Scottish wars, and Iqitsw well whethcar 
these native Scots are a people to be trusted to 
by knight or yeoman. Say they are a £Edse gene* 
ration, and say a good archer told you so, who^ 
with afigdraiin, seklwn missed a handshreadth. of 
the white. Ah ! sir, your honcKsr knows how to 
deal with ikea^ — ^ride them stnu^ly, and reis. 
Ijiem hard, — ^you are not like those siaqple noviees 
who imagine Ihat all is to be done by gentle- 
ness, and wish to parade themselves as courteous 
and generoies to those fiafldess mountaiaeeiii^ 
who never, in the course of their lives, knew any 
tincture either of courteousness or generosity*'* 

<< Thou allndest to some one," said the go^etw 
nor, <^ and I charge thee, Gilbert, to be pkaib 
and sincere with me* Thou knowest, methinkiv 
tiiat in tanistii^ me thou will eome to no harm ?' 
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<^ It is true, it is true, sir,'' said the old rem- 
nant of the wars, carrying his hand to his brow; 
^' but it were imprudent to communicate all the- 
remarks which float through an old man's brain 
in the idle moments of such a garriscm as this. 
One stidnbles unawares on fantasies, as well as 
realities, and thus one gets, not altogether unde- 
servedly, the chaubcter of a tale-bearer and mis- 
diief-maker among his comrades, and methinks 
I wotdd not willingly fall under that accusa* 
tion/^ 

<^. Spesk frankly to me," answered De Walton^ 
<^ abd have no fear of being misoonstrued, who- 
soever: 4he conversation may concern." 

** Nay, in plain truth," answered Gilbert, ^ I 
£ear not the greatness of this young knighti 
beii^, as I am, the oldest soldier in the garrison^ 
and having drawn a bowHBtring long aiMl many^ 
a <kiy ere he was weaned fiom his nurse's* 
breast" 

^ It is then," said De Walton, <<my lieutenant 
and friend, AjmeT de Valence^ at whom your 
suspicions point ?' 
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<* At nothing/' replied the archer, ^^ touching 
the honour of the young knight himself, who is 
as brave as the sword he wears, and, his youth 
considered, stands high in the roll of English 
chivalry; but he is young, as your worship 
knows, and I own that in the choice of his com- 
pany lie disturbs and alarms me." 

« Why, you know, Greenleaf," answered the 
governor, ^^ that in the leisure of a garrison a 
knight cannot always confine his sports and plea- 
sures among those of his own rank, who are not 
numerous, and may not be so gamesome or 
fond of frolic as he would desire them to be." 

<< I know that well," answered the archer; 
<^ nor would I say a word concerning your ho- 
nour's lieutenant, for joining any honest fellows,' 
however inferior their rank, in the wrestling ring, 
or at a bout of quarterstaff. But if Sir Aymeir- 
de Valence has a fondness for martial tales of 
former days, methinks he had better learn them' 
firom t^e ancient soldiers who have followed 
Edward the First, whom God assoihie, and irho 
have known before his time the Barons' wars 
and other onslaughts, in which the knights and 
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ardiers of merry England transmitted so many 
gallant actions to be recorded by &me; this 
truly, I say, were more beseeming the Earl 
of Pembroke's nephew, than to see him closet 
himself day after day with a strolling minstrel, 
who gains his UyeUhood by reciting nonsense 
and lies to such young men as are fond enough 
to belieye him, of whom hardly aay one know&i 
whether he be English 6r Scottish in his opi*- 
nions, and still less can any one pretend to say 
whether he is of English or Scottish birth, or 
with what purpose he Ues lounging about this 
castle, and is left free to communicate every 
thii^ which passes within it to these old mut- 
terers of matins at Saint Bride's, who say with 
their: tongues, God save King Edward, but pray in 
their, hearts, God save King Robert the Bruce. 
SiH^b a eonmiunicadon he can easily carry on by 
Bieans„ of his son, who lies at Saint Bride's cell, as 
y^ur. worship knows, under pretence of illness." 
*^ How do you say ?" exdaimed the goyemor, 
founder prince? — ^is he not then really indis- 



^^ Nay, he may be sick to the death for aught 
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I know*'' said the ardier; <* but if 90» weie it 
not dien more natural that the father diodd at- 
tend his son's sick4>ed, than that he shouU be 
ranging aboat this castle, where one etemafly 
meets ham in the old Baron's, study, or insome 
comer, where you least eiqpect to find him." 

*< If he has no lawful object," replied the 
knight, ^it might be as you say ; but he is said 
to be in quest of ancient poems or prophecies of 
MerHn, of the Rhymer, or s<mie other old bardj 
and in truth it is natural for him to wish to^en*- 
large his stock of knowledge and power of giving 
amusement, and where should he find the means 
sare in a study filled with ancient books ?' 

** No doubt," replied the archer, with a sort 
of dry civil sneer of incredulity; " I have sel- 
dom known an insurrection in Scotland but that 
it was prophesied by some old forgotten rhyxse, 
conjured out of dust and cobwebs, for the sake 
of giving courage to those North Country reb^ 
who durst not otherwise have alndden the whist- 
ling of the grey-goose shaft ; but curled heads 
are hasty, and, with license, even your own 
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train. Sir Kniglit, retakis too nmch of the fire of 
^nutb for sudi uncertain times as the present*'' 

^ Thou hast eonvinced me, Grilbert Cireea- 
leaf, and I ^vill look into this man's business 
and occupation more cSiOsely than hitherto. This 
is no time to peril the safety of a royal castle for 
Ae sake of affectrng generosity to^rards a man 
txf whom we know so little, and to whom, till we 
noeiye a Tery full explanation, we may, witfar 
out doing him injustice, attach graye suspt** 
^tiond* Is he now in tiie apartment called th^ 
JBanon's study ?" 

<^ Your worship will be certain to find him 
Aere," replied Greenleaf. 

*^ Then fellow me, with two or three of thy 
comrades, and keep out of sight, but within 
hearing; it may be necessary to arrest this 
man." 

<< My assistance," said the old ardhuer, '^ shall 
be at hand when you call, but" 

*^ But what?" said theknight; '^ I hope I am 
not to find doubts and disobedience on all hands ?' 

^ Certainly not oiq i^ine," replied Gb^enleaf ; 
*^ I would only remind your worship that what 
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I have said was a sincere opinion expressed ia 
answer to your worship's question; and tha^ 
as Sir Aymer de Valence has avowed himself 
the patron of this man, L would. not willingly 
be left to the hazard of his revenge/' 

" Pshaw !" answered De Walton, " is Aymer 
de Valence governor of this castle, or am I ? or 
to whom do you imagine you are responsible 
for answering such questions as I may put to 
•you?' » 

<< Nay," replied the archer, secretly not di»- 
pleased at seeing De Walton show some little 
jealousy of his own authority, ^^ believe me. Sir 
Knight, that I know my own station and your 
worship's, and tiiat I am not now to be told to 
whom I owe obedience." 

<^ To the study tiien, and let us find tiie man/' 
said the governor. 

<^ A fine matter indeed," subjoined Oreai- 
lea^ following him, ^< tiiat your worship should 
have to go in person to look after the arrest of so 
mean an individual. But your honour is right ; 
tiiese minstrels are often jugglers, and possess 
tiie power of making their escape by means 
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wbich borrel* folk like myself are dbposed to 
attribute to necromancy." 

Without attending to these last words. Sir 
John de Walton set forth towards the study^ 
walking at a quick pace, as if this conversation 
had augmented his desire to find himself in pos- 
session of the person of the suspected minstrel. 

Traversing the ancient passages of the caBtle^ 
the governor had no difficulty in reaching the 
study, which, was strongly vaulted with stone^ 
and furnished with a sort of iron cabinet, intended 
for the preservation of articles and papers of 
value, in case of fire* Here he found the min* 
strel seated at a snudl table, sustaining before 
him a manuscript, apparency of great antiquity, 
from which he seemed engaged in making ex- 
tracts* The windows of the room were very 
small, and still showed some traces that they 
had originally been glazed with a painted his- 
tory of Saint Bride — Another mark of the devo- 
tion of the great fionily of Douglas to ^their 
tutelar saint. 
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Tbe minstrel, who had seemed* deeply wrapt 
in the contemplation of his task, on being dis^ 
turbed by the unlooked-for entrance of Sir John 
de Walton, rose with every mark of respect and 
humility, and, remaining standing in the gorer- 
nor's presence, appeared to wait for his interro- 
gations, as if he had anticipated that the viait 
concerned himself partieolarly. 

<c I am to suppose, Sir MinstreV said 1% John 
de Walton, ^ that you have been successful in 
your search, and hare found the roll of poetry 
or prophecies that you proposed to search after, 
«m<mg8t these broken shrives and tattered vo- 
lumes?' 

<< More successful than I could hare ex- 
pected,'' repHed the minstrel,/^ considering the 
effects of the conlBagration. This, 1% JCnight, 
is apparently the fiital volume for whidi I sought, 
Tind strange it is, considering the heavy chance 
^ other books contained in this library, that I 
have been able to find a few tiiough imperfect 
fragments of it" 

^< ^nee, therefore, you have been pe r mitte d 
to indulge your curiosity," said the governor^ 
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<< I trusty minstrel, ycm will hare oo 
to satisfy mine ?^ 

The minstrel replied with the same humility, 
^ that if there was any tiling widiin the poor oom* 
pass of his skill which could gratify Sir John cb 
Walton in any degree, he would b«t reach hii 
lute, amd presentiy obey Us commands.'' 

<< Yon mistake, sir,'' said Sir John, someiHiat 
harshly. << I am none of those who have hours to 
spend in Ustening to tales at music of form e r 
days; my life has liardly given me time enougii 
for learning the duties of my profession, fiur less 
has it allowed me leisure for audi twangHng 
fidlies.* I care not who knows it, but my ear is 
80 incapaUs of judging of your «rt, which you 
^bubtiess tinnk a noUe one, tiiat I can scarcely 
tell the modulation of one tone from another." 

^ In i^ case," rqplied the minstrel o<M»po* 
sedly, ^ I can hardly promise mysdtf tiie plear 
' scire of afimrdbig your worship the amnsemeiit 
whkih I might otiierwise have done." 

*^ Nor do I lode for any at yotur. baad," said 
tke governor, advacnciog a step nearer to him, 
and speaking in a sterner toBe# ^* I want infi>ima^ 
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don, sir, which I ani assured you can give me, 
if you incline ; and it is my duty to tell you, that 
if you show unwillingness to speak the truth, I 
know means by which it will become my paiiif ul 
duty to extort it in a more disagreeable manner 
than I would wish." 

^^ If your questions, Sir Knight," answered 
Bertram, ^^ be such as I can or ought to answer, 
there shall be no occasion to put them more than 
4>nce. If they are sudi as I cannot or ought not 
to reply to, believe me that no threats of violence 
will extort an answer from me." 

^VYou speak boldly," said Sir John de Wal- 
ton ; *^ but take my word for it, that your com>- 
age will be put to the test. I am as little fond 
of proceeding to sudi extremities as you can be 
of undergoing them, but such will be the natu- 
ral consequence of your own obstinacy. I A^ste^ 
fore ask you, whether Bertram be your real 
lume — ^whether you have any other profession 
than that of a travelling minstrel — and, lastty^ 
whether you have any aoquaintance or ocmnexion 
with any Englishman or Scbttishman beyond 
the walls of this (Castle of Douglas ?" 
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<^ To these questions," replied the minstrel, 
*^ I have already answered the worshipful 
knight, Sir Aymer de Valence, and, having 
fully satisfied him, it is not, I conceive, necessary 
tiiat I should undergo a second examination ; nor 
is it consistent either mth your worship's ho^ 
nour, or tiiat of the lieutenant-governor, that 
sodi a re-examination should take place." 

^< You are very considerate," replied die go- 
vernor, ^^ of my honour and of that of Sir Ay* 
mer de Valence. Take my word for it, tiieyare 
both in perfect safety in our own keeping, and 
may dispense witii your attention. I ask you, 
will you answer the enquiries which it is my 
duty to make, or am I to enforce obedience by 
putting you- under tiie penalties of the question ? 
I have already, it' is my duty to say, seto the 
answers you have returned to, my lieutenant, 
and they do not satisfy me." 
• He at the same time clapped his hands, and 
two or tiiree arehers showed tiiemselves,' strips 
ped of thdr tunics, and.only attired in their shirts 
and hose. * 

<^ I understand," said the minstrel, ^^ that ycia 
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intend to inflict upon me a punishment whieli is 
foreign to the genius of the English laws, in that 
no proof is adduced of my gailt* I hare already- 
told that I am by birth an "Rnglkliimyij by pro* 
fossion a minstrel, and that I am totally uncwi- 
nected witii any person likely to nourish any de- 
sign against this Casde of Douglas, Sir John de 
Walton, or his garrison. What answers you may 
extort from me by bodily agony, I cannot, to 
q>eak as a plain-desLling€Sbristian,hQld myself re- 
sponsible for. I timik that Lean endure as mudh 
pain as any one; I am sure diat I never yetiett; 
a degree of agony, that I ivould not willingly 
prefer to breaking my plighted word, ar beco- 
ming a fiibe infom^r against innocent persons ; 
but I own I do not know the extent to whidi the 
art of torture may be carried ; 9nd though I do 
not fear you. Sir John de Walton, yet I mnat 
acknowledge that I fear myself sim;e I know not 
to what extremitjr your <7uelty may be capable 
^ subjecting me, or how &r I may be eaaUed 
to bear it I, therefc^e, in the first place, ptQ* 
test, that I shall in no manner be liable for any 
m^tds whidh I may utter in the eouzte of any ex- 
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aminatioii enforced from me by torture ; and you 
must therefore, under such circumstances^ pro- 
ceed to the execution of an office, which, permit 
me to say, is hardly that which I expected to 
have found thus administered by an accomplish- 
ed knight like yourself/' 

** Hark you, sir,'* replied the governor, ** you 
and I are at issue, and in doing my duty, I ought 
instantly to proceed to the extremities I have 
threatened ; but perhaps you yourself feel less 
reluctance to undergo the examination as propo- 
sed, than I shall do in commanding it ; I wUl 
therefore consign you for the present to a place 
of confinement, suitable to one who is suspected 
of being a spy upon this fortress* Until you are 
pleased to remove such suspicions, your lodgings 
and nourishment are those of a prisoner. In the 
meantime, before subjecting you to the question, 
take notice^ I will myself ride to the Abbey of 
Saint Bride, and satisfy myself whether the young 
person whom you would pass as your son, is pos* 
sessed of the same determination as that which 
you yourself seem to assert. It may so happen 
ftat Us examination and yours may tikrow such 
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light upon each other as will decidedly prove 
either your guilt or innocence, without its being 
confirmed by the use of the extraordinary ques- 
tion. If it be otherwise, tremble for your son's 
sakie, if not for yoiir own. — Have I shaken you, 
sir ? — or do you fear, for your boy's young sinews 
and joints, the engines which, in your own case, 
you seem willing to defy ?" 

" Sir," answered the minstrel, recovering from 
the momentary emotion he had shown, <^ I leave 
it to yourself, as a man of honour and candour, 
whether you ought, in common fairness, to form 
a worse opinion of any man, because hei is not 
unwilling to incur, in his own person, severities 
which he would not desire to be inflicted upon 
his child, a sickly youlh, just recovering from a 
dangerous disease." 

" It is my duty," answered De Walton, after 
a short pause, <' to leave no stone untamed by 
which this business may be traced to the source ; 
and if thou desirest mercy for thy son, thou wilt 
thyself most easily attain it, by setting him die 
example of honesty and plain-dealing." 

The minstrel threw himself back on the seaty 
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as if fully resolred to bear every extremity that 
could be inflicted, rather than make any £Eur* 
ther answer than he had abready offered. Sir 
John de Walton himself seemed in some degree 
uncertain what might now be his best course* 
He felt an invincible repugnance to proceed, 
without due consideration, in what 'most people 
would have considered the direct line of his duty, 
by inflicting the torture both upon fsither and 
son ; but, deep as was his sense of devotion to^ 
wards the King, and numerous as were the hopes 
and expectations he had formed upon the strict 
discl^arge of his present high trust, he could not 
resolve upon having recourse at once to this cruel 
method of cutting the knot» Bertram's appear- 
ance was venerable, and his power of words not 
unworthy of his aspect and bearing* The gover- 
nor remembered that Aymer de Valence, whose 
ju<%ment in general it was impossible to deny, 
had described him as o^e of those rare indivi- 
duals, who viodicated the Jionour of a corrupted 
profession by their personal good behaviour ; 
and he acknowledged to himself, that there was 
gross cruelty and injustice in refusing to admit 
the prisoner to the credit of being a true and 
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honest man, nntil, by vmy of proving hk leoti- 
tvde, he ]iad strained every 8inew» and cnialied 
every join^ in liis body, as well as those of his 
MIL <^ I have no touchstone,^ he said inteisal- 
ly, << whidi can distinguish truth from faJsehood ; 
&B Bruce and his followers are on the alert^-<*4ie 
has certainly equipped the galleys whidi lay at 
Raohrin diving winter* This story, too, of 
Greenleaf, about arms being procured 6x a new 
insurrection, tallies strangely withthe appearaaee 
ef that savage-lodking forester at the hunt; and 
fdl tends to show, that something is upon tb^ 
nnvil which it is my duty to provide against. I 
will, therefore, pass over no circiunstanee by 
which I can affisct the mind through hope or 
fear; but, please God to give me light from any 
other source, I will not think it lawful to tormeni; 
Ihese unfortunate, and, it may yet be, honest 
meaoiJ^ He accordingly took his departure frmn 
the library, whispering a word to Greenleaf x^ 
^pecting the prisoner. 

He had readied the outward docor of iike studj^ 
and his satellites had already taken the old man 
into their giasp, when his voice was heard calling 
upon De Walton to return for a single moment 




^^ Wliat hast thoa to say, sir ?' said the go- 
yeraor; ^^ be speedy, for I have already lost 
more time in listening to thee tlian I am answer* 
alUe for, and so I advise thee for thine own 
sake" 



<^ I advise thee,'' said die miastrd, << for thine 
own sake. Sir John de Walton, to beware how 
thou dost insist on thy present purpose, by which 
dion thyself al<»ie, of all men Mving, will most 
severely suffer. If thou harmest a hair of that 
youngman'shead— <nay, if thou permittest him to 
undergo any privation which it is in thy power 
to prevent, thou wilt, in doing so, prepare for 
thine own suffering a degree of agony more 
acute than any thing else in this mortal world 
could cause thee. I swear by the most blessed 
objects of our holy religion ; I call to witness 
that holy sepulchre, of which I have been an 
unworthy visitor, that I speak nothing but the 
truth, and that thou wilt one day testify thy 
gratitude for the part I am now acting. It is 
my interest, as well as yours, to secure you in 
the safe possession of this castle, although a£BU* 
redly I know some things respecting it, and 
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respectiiig your worship, which I am not at 
liberty to tell without the consent of that youth- 
Bring me but a note under his hand, consenting 
to my taking you into our mystery, and believe 
me, you will soon see those clouds diarmed 
away ; since there was never a doleful uncer- 
tainty which more speedily changed to joy, or a 
thunder-doud of adversity which more instantly 
gave way to sunshine, than would then the sus- 
picions which appear now so formidable." 

He spoke with so much earnestness as to make 
some impression upon Sir John de Walton, who 
was once more wholly at a loss to know what 
line his duty called upon him to pursue. 

*^ I would most gladly," said the governor, 
^^ follow out my purpose by the gentlest means in 
my power ; and I shall bring no further distress 
upon this poor lad, than thine own obstinacy and 
his shall appear to deserve. In the meantime, 
think, Sir Minstrel, that my duty has limits, and 
if I slack it for a day, it will become thee ^ 
exert every effort in thy power to meet my con- 
descension. I will give thee leave to address 
thy son by a line under thy hand, and I will 



• 
CA811.S DANGEROUS. 69 



awut liis answer before I proceed fiurther in 
this matter, which seems to be very mysterious. 
Meantime, if thou hast a soul to be saved, I 
conjure thee to speak the truth, and tell me 
whether the secrets of which thou seemest to be 
a too faithful treasurer, have regard to the prac* 
tiices of Douglas, of Bruce, or of any in their 
names, against this Castle of Douglas ?" 

The prisoner thought a moment, and then re*, 
plied — ^' I am aware. Sir Knight, of the severe 
charge under which this command is intrusted to 
your hands, and were it in my power to assist you, 
as a Mthful minstrel and loyal subject, either 
with hand or tongue, I should feel myself called 
upon so to do ; but so far am I from being the 
character your suspicions have apprehended, that 
I should have held it for certain that the Bruce 
and Douglas had assembled their followers, for 
the purpose of renouncing their rebellious at- 
tempts, and taking their departure for the Holy 
Land, but for the apparition of the forester, who, 
I hear, bearded you at the hunting, which im-> 
presses upon me the belief, that when so reso- 
lute a follower and henchman of the Douglas 
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WBB dtting fearless among you, his master aikd 
comrades could be at no great distance — ^how £at 
his intentions could be friendly to you, I must 
leave it to yourself to judge ; only believe me 
thus far, that the rack, pulley, or pincers, would 
not have compelled me to act the informer, or 
adviser, in a quarrel wherein I have little or no 
share, if I had not been desirous of fixing the be- 
lief upon you, that you are dealing with a true 
man, and one who has your welfare at heart. — 
Meanwhile, permit me to have writing materials, 
or let my own be restored, for I possess, in scnae 
degree, the highier arts of my calling ; nor do I 
fear but that I can procure for you an explana- 
tion of these marvek, without much meire kss 
of time/' 

<< God grant it prove so,'' said the governor ; 
*^ though I see not well how I can hope for so 
favourable a termination, and I may sustain great 
harm by trusting too much on the present occa- 
sion. My duty, however, requires that, in the 
mean time, you be removed into strict confine- 
ment" 

He handed to the prisoner as he spoke the 
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writing materials, wMcli had been seized upon 
by the archers on their first entrance, and then 
commanded those satellites to unhand the min- 
strel. 

" I must then,** said Bertram, " remain sub- 
jected to all the severities of a strict captivity ? 
but I deprecate no hardship whatever in my own 
person, so I may secure you firom acting with a 
degree of rashness, of which you will all your 
life repent, without the means of atoning." 

<< No more woirds, minstrd," said the gover- 
nor ; '^ but since I have made my choice, per- 
haps a ¥»y dangerous one for myself, let us carry 
this spell into execution, which thou sayest is to 
serve me, as mariners say that oil spread upon 
the raging billows will assuage their iury." 
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CHAPTER III. 



Beware ! beware ! of the Black Friar. 

He still letains bit tway. 
For lie is yet ihe cbtirdi** hear by ri^bt, 

Whoever may be the lay. 
Amnndeville is lord by day, ' 

But the monk ia lord by night. 
Nor wine nor wassel could raiae a raaeal 

To ^estion that friar's right. * 

JDon JuaUf Canto xrii. 



The minstrel made no vain boast of the skill 
which he possessed in the use of pen and ink. 
In fact, no priest of the time could have produced 
his little scroll more qpeedily, more neatly com- 
posed, or more fsdrly written, than were the 
lines addressed ^* To the youth called Augustine, 
son of Bertram the MinstreL" 

<< I hare not folded this letter,'' said he^ ^< nor 
tied it with silk, for it is not expressed so as to 
explain the mystery to you ; nor, to speak frank- 
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ly, do I think that it can convey to you Buy 
intelligence ; but it may be satisfactory to show' 
you what the letter does not contain, and that it 
is written from and to a person who both mean 
kindly towards you and /our garrison.'* 

** That,*' said the governor, " is a deception 
which is easily practised ; it tends» however, to 
show, ^though not with certainty, that you are 
disposed to act upon good faith, and until the 
contrary appear, I shall consider it a point of 
duty to treat you with as much gentleness as the 
matter admits of. Meantime, I will myself ride 
to the Abbey of Saint Bride, and in person exa- 
mine the yoimg prisoner^ and as you say he ha& 
th^ power, so 1 pray to Heaven he may have 
the wiU, to read this riddle, which seems to throw 
us all into confusion." So saying, he ordered 
his horse, and while it was getting ready, he 
perused with great composure the minstrel's 
letter* Its contents ran thus : — 

" Dear Augustine, 
** Sir John de Walton, the governor of this 
castle, has conceived those suspicions which I 
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poiiited out as likdly to be the consequence of oar 
oomiiig to this country without an avowed errandk 
I at least am seized, and threatened with exami- 
aation under torture, to force me to tell the pur- 
pose of our journey ; but they shall tear my flesk 
from my bones, ere they force me to break the 
eath which I have taken* And the purport of thiir 
letter is to apprize you of the danger in which, 
yon stand of being placed in similar cireum-^ 
stances, unless you are disposed to authorize 
me to make the discovery to this knight ; but 
on this subject you have only to express your 
own wishes, being assured they shall be in every 
respect attended to by your devoted 

This letter did not throw the smallest light 
upon the mystery of the writer. The governor 
tead it more than once, and turned It repeatedly 
in his hand, as if he had hoped by that mecha- 
nical process to draw something from tlie mis- 
sive, which at a firsts view the words did not 
express ; but as no result of this sort appeared, 
De Walton retired to the hall, where he uih 
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formed Sir Aymer de Valence, that he was go- 
ing abroad as far as the Abbey of Saint Bride, 
and that he would be obliged by Lis taking upoti 
Mm the duties of governor during His absence. 
Sir Aymer, of coarse, intimated his acquiescence 
in the charge, and the state of disunion in which 
they stood to each other, permitted no further 
explanation* 

Upon the arrival of Sir John de Walton, at the 
dilapidated shrine, the abbot, with trembling 
haste, made it his business immediately to attend 
•iJie commander of the English garrison, upon 
whom, for the present, their house depended for 
every indulgence they experienced, as well as 
for the subsistence and protection necessary to 
them in so perilous a period. Having interro- 
gated) tUs old man respecting the youth residing 
in the abbey, De Walton was informed that 
Jie had been indisposed since left there by his 
fitther, Bertram, a nunstreL It appeared to the 
abbot, that his indisposition might be of that 
contagious kind which, at that period, ravaged 
<he English Borders, and made some incursion^ 
into Scotland, where it afterwards worked a fear- 
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ful progress. After some farther conrersation, 
Sir John de Walton put into the abbot's hand 
the letter to the youDg person under his roof, 
on delivering which to Augustine, the reverend 
fether was charged with a message to the English 
governor, so bold, that he was afraid to be the 
bearer of it. It signified, that the youth could 
not, and would not, at that moment, receive the 
English knight ; but that, if he came back on the 
morrow after mass, it was probable he might learn 
something of what was requested* 

<^ This is not an answer," said Sir John de 
.Walton, " to be sent by a boy like this to a per- 
son in my charge ; and methinks. Father Abbot, 
you consult your own safety but slenderly in 
^eUvering such an insolent message." 

The abbot trembled imder the folds of his 
large coarse habit ; and De Walton, imaginiog 
that his discomposure was the consequence of 
guilty fear, called upon him to remember the 
duties which he owed to England, the benefits 
which he had received from himself, and the 
probable consequence of taking part in a pert 
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JK>y's insolent defiance of the power of the go«« 
yernor of the province. 

« Hie abbot vindicated himself from these 
leharges with the utmost anxiety. He pledged 
his sacred word, that the inconsiderate character 
oi the boy's message was owing to the wayward-* 
ness arising from indisposition. He reminded the 
governor that, as a Christian and an English-* 
man, he had duties to observe towards the com- 
munity of Saint Bride, which had never given 
the English government the least subject of com- 
plaint. As he spoke, the churchman seemed to 
gather courage from the immunities of his order. 
He said he could not permit a sick boy, who had 
taken refuge within the sanctuary of the church, 
to be seized or subjected to any species of force, 
unless he was accused of a specific crime, capable 
of being immediately proved. The Douglasses, 
a headstrong race, had, in former days, uniformly 
sespected the sanctuary of Saint Bride, and it 
was not to be supposed that the King of England, 
the dutiful and obedient child of the Church of 
^eme, would act with less veneration for her 
nghts, than the followers of a usurper, homi- 



L 



78 .CACnLE DAKGEEBOtUBU 

€ide» and exooaunimicaited person like tlobert 
Bruce. 

Walton was considerably sliaken widi thb re* 
monstrance. He knew tkat, in the drcvmstances 
of the timeS) the Pope had great power in every 
controversy in which it was his pleasure to inters 
fere. He knew that even in the dispute req>ect* 
ipg the supremacy of Scotland, his Holiness had 
set 1^) a claim to thekingdcNn, wkich, inthetem* 
per of the times, might perhaps have been deem* 
ed superior both to that of Robert Bruce and that 
of Edward of England, and he conceived his mo-* 
narch would g^ve him little thanks for any fresh 
embroilment which might take place with the 
church. Moreover, it was easy to pkce a watch, 
so as to prevent Augustine from escaping during' 
the night ; and on the followingmominghe wouM 
be still as effectually in the power of the Englisb- 
govemor as if lie were seized on by open force at 
the present moment. Sir John de Walton, how-* 
ever, so &i exerted his authority over the abbo^ 
that he engaged, in consideration of the sancto^ 
ary. being respected for this space of time, that» 
wlien it expired, he would be aiding and mmJ^ 



kig with his npiritual aulliority to surrender tlitf 
youth, should he not allege a sufficient reason to 
tiie contrary. This arraDgement, which appeared 
still to flatter the governor with the prospect ef 
an easy termination of this troublesome dispute^* 
induced him to grant the delay which. Augustine 
lather demanded than petitioned for. 
! ** At your request. Father Abbot, whom i 
hare hi&erto found a true man, I will indulge 
this youth with the grace he asks, before taking 
liiim into custody, understanding that he AaHU 
not he permitted to leave this place ; and thour 
art to be responsible to* this effect, giving thee^ 
is is reasonable, power to command our Bttle 
garrison at Hazelside, to which I will send « 
enforcement en iny return to Ae Castle, iK 
case it ^uld be necessary to use the strong^ 
hand, or circumstances impose upon me other 
measures.'^ 

« Wortiiy Sir Knight,* replied Ae abbot, 
<< I havef BO idea that the frowaxdness of tfaki 
youth will render any «)mBe necessary, saving 
that of persuasicNi ; and I venture to say, thati 
y«u yourself will in the highest -degree approve 
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of the method in which I shall acquit myself of 
my present trust'* 

' The abbot went through the duties of hospi* 
tality, enumeratingwhat simple cheer the cloister 
of the convent permitted him to offer to the Eng- 
lish knight. Sir John de Walton declined the offer 
of refreshment, however — took a courteous leavd 
of the diurchman, and did not spare his hdrse 
until the noble animal had brought him again 
before the Castle of Douglas. Sir Aymer de Va^ 
lence met him on the drawbridge, and reported 
the state of the garrison to be the same in which 
he had left it, excepting that intimation had been 
received that twelve or fifteen men were expected 
on their way to the town of Lanark; and being 
on mardi from the neighbotu*hood of Ayr, would 
that night take up their quarters at the outpost 
of Hazekide. 

** I am glad of it,*' replied the governor; ** I 
was about to strengthen that detachment. This 
stripling, the son of Bertram the minstrel, or who- 
ever he is, has engaged to deliver himself up for 
examination in the morning. As this party of sol- 
diers are followers of your uncle, Lord Pembroke,, 
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may I request you will ride to meet Hxem, and 
command them to remain at Hazelside until you 
make farther enquiries about this youth, who has 
still to clear up the mystery which hangs about 
him, and reply to a letter which I delivered with 
my own hand to the Abbot of Saint Bride. I 
have shown too much forbearance in this matter, 
and I trust to your looking to the security of this 
young man, and convey him hither, with all due 
care and attention, as being a prisoner of some 
importance/' 

<< Certainly, Sir John,'* answered Sir Aymer; 
^< your orders shall be obeyed, since you have 
none of greater importance for one who hath 
the honour to be second only to yourself in this 
place.*' 

" I crave your mercy, Sir Aymer,'* returned 
the governor, <^ if the commission be in any de- 
gree beneath your dignity; but it is our misfor- 
tune to misunderstand each other, when we en- 
deavour to be most intelligible." 

'< But what am I to do," said Sir Aymer-^ 
'^ (no way disputing your command, but only 
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asking for infofmadon) — irhat am I to ^,5f I^mt 
Abbot of Saint Bride offers opposition ?^ > 

r ^^HwnV answered Sir JdbA de Wi^iicm; 
^ widi the reinforcement from my Lord of Pera-». 
iMoke, you will eommand at least twenty, w^^ 
men, with bow and spear^ against fire or six: tiniid 
9ld monks, widi only gown and bood." 
; «« Tme/* said Sir Aymer, " but ban and ex- 
eommnnicalipn are 8<Nnetime8^ in the preseni 
day, too bard for ibe mail ooal, tfad I would not 
willingly be thrown out of the pale of the Cbriflr 
tian diurdi." 

• ^^ WeH, then, thou very sufipicioufl aad scru^ 
pukius young man,'' replied De Walton, ^^ know 
that if. this youth does not deliver himself up to 
thee of his own accord, the abbot has prouHi^ to 
put him VQpo l^y hands." 

• There was no f urtker answer to be BHide^ and 
Se Valence, though still thinking himself un?* 
necessarily harassed with the change of a petty 
commission, took the sort of half arms whicl^ 
were always used when the knights stirred be* 
yond the walls of the garris<Hi, and proceeded 
to execute the comn^utds of De Walton. A 
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korsenmi^r two, logedier widi Us squire Fl^ 
Hiaii, 9DCiaupwBM him. ; 

: The eyeningdoMdia with one cf those tSe#i<9 
Ibk mistB irhidi ai« comsioiily said to be eqsiSl 
to the shoven of happier dimatps ; the f$lM 
heeame more and more daxi^ .Ae hills msrcf 
wreathed in Fapems, and moie ififfieidt to ton 
Terse; and all the litde petty iiiconyenienaieif 
wMGhienderedtraYdlingthroughihe ikiriptAm 
asdimeerfeain^ w^e avgntentsd Vy thedensily ci 
iiii6 tog urUA OFerhung eirery thiag. 

Soar Aymer, therefore, occaaionaUy mended ilia 
paoe» miMl ofibea inciurred ihe &te of one who it 
OTer*hte, ddaying himadf b j his effoxtB im 
make greater expeditioiiu The knight heo 
thought himself that he wonld get into a straight 
road by paasing through the almost deserted to^Rii 
of DonglaS}— 4]ie inhabUaats of wUoh had btsent 
treated so severely by ihe Eii^lish, an ^ course 
of these fieree troubles, that most of those wha 
were capaUe of bearing amis hadleft i^ and with^ 
drawn tfnemsehres to different parts of tl^ nom^ 
try* This dhnost deserted place was defisndod 
by a xnde paBsade^ sad a ruder diaiAridge^ 
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whicli gave entrance into streets so narrow^ as 
to admit with difficulty three horses abreast, and 
trindng with what strictness the ancient h>rds 
of the village adhered to their prejudices against^ 
fortifications, and their opinion in fiivour of keep«> 
ing the field, so quaintly expressed in the well* 
known proverb of the family, — << It is better ta 
hear the lark sing than the mouse cheep." The 
streets, or rather the lanes, were dark, but for a^ 
shifting g^eam of moonlight, which, as that planet 
began to rise, was now and then visible upon some 
steep and narrow gable. No sound of domestic 
kidustry, or domestic festivity, was heard, andn0 
ray of candle or firelight glanced from the win^* 
dows of the houses ; the ancient ordinance called 
tiie curfew, which the Conqueror had introduced 
into England, was at this time in full force in 
such parts of Scotland as were thought doubtful, 
and likely to rebel ; under which description it 
need not be said the ancient possessions of the 
Douglas were most especially regarded. The 
CSmrch, whose Gothic monuments were of a. 
magnificent character, had been, as £ar as pos*? 
sible> destroyed by .fire ; but the ruins, held 
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together by the weight of the massive stonef 
of which ^y were composed, still sufficiently 
evinced the greatness of the family at whose cost 
k had been raised, and whose bones, from imme* 
morial time^ had been entombed in its crypts. 

Paying little attention to these relics of de-* 
parted splendour, Sir Aymer de Valence ad-» 
vanced with his small detachment, and had passed 
the scattered fragments of the cemetery of th^ 
Douglasses, when, to his surprise, the noisd 
of his horse's feet was seemingly replied to by 
sounds which rung like those of another knightly 
steed advancing heavily up the street, as if it 
were to meet him. Valence was unable to con- 
jecture what might be the cause of these warlike 
sounds ; the ring and the clang of armour was 
distinct, and the heavy tramp of a war-^horse was 
hot to be mistaken by the ear of a warrior. The 
difficulty of keeping soldiers from straying out 
of quarters by night, would have sufficiently ao* 
counted for the appearance of a straggling foot<» 
soldier ; but it was more diffichilt to account for 
amounted horseman, in full armour; and such 
was the i^parition which a peculiarly bright 



glimpse of moMili^tiiafir showed at the botteM 
«if the caHsevayed hilL Perhaps tiie imbMrsraa 
manor obtained al the same time a glance o€ 
Ajmer de Valenee and his amed loUDveift— «i 
least eadi of them shouted ^< Who goes there ?'^. 
— 4he alarm of the tknes; and oai the mstant the 
deep answers of ^' St George !" on the one «dei 
and ^' The Douglas !" on the other» awakened 
ike still echoes of the amall and xuiooos streets 
and the silent arches of the dilapidated churelu 
Astonished at a war-ery wiA which so aany re^ 
eollections were connected, the En^Bsh knigbl 
purred his horse at full gaUsp down the steefi 
tod biK^n descent leading out at the soutk or 
aooth-^east gate oi the town ; and it wmtk tW 
work of an instant to call out, ^^ Ho! Saini 
George! upon the insolent villakif all of ycmi—f 
To the gate, Fahian^andcut hsm off fpom flight j 
«— Saint George ! I say, for England 1 Bows 
and biUs ! — ^bows and bills !'' At the sane time 
Aymer de Valence laid in rest Ms own lomg 
lanoev which he snatdied fram the squire hf 
whom it was carried* But the light was seen 
and ^one in an instanti and fthingk De Vali 



» i 



I 



CAIXLH BAMGSB012& 9t 



conchided ikat ihe liostile vatrior had haordljr 

Mom to avoid his career, yet lie eoald take no. 

aim for the enpoiinter^ imkas by mere guea^ and 

omitinned \o phmge down the daik dedivityji 

among shattered stones and other encombranoes^ 

without groping out with his lance the object o£ 

Ibs ' pursuit He rode, in shorty at a broken 

gallop, a descent of about fifty or sixty yards,; 

without having any reason to suppose that he' 

had met tibie figure which had appeared to him^i 

although the narrowness of the street scarcely 

admitted lis ixviag passed him, unless both horse 

and horseman eould have melted at the moment 

«f encounter like an air-bubl^. The riders of 

his suite, meanwhile, were strudk with a feeling 

like supematmal tetror, which a number of aa-f 

gnkcr advemturer lad caused most of them to at^ 

tadi to ihe name of Douglas; and when he 

reached the gate by whidht the broken street waa 

terminated, diere was none dose behind him but 

Fabian, in whose head no suggestions of a tinuH 

vons Bature ooidd outlive the sound of his dear 

BUBter'ftvoiee* 

\ Heie there was a post of English archers, who 
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were tumiDg out in conrnderable alann^ when 
Pe Valence and his page rode in amongst thenu 
^ Villains !" shouted De Valence^ ^^ why were 
ye not upon your duty? AVho was it passed 
.through your post even now^ with the. traitorous 
cry of « Douglas ? " 

'< We know of no such/' said the captain o£ 
the watch. 

<' That is to say, you besotted villainSy" an* 
swered the young knight, ** you have been drink- 
ing, and have slept ?' 

The men protested the contrary, but in a con*, 
fiised manner, which was &r from oyercoming 
De Valence^s suspicions. He called loudly to 
bring cressets, torches, and candles; and the few 
remaining inhabitants began to make their un-t 
willing appearance, with such various means of 
giving light as they chanced to possess. They 
heard the story of the young English knight 
with wonder ; nor, although it was confirmed by 
all his retinue, did they give credit to the story^ 
more than, that the Englishmen wished some^ 
how or other to pick a quarrel with the people 
of the place, under the pretence of their having . 
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admitted a retainer of their ancient lord by 
night into the town. They protested, therefore^ 
their innocence of the cause of tumult, and en-* 
deavoured to seem active in hastening from house 
to^ house, and comer to comer, with their torches^ 
in order to discover the invisible cavalier. The 
English suspected them no less of treachery^ 
than the Scottish imagined the whole matter a 
pretext for bringing an accusation, on the part of 
the young knight, against the citizens. The wo* 
men, however, who now began to issue from the 
houses, had a key for the solution of the appari-* 
idon, which at that time was believed of efficacy 
sufficient to solve. any mystery. " The deivil," 
they said, " must have appeared visibly amongst 
them;'' an ex|danation which had already occur** 
red to the followers of the young knight; for 
that a living man and horse, both, as it seemed^ 
of a gigantic size, could be conjured in the 
tirinkling of an eye, and appear in a street se<f 
cured at one end by the best of the archers, and 
at the other by the horsemen under Valence him** 
self, was altogether, it seemed, a thing impos* 
ftble. The inhabitants did not venture to put 
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their tbou^to «& t&e subject into laagnage, fin* 
^Mtf of giving ^yffience^ and only indicated by a 
passing word to each other llie secret degree <tf 
pleasure iiFluch diey felt in the confoBion and em^ 
barrassment of the English garrison. Sdli, how^ 
ever, Aey continued to affect a great deal df 
interest in the ahurm whidi De Valenee had re« 
eeired, and the anxiety whidi he expressed to 
Idisoover the cause. 

- At length a female Tmce spoke above tfa^ 
Babel of confused somids, saying, ^^ Where u 
the Southern Knight ? I am sure that I can tell 
him where he can find the <mly person wh* 
ban helg him out of his present difficulty.'^ ' 
: ^ And who is that, good woman?' said Aymei 
de Val^ice, who was growing every moment 
mor^ inqjatient at the loss of time, which was 
flybg fert, in an investigation which had Bome^ 
thong in it vexatious, and even ridiculous. At tho 
same time, the sightof an anned partisan oflho 
Douglasses, in their own native to?na, seemed to 
bode too serious consequences, if it should be bu& 
f«red to pass without being probed to the bottinn; 
<^ Come hither to me," said the female voieey 
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^•f and I wiH name to you the only penon wka 
Qan explain all nHttteis of this kmd dial; chance 
in this country." On this die knight snatehed a 
teach franoi some of those who were present, and 
holding it np, descried the penon who iqpoke, a. , 
tall woman, wfa^^eyidently endeaTxmred to render 
hecself remarieable. When he approached her,, 
she commmncated her intelligence in a gmve 
and sententicHiS tone of voice* 

^ We had once wise men, that conld have 
answered any parables which might have been^ 
put to them for explanation in tlus oomitry sule. 
Whether you yourselves, gentlemen, have not 
had some hand in weeding tl^m out, good troth, 
it is not fc^ the like of me to say ; at any rate, 
good eounsel is not so easy come by as it was in 
this Douglas country, nor, may be, is it a safe 
Aing to pretend to the power of giving it." 

<< Good woman,'^ said De Yaknee, ^' if yoir 
will give me ran explanation of this mystery, I 
will owe you a kirtle of the best raploch grey.** 
' **^ It isnot I,^ said the oid woman, << that pre-' 
tend to possess the knowledge which may assist 
you I but I would fiun know that the num whom 
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I shall name to you shall be skaithless and harm-' 
less. Upon your knighthood and your Iionour, 
will you promise to me so much?" 

<^ Assuredly/' said De Valence, *^ such a per- 
son shall eren have thanks and reward, if he is 
a fidthful informer ; ay, and pardon, moreover^ 
although he may have listened to any dangeroua 
practices, or been concerned in any plots*" ^ 

^* Oh ! not he," replied the female; ^* it is old 
Goodman Powheid, who has the charge of tibe 
muniments," (meaning probably monuments,) 
^^ that is, such p£|rt of them as you English have 
left standing; I mean the old sexton of the 
kirk of Douglas, who can tell more stories of 
these old folk, whom your honour is not very 
fond of hearing named, than would last. us from 
this day tiU Yule." 

^^ Does any body," said the kniglit, f^know; 
whom it is that this old woman means ?" 

" I conjecture," replied Fabian, " that she 
speaks of an old dotard, who is, I think, > the 
general referee concerning the history and anti- 
quities of this old town, and of the savage family 
that lived here, perhaps before the flood." 
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<^ And who, I dare say/' said the knight^ 
<< knows as much about the matter as she herself 
does* But where is this man ? a sexton is he ? 
He may be acquainted with places of » conceal- 
ment, which are often fabricated in Gothic build- 
ings, and known to those whose business calls 
them to frequent them. Come, my good old 
dam^ bring this man to me ; or, what may be 
better, I will go to him, for we have already 
spent too much time." 

. ** Time !** replied the old woman, — " is time an 
object with your honour ? I am sure I can hardly 
get so much for mine as will hold soul and body 
together. You are not far from the old man's 
house.'^ 

'Sbie led the way accordingly, blundering over 
hecqps of rubbish, and encountering all the em- 
barrassments of a ruinous street, in lighting the 
way to Sir Aymer^ who, giving his horse to one 
of his attendants, and desiring Fabian to be 
ready at a call, scrambled after as well a6 the 
.slowness of his guide would permit. 

Both were soon involved in the remains of the 
old church, much dilapidated as it had been by 
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irantoii damage done to h by the soldiery, anfl so 
mitcli impeded by rubbish, that die knight maf- 
velied how the old woman could find the^ way. 
She kept talking all the while as she stumbled 
onward. Sometimes she called out in a screedii- 
ing tone, << Powheid ! Lazarus Powheid P-^and 
then muttered — ** Ay, ay, the old man will b^ 
busy with some of his duties, as he calls them ; I 
wiHEider he &shes wi' them in these times. But 
never mind, I warrant they will last for his day, 
4md for mine ; and the times, Lord help us ! 'for 
all that I can see, are well enough for those tltat 
are to lire in them." 

'^ Are you sure, good woman,'' replied the 
knight, ^^ that there is any inhabitant in these 
Tuins ? For my part, I should rather suppose that 
you are taking me to the charnel-house of the 
dead-*' 

^^ Maybe you are right,'' said the old woman, 
witihi a ghastly laugh ; ^^ carles and carlines s^ree 
?weel with funeral vaults and charnel-houses, 
and when ajti auld bedral dwells near the dead, 
'he is livii^, ye ken, among his customers — 

Halloo ! Powheid ! Lazarus Powheid ! there is 
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n gentlanaii wwali speak with joa f* and she 
added, wiA some sert of erapKam, ^' aa £i^ 
UjbIl nMe geDtteiiiaiir--^oifte of the h<MM>u<abia 
ganriB^B." 

: An ^Id man's step \ras now heard advaneiog, 
l(o slowly that the glimmering light whieh he 
hM in his hand was visible on the ruined walls 
of the vault some time before it showed the per« 
son who bore it. 

- The shadow of the old man was also projected 
lipon the illttminate4 wall ere his person came 
in view ; his dress was in considerable confusionst 
owing to his having been roused from his .bed , 
aad since artificial light was forbidden by the re- 
gulations of the garrison, the natives <^ Douglas 
Pale spent in sleep the time that they could nol 
Very well get rid of by any other means. The 
sexton was a tall thin man, emaciated by years 
and by privations ; his body was bent haUtually 
J»y his oeeupation of grave-digging, and his eye 
naturally inclined downwards to the scene of his 
labours. His hand sustained the cruise or little 
lamp, which he held so as to throw lig^t upon his 
visitant ; at the same time it displayed to the young 
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knight the features of the person with whom he 
was now confronted, which, though neither hand- 
some nor pleasing, wer« strongly marked, saga- 
dons, and venerable, indicating, at the same time^ 
a; certain air of d^ity, which age, even mere 
poverty, may be found Occasionally to bestow, as 
(tonfening that last melancholy species of inde- 
pendence proper to those whose situation can 
hardly, by any ims^nable means, be rendered 
much worse than years and fortune have already 
made it The habit of a lay brother added 
somewhat of religious importance to his appear- 
ance. 

♦* What would you with me, young man ?** 
said the sexton* ^^ Your youthful features, and 
your gay dress, bespeak one who stands in need of 
my ministry neither for himself nor for othiers.** 

** I am, indeed,'* replied the knight, « a living 
Ikum, and therefore need not either shovel or 
pick*axe for my own behoof. I am not, as yoa 
«ee, attired in mourning, and therefore need not 
your offices in behalf of any friend ; I would 
only ask you a few questions**' 
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<^ What you would have done must needs be 
done, you being at present one of our rulersi 
and, as I think, a man of authority,'' replied die 
sexton ; *^ follow me this way into my poor ha* 
bitation ; I hare had a better in my day ; and yei. 
Heaven knows, it is good enough for me, when 
many men of much greater consequence musi 
perforce content themselves with worse." 
. He opened a lowly door, which was fittec^ 
though irregularly, to serve as the entrance of 
a vaulted apartment, where it appeared that the 
old man held, apart from the living world, his 
wretched and solitary dwelling. The floor, com- 
posed of paving stoneis, laid together with some 
accuracy, and here and there inscribed with let* 
ters and hieroglyphics, as if they had once upon 
a time served to distinguish sepulchres, was in- 
differently well swept, and a fire at the upper end 
directed its smoke into a hole which served for m 
chimney. The spade and pick'-axe (with other 
tools,) which the chamberlain of mortality makes 
use of, lay scattered about the apartment, and, 
with a rude stool or two, and a table, where some 
inexperienced hand had unquestionably supplied 
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ike labours of the joiner, were nearly the only 
fiumiture^if we include the old man's bed of stiaWf 
lying in a corner, and discomposed, as if he had 
been just raised from it. At the lower end of 
the apartment the wall was almost entirely co* 
vered by a large eseutcheon, such as is usually 
ixmg orer the graves of men of very high lank^ 
having the appropriate quarters, to the number 
of sixteen, each properly blazoned and distinct, 
l^aced as ornaments around the principal armcH 
rial eoat itself* 

<< Let us sit," said the old man ; ^^ the posture 
will better enable my fulii^ ears to apprehend 
your meaning, and the asthma wiU deal mth me 
more mercifully in permitting me to make you 
understand mine.'' 

. A peal of short asthmatic coughs attested the 
violence <^ the disorder which he had last named, 
and the young knight followed his host's ex-* 
ample, in sitting down on one of the rickety 
stools by the side of the fire. The old man 
braught firom one corner of the apartment an 
ai^ron, which he occasionally wore, full of broken 
boards in irregular pieces, some of which were 
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covered with blaek doth, or driven Ml of Btdbi 
black, as it might happen, or gilded. 

'^ You will find this fresh fuel neeesaaqr,'' said 
the ohl man^ ^' to keep some degree of heat within 
this waste apartment ; nor are the vigors d mor- 
tality, with which this vault is i^t to be SHeAi if 
the fire is permitted to become ettinet, indifierent 
to the lungs of the dainty and the hesdthy, lik^ 
yonr wotship, though to me they are become 
hubituaL The wood will catch fire^ although it if 
some time ere the dainps of the grave are over* 
eome by the drier air and the warmth of the 
chinmey.'* 

Aocordij^ly^ the relics of mortality with which 
the old man had heaped his fir^lace, began by 
degrees to send forth a thick unctuous vs^ur^ 
tvhidi at length leaped to light, and blazing up 
the laperture, gav6 a degree of liveiioess to th^ 
gloomy scene. The blazonry of tiie hvtge eseutt 
ebeon met and returned the rays with as brilliant 
a reflection as that lugubrious ol^t was c»- 
fable of, and the whdie apartment looked with 
a &ntastic gayety^ strangely miagled with the 



L 



100 CASTLE DANGEROUS. 

gloomy ideas which its ornaments were calcu^' 
lated to impress upon the imagination. 

<^ You are astonished,'' said the dd man, 
*< and perhaps, Sir Knight, you have never be^ 
fere seen these relics of the dead applied to th^ 
purpose of rendering the living, in some degree^ 
more comfortable than their condition would 
otherwise admit of.'' 

«< Comfortable !" returned the Knight of Va- 
lence, shrugging his shoulders ; ** I should be 
sorry, old man, to know that I had a dog that 
was as indifferently quartered as thou art, whose 
grey hairs have certainly seen better days." 

^^ It may be," answered the sexton, <^ and it 
may be otherwise; but it was not, I presume^ 
concerning my own history diat your worship 
seemed disposed to ask me some questions; and 
I would venture to enquire, therefore, to whom 
they have relation ?' 

^^ I will speak plainly to you," replied Sir 
Aymer, <^ and you will at once acknowledge tiief 
necessity of giving a short and distinct reply. I 
have even now met. in the streets of this village 
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a person only shown to ine by a single flash of 
light, who.had the audacity to display the armo- 
rial insignia and utter the war-cry of the Dou- 
glasses; nay, if I could trust a transient glance,, 
this daring cavalier had the features and the 
^rk. complexion proper to the Douglas. I am 
referred to thee as to one who possesses means 
qf exjdainiog this extraordinary circumstance^ 
which, as' an English knight, and one holding a 
charge under King Edward, I am particularly 
^led upon to make enquiry into." 
\ ^^ Let me make a distinction," said the old 
man. *^ The Douglasses of former generatioos 
are niy near neighbours, and, according to my 
superstitious townsmen, my acquaintances and 
Visitors; I can take it upon my conscience to be 
answerable for their good behaviour, and to be- 
come bound that none of the old barons, to whom, 
the roots of that mighty tree may, it is said, be 
traced, will again disturb with their war-cry the 
towns oi* villages of their native country — ^not 
one will parade in moonshine the black artnour 
Wlddi has long rusted upon their tombs. 
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Aad tbeir good swords sre rust ; 

Their souh are witb tlie saints, we trust.* 

Look aroimd. Sir Kmf^iy jou have abore and 
aromid jcn the mai of whom we speak. Be» 
nestk usy in a fittle aule, (which hadi not be^a 
apeaei. f&ace ikeae thin grey locks were thick 
and brown,) there lies the first man whimi I cav 
name as memorable among those of this mighty 
line. It is he whom ^e Thane of Athol point* 
ed out to the King of Seotland as Sholto lAn* 
glass, or the dark iron-c<donred man, whose ex-* 
eriions had gained the battle for his native 
prince ; and who, according to this l^^nd, be« 
queathed his name to our dale and towni, thongh 
others say lliat the race assumed ihe name of 
Douglas from the stream so called in mnreconU 
ed times, before tkey had dieir fii^tnesa on its 
banks. Others, his descendants, called Eachainf 
or Hector the first, and Orodh, or Hughy 
William, the first of l}»t name, and Giilmonrt 
the theme of many a minstrel song, commemo^ 
rating achierements done under the oriflammt 
of Charles the Great, Emperor of France, have 
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all consigned tliemselyes to their last sleep, nmr 
has their memory been sufficiently preserved 
from the waste of time* Something we know 
eonceming their great deeds, their great power^ 
and, alas { dieir great crimes. Something we 
also know of a Lord of Douglas who sat in a 
parliament at ForbiTj held by King Malcolm 
the Fiist, and we are aware that £rom his at* 
taehment to hunting the wild hart, he built 
himself a tower called Blackhouse, in the forest 
of Ettrick, which periiaps still exists.^ 
- *' I crave your forgiveness, old man,** said the 
knight, ^< but I have no time at present to b6i> 
stow upon the recitation of the pedigree of the 
House of Douglas. A less matter would hold 
a well-breathed minstrel in subject for recita* 
tion for a calendar month, Sundays and holydaya 
induded." 

^^ What other information can yon expect 
from me,'' said die sexton, ^ liian that re&peel* 
ing those heroes, some of whom it has been my 
lot to comSgn to that eternal rest, which will 
fi>r ever divide the dead from the duties of this 
world ? I have told you where the race sleep, 
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4own to the reign of the royal Malcolm. I can 
tjell you also of another vault, in which lie Sic 
John of Douglas-bum, with his son Lord Archi-^ 
Imld) and a third William, known by an iiidentare 
with Lord Abemethy. Lastly, I can tell you 
of him to whom that escutcheon, with its appur-( 
tetiances of splendour and dignity, justly belong* 
]j>o you envy that nobleman, whom, if death: 
were in the sound, 1 would not hesitate to temx 
my honourable patron ? and have you any desigit 
of dishonouring his remains ? It will be a poor 
victory ; nor does it become a knight and noble- 
man to come in person to enjoy such a triumpk 
over the dead, against whom, when he lived, 
there were few knights dared spur their horses: 
He fought in defence of his country, but he had 
not the good fortune of most of his ancestors, to 
die on the field of battle. Captivity, sickness,^ 
Aad regret for the misfortimes of his native laild, 
brought his head to the g^ve in his prison-house,, 
in the land of the stranger." 

The old man's voice here became interrupted 
by' emotion, and the English knight found it 
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difficult to continue his examination in the steni 
fiishion which his duty required. 
. <^ Old man,". he said, << I do not require froin 
thee this detail, which must be useless to me^ as 
well as painful to thyself. Thou dost but thy 
duty in rendering justice to thy ancient lord ; 
but thou hast not yet explained to me why I 
have met in this town, thb very night, and not 
half an hour since, a person in the arms, and 
bearing the complexion, of one of the Blade 
Douglasses, who cried his war-cry as if in con- 
tempt of his conquerors.'* 

'* Surely," replied the sexton, <^ it is not my 
business to explain such a fancy, otherwise than 
by supposing that the natural fears of the South- 
ron will rsdse the spectre of a Douglas at any 
time, when he is within sight of their sepulchre. 
Methinks, in such a night as this, the fairest 
cavalier would wear the complexion of this 
swarthy race ; nor can I hold it wonderful that 
•the war-cry which was once in the throats of so 
many thousands in this country, should issue upon 
occasion from the mouth of a single champion." 

^^ You are bold, old man," returned the Eng- 
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&h kniglit ; *' do you consider tliat yoar life ii 
in my power, and that it may, in certain ease% 
be my duty to inflict death with that degree of 
pain at which humanity shudders ?' 

The old man rose up slowly in the light of the 
blazing fire^ displaying his emadated features^ 
which resembled those ascribed by artists to Samt 
Anthony of the desert ; and pointing to the fee« 
ble lamp) which he placed upon the coarse table^ 
thus addressed his interrogator, with an appear* 
ance of perfe<;t firmness, and something ereA 
resembling dignity : — 

<^ Young knight of England, you see that 
utensil constructed for the purpose of dispensing 
light amidst these fatal raults, — ^it is as frail as 
any thing can well be, whose flame is supplied 
by Uving element, contained tn a frame composed 
of iron. It is doubtless in your power entirely 
to end its service, by destroying the frame, or 
extingpiishing the light. Threaten it with such 
annihilation, Sir Knight, and see whether your 
menace will impress any sense of fear either on 
the element or the iron. Know that you have 
no more power over the frail mortal whom you 
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tiireaten with similar Bxmihilstion. Yon may 
lear from my body tbe dan in whick it is now 
swathed, but although my nerres m%ht ghnr 
with agony during ike inhnman opetation, it 
would produce no more impression on me than 
flaying on the stag whidi an arrow has previ* 
ously pierced through the heart. My age seta 
me beyond your cruelty: if you think other- 
wise, call your agents, and commence your ope* 
rations; neitlier threats nor inflictions will ena* 
ble you to extort from me any thing that I am 
not ready to tell you of my own accord.^ 

*^ You trifle with me, old man,'' said De Va* 
lence ; ** you talk as if you possessed some secret 
respecting the motions of these Douglasses, who 
are to you as gods, yet you communicate no in* 
telligence to me whatever/' 

^ You may soon know," replied the old man, 
*^ all that a poor sexton has to communicate $ 
and it will not increase your knowledge respect^ 
ing the living, though it may throw some light 
upon my proper domains, which are those of the 
dead. The spirits of the deceased Douglasses 
do not rest in their graves during the dishonour 
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of their monuments, and the down&ll of theit 
house. That, upon death, the greater part of 
any line are consigned to the regions of eternal 
bliss, or of never-ending misery, religion will not 
suffer us to believe, and amidst a race who had so 
great a share of worldly triumph and prosper 
rity, we must suppose there have existed many 
who have been justly: subjected to the doom of 
an intermediate space of punishment. You have 
destroyed the temples which were built by their 
posterity to propitiate Heaven for the welfare 
of their souls ; you have silenced the prayers and 
Jtopt.the choirs, by the mediation of which the 
piety of children had sought to appease the 
«rrath of Heaven in behalf of their ancestors^ 
subjected to expiatory fires. Can you wonder that 
the tormented spirits, thus deprived of the relief 
which had been proposed to them, should not, 
eficording to the common phrase, rest in their 
graves ? Can you wonder they should show them- 
selves like discontented loiterers near to the 
places which, but for the manner in which you 
have prosecuted your remorseless warfare, might 
have ere now afforded them rest? Or do you mar- . 



"TTH 



.CASTLE DANGEROUS^ lQ§ 

vel that these fleshless warriors should intermpt 
jrour. marches, and do what else their airy nature 
may permit to disturb your councils, and meet 
is far as they inay'the hostilities tirhich youmake 
it your boast to -tarry oh/ as welt against' those 
who are deceased, as against any who may yet 
iurvive your cruelty ?" 

♦* Old man,'* replied Aymer de Valence, " you 
cannpf expect that I am to take for answer a 
story like this, being a fiction too gross to charm 
10 sleep a schoolboy tormented with the tooths 
ach; nevertheless, I thank-Gdd that thy dooni 
does not' remain in my hands. My squire and tw^ 
archers shall carry fhee captive to the worship* 
ful Sir John de Walton, Governor of the Castle 
and Valley, that he may deal with thee as'seems 
meet; nor is he a person to believe in your 
apparitions and ghosts from purgatory.-^ What 
ho ! Fabian ! Come hither, and bring with thee 
two archers of the guard.'* 

Fabian accordingly, who had waited at the 
entrance' of the ruined building, now found his 
^vay, by the light of the old sexton's lamp, and the 
sound of his master's voice, into the singular 
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apartm6Bt of tlie oU man^ tike strange dec<imtioai 

ef ivbidi strode the yoodi iiridi great siiipriM 
some lunror. 

^ Take the two aichers widt liiee, Fabian»^ 
Bud the Knight of Valenee^ ^< and, with their 
assistance, convey this old man^ on horadbaek, 
or in a litter, to the presence of the worshipfol 
ESr John de Walton. Tell him what we have 
seen, which thou didst witness as well as I; and 
tell him that this old sexton, whom I send ta 
be examined by his superior wisdom, seems to 
know more than he is willing to disclose respect* 
ing our ghostly cavalier, though he will ^ve us 
no account of him, except intimating that he is 
a spirit of the old Douglasses from purgatory, 
to which Sir John de Walton will give what fidth 
he pleases. You may say, that, for my part, my 
belief is, either that the sexton is crazed by age^ 
want, and enthusiasm, or that he is connected 
with some plot which the country people are 
hatching. You may also say that I diall not use 
much ceremony with the youth under the care of 
the Abbot of Saint Bride ; there is something sus- 
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l^ksiaos in all the oceurreneeB that are now pam* 
ing aroand us.'^ 

Fai»an prmaised obecUence ; and tbe knight^ 
pulling him aside, gave him an additional caiw 
tkm^ to behave with attention in this bunnesSy 
sedbag he most recollect, that neitiier tiie judg^ 
nent of himself, nor that c^ his master, were 
apparently hdd in very mnch esteem by the 
governor ; and tiiat it would ill become tiiem to 
make any mistake in a matter where the safety 
of the castte was perhaps concerned* 

^^ Fear me not, worshipful sir," replied the 
youtii ; *< I am returning to pure air in the first 
place, and a good fire in the second, both accept* 
able exchanges for this dungeon of sufibcating 
vapours and execrable smells. You may trust 
to my making no delay ; a very short time will 
carry me badk to Castle Douglas, even moving 
with suitable attention to this old man's bones." 

^ Use him hmnanely," answered the knight. 
^ And thou, old man, if thou art insensible to 
threats of personal danger, in this matter, remem- 
ber, that if thou art found paltering with us, thy 
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punishment will perhaps be more severe than any 
we can inflict upon thy person.'' 
, <* 'Can you administer the torture to the soul ?" 
said the sexton. 

*^ As to th^e/' answered the knight, ^^ we have 
that power ; — we will dissolve every monastery 
or religious establishment held for the souls of 
th^se. Douglasses, and will only allow the reli-* 
gious people to hold their residence there, upon 
condition of their praying for the soul of King 
Edward the First of glorious memory, the nud- 
kus Scotorum ; and if the Douglasses are deprived 
t>f the ghostly benefit of the prayers and services 
of such shrines, they may term thy obstinacy the 



cause." 



'^ Such a species of vengeance," answered the 
old man, in the same bold unsubdued tone which 
he had hitherto used, ^^ were more worthy of the 
Infernal fiends than of Christian men." 

The squire raised his hand. The knight inter- 
posed : -" Forbear him," he said, " Fabian, he is 
very old, and perhaps insane. — And you, sexton, 
temember that the vengeance threatened is law- 
fully directed towards a family which have been 
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^e obstinate supporters of the excommiinica);e<{ 
rebel, who murdered the Red Comyn at the 
Jligh Church in Dumfries/' 

So saying, Aymer strode out of the ruins, picky 
ing his way with some difficulty — took his horse, 
which he found at the entrance — ^repeated a 
caution to Fabian, to conduct himself with pru- 
dence — ^and, passing on to the south-western 
gate, gave the strongest injunctions concern- 
ing the necessity of keeping a vigilant watch, 
both by patrols and by sentinels, intimating at 
the same time, that it must have been neglected 
during the preceding part of the evening. The 
men murmured an apology, the confusion of 
which seemed to express that there had existed 
some occasion for the reprimand. 

Sir Aymer then proceeded on his journey to 
Hazelside, his train diminished by the absence 
of Fabian and his assistants. After a hasty, but 
not a short journey, the knight alighted at Thomas 
Dickson's, where he found the detachment from 
Ayr had arrived before him, and were snugly 
housed for the night He sent one of the archers 
to announce his approach to the Abbot of Saint 
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Bride and his young gaest, intimating at the 
eame time^ that the archer must keep sight of the 
latter until he himself arrived at the chapd^ 
whidi would be instantly. 



cAsnjB DAKesKomu lis 



CHAPTER IV. 

Wlien tke nigKteDigale singes the wodes waxen gren^ 
Lef, and gras, and blosme, springetli in April I wene, 
And lore is to BByne herte gone witfi mae ifean so 
N'igbt and day my blood hyt drynkea, myne herte deth me tena. 

MS S. Hail. Quoted by Warton. 

Sir Aymer de Yauence bad no sooner follow^ 
ed his ardier to the conyent of Saint Bride, than 
he summoned the abbot to his presence, who came 
with the air of a man who loves his ease, and 
who is suddenly called from the couch where he 
has consigned hiras^ to a comfortable repose, 
at the summons of one whom he does not think 
it safe to disobey, and to whom he would not 
disjgpnse his senae of peevishness, if he durst 

** It is a late ride,'' he said, ** which has 
brought your worthy honour hither fir<»ii tiie 
castle. May I be informed of the cause, after the 
arrangement so recently gime into with die go- 
vernor?" 

^ It is my hope/* replied the knight, ^* that 
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you, Father Abbot, are not already conscious of 
it ; suspicions are afloat, and I myself have this 
night seen something to confirm them, that some 
of the obstinate rebels of this country are again 
setting afoot dangerous practices, to the peril of 
the garrison ; and I come, fsither, to see whether, 
in requital of many &yours received from the 
English monarch, you will not merit his bounty 
and protection, by contributing to the discovery 
of the designs of his enemies." 

** Assuredly so," answered Father Jerome, in 
an agitated voice. <* Most unquestionably my in- 
formation should stand at your command ; that 
is, if I knew any thing the communication of 
i^hich could be of advantage to you." 

^* Father Abbot," replied the English knight, 
^ although it is rash to make myself responsible 
for a North-country man in these times, yet I 
own I do consider you as one who has ever been 
fiEtithfuUy subject to the King of England, and I 
willingly hope that you will still continue so." 
. ** And a fine encouragement I have !" said the 
abbot; *^ to be called out of my bed at mid« 
night, in^this raw weather, to undergo the exar 
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mination of a knight, who is the youngest^ 
perhaps, of his own honourable rank, and who 
will not tell xne the subject of the interrogato- 
ries, but detains me on this cold pavement, till, 
According to the opinion of Celsus, the podi^^ 
which lurks in my feet may be driven into my 
stomach, and then good-night to abbacy and 
examinations from henceforward." 

'< Good father," said the young man, ^< the 
spirit of the times must teach thee patience ^ 
tecoUect that I can feel no pleasure in this duty, 
aad that if an insurrection should take place, the 
rebels, who are sufficiently displeased with the^ 
for acknowledging the English monarch, would 
hang thee from thine own steeple to feed th^ 
crows ; or that, if thou hast secured thy peace 
by some private compact with the insurgents, 
the English governor, who will sooner or later 
gain the advantage, will not fail to treat thee a^ 
a rebel to his sovereign." 

** It may appear to you, my noble son," an-* 
swered the abbot, obviously discomposed, <* that 
I am hung up, in this case, on the horns of the 
dilemma which ypu have stated; nevertheless, I 
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protest to yoU) that if any oiie accuses me ef 
cooBpimg with the rebels against the 'Kiog of 
E"g^^^^ I am ready^ provided you give me 
time to swallow a potion recommended by Cet 
aus in my perilous case, to answer with the mast 
perfect sincerity every question which thOu canst 
put to me upon that subject" So saying, ke 
called upon a monk who had attended at his 
levee, and giving him a large key, whiiq>ered 
semel^ing in his ear. The cup which the monk 
brought, was of such ci^acity as proved Celsna'f 
draught required to be administered in considef? 
able quantity, and a strong smell which it spread 
through the apartment, accredited the knight^9 
suspicion that the medicine diiefly consisted of 
what were thentermeddistilledwiU^rs^ a prepay 
ration known in the monasteries for some tim^ 
be£oire that comfortable secret had reached th^ 
laity in general. The abbot, neither overawed 
by the strength nor by ike quantity of the potion^ 
took it eS with what he himself would have cailed 
a feeling of solace and pleasance, and his voice 
became much more ccmiposed ; he signified him* 
self as comforted extraordinarily by the medicine, 
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and wQling to proceed to answer any questions 
wliich could be put to him by his gallant young 
fiiend* 

<< At present'' said die knighty ^ you are 
aime, fttber, tibat straogexs trayelling thiougk 
fliis country, must be the first objects of oue 
suspicions and enquiries. What is, for example,' 
your own opinion of the youth termed AugfuS- 
tine, the son, or calGng himself so, of a person 
eaUed Bertram the minstrel, who has resided fo£ 
some days in your convent ?" 

The abbot heard the question with eyes exn 
presfiiYe of surprise at the quarter from which it 
came. 

^ Assuredly,'' said he, ^^ I think of him as a 
youth who, firom any thing I have seen, is ot 
tint exceUent disposition, both with respect to 
lojralty and religion, which I diould haye ez>r 
pected, were I to judge from the estimable per^ 
son who eommitted him to my care.** 

With this the abbot bowed to the knight^ as 
IF he had conceived that this repartee gave him 
a silencing advantage in any question \^ch 
could follow upon that subject; and he warn. 
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probably^ therefore, surprised when Sir Aymer 
replied as follows : — 

*^ It is very true, Father Abbot, that I myself 
did recomimend this stripling to you as a youth of 
a harmless disposition, and with respect to whom 
it would be unnecessary to exercise the strict 
yigilance extended to others in similar circum- 
stances ; but the evidence which seemed to m^ 
to vouch for this young man's innocence, has not 
appeared so satis&ctory to my superk^r and com* 
mander; and it is by his orders that I now make 
ferther enquiries of you. You must think they 
are of consequence, since we again trouble you^ 
and at so unwonted an hour." 
> " I can. only protest by my order, and by the 
veil of Saint Bride,'' replied the abbot, the spi-; 
rit of Celsus appearing to fail his pupil, <« that 
whatever evil may be in this matter, is totally, 
unknown to me— nor could it be extorted from 
me by racks or implements of torture. What-* 
ever signs of disloyalty may have been evinced 
by this young man, I have witnessed none of 
them, although I have been strictly attentive to: 
hiB bdiaviour." 
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' ** In what respect ?* said the knig;ht — « and 
what is the result of your observation ?* 
. ^< My answer/' said the abbot of Saint Bride^ 
<< shall be sineere and downright* The youth 
condescended upon payment of a certain number 
of gold crowns, not by any means to repay the 
hospitality of the church of Saint Bride, but 
3Qtterely"— -f 

** Nay, fiither,'* interrupted the knight, •* you 
may cut that short, since the govemor and I weli 
nmierstand the terms upon which the monks of 
Saint Bride exercise their hospitality. In what 
manner, it is more necessary to ask, was it re- 
ceived by this boy ?'* 

<< With the utmost gentleness and modera- 
tion, noble sir," answered the abbot ; *^ indeed, 
it appeared to me, at first, that he might be a 
troublesome guest, since the amount of his bene- 
volence to the convent was such as to encourage, 
and, in some degree, to authorize, his demand- 
ing accommodation of a kind superior to that we 
had to bestow." 

" In which case," said Sir Aymer, " you 
would have had the discomfort of returning som^ 
part of the money you had received ?** 

VOL. IV. r 
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«< That," replied ^e abbot, << would have 
been a mode of settiement contrary to otr vows* 
Wliat IB paid to the treasury of Saint Bridget 
ettmiot, agreeably to our rule, be on any account 
Matored. But, noUe knight, there was no 
oeoaiSdon for dus ; a crust of white bread and a 
dmught of milk were diet sufficient to nourish 
this poor youth for a day, and it was my own 
l^nxiety for his health that dictated the furnish^ 
lug of his cell with a softer bed and coverlet 
&aii are quite consistent with the rules of our 
order.** 

<< Now hearken to what I say. Sir Abbot, and 
answer me truly,'' said the Knight of Valence 
-*^^ What communication has this youth held 
with the inmates of your convent, or with tluMtfe 
beyond your house ? Search your memory con« 
ceming this, and let me have a distinct answer^ 
for your guest's safety and your own depend 
upon it/' 

^< As I am a Christian man,*' said the abbot, 
<< I have observed nothing which could give 
ground for your worship's suspicions. The boy 
Augustine, unlike those whom I have observed 
who have been educated iai tilie worlds tdiow^d a 
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marked preference to the oompaiiy of sueh sisters:: 
as the house of Saint Bride contains, rather thaa 
for that of the monks, my brethren, although 
there are among them pleasant and conversible 
men* 

<< Scandal,'* said the young knight, ^ might 
find a reason for that preference*'' 

<< Not in the case of the sisters of Saint Brid*"* 
get," said the abbot, *^ most of whom have been 

« 

either sorely misused by time, or their comeliness; 
destroyed by some mishap previously to their- 
being received into the seclusion of the house.'* 
This observation the good &ther made with; 
some internal movement of mirth, which was 
apparently excited at the idea of the sisterhood 
of Saint Bridget becoming attractive to any one 
by dint of their personal beauty, in which, as ik 
happened, tiiey were all notably, and almost 
ludicrously, deficient. The English knightf to^ 
whom the sisterhood were well known, felt alsa 
inclined to smile at this conversation. 

I acquit," he said, << the pious sisterhood of 
;, odierwise than by their kind wii^e% 
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and attention to the wants of the suffering stran* 
ger." 

^* Sister Beatrice/' continued the father, resu- 
ming his gravity, '< is indeed blessed with a win- 
ning gift of making comfits and syllabubs ; but, 
on minute enquiry, I do not find that the youth 
has tasted any of them. Neither is sister Ursula 
so hard feyoured by nature, as from the effects of 
an accident ; but your honour knows that when 
a woman is ugly, the men do not trouble them-^ 
selves about the cause of her hard favour. I will 
go, with your leave, and see in what state the 
youth now is, and summon him before you.'' 

** I request you to do so, father, for the affedr 
is instant ; and I earnestly advise you to watch, 
in the closest manner, this Augustine's behar 
viour : you cannot be too particular. I will wait 
your return, and either carry the boy to the castle. 
Or leave him here, as circumstances may seem to 
require." 

The abbot bowed, promised his utmost exer-« 
tions, and hobbled out of the room to wait on 
the youth Augustine in his cell, anxious to tsLyontr 
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if possible, the wishes of De Valence** whom he 
looked upon as rendered by circumstances his 
military patron. - 

He remained long absent, and Sir Aymer 
b^an to be of opinion that the delay was sus^i 
pidous, when the abbot returned with perplexity 
and discomposure in his countenance. 

** I crave your pardon for keeping your wor- 
ship waiting," said Jerome, with much anxiety; 
<' but I have myself been detained and vexed 
by unnecessary formalities and scruples on the 
part of this peevish boy. In the first place, 
hearing my foot approaching his bedroon^ m, 
youth, instead of undoing the doori which would 
have been but proper respect to my place, on the 
contrary draws a strong bolt on the inside ; and 
this fastening, forsooth, has been placed on his 
chamber by Ursula's command, that his slumbers 
might be suitably respected. I intimated to him 
as I best could, that he must attend you without 
delay, and prepare to accompany you to die 
Castle of Douglas ; but he would not answer 
a single word, save recommending to me pa- 
tience, to which I was &in to have recoiuw% 
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as veil as your archer, whom I found fiiaBding 
aentinel before the door ot the cell^ and co&» 
tenting himself with the assurance of the sia* 
ten that there was no other passage by which 
Augustine could make his escape. At length 
the door <^ns, and my young master presents 
himself fully arrayed for his journey. The truth 
is^ I think some fresh attadc of his, malady has 
affected the youth ; h^ may perhaps be distorbed 
with some touch of hypodiondria, or black choler, 
a q)eGie8 of dotage of the mind, which is some* 
times found concomitant with and symptomatic 
«f this disorder; but he is at present composed^ 
and if your worship chooses to see him, he is at 
jwi command.*^ 

^ Call him hither,'* said the knight And a 
considerable space of time again eli^[wed ere the 
aloquence of the abbot, half chiding and half 
aoothing, prevailed ^ the lady, in her adopted 
diaraeter, to approach the parlour, in which at last 
Ae made her appearance, with a countenance on 
Hrlttch the marks of tears might still be diseoVeredy 
attd a pettish Bullenness, like that of a boy, or, with 
wv«renoe, thi^ of a girl, who is detmnined npes 
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tfAing herown way in any mtttter, and eqwUy 
solved to give no reaMm for her domg sc^ Hor 
liiinJed ler^ bad not prevented bor attending 
closely to all tlto miifflijags and disguisu^s by 
which her pilgrim^s dress was arranged} so as to 
alter her Itppearanoe, andeffeetnally disguise heir 
8«au But as ciyility prevented her wearing her 
large douched bat, she necessarily exposed her 
jcofuntenanoe mne than indieopen air;aadthouglL 
<tbe knight beheld a most lovely set of feature^ 
-yet they were not such as were inconsisteiit wkb 
the character she had adopted, and which she bad 
Tesolved upon maintaining to tiie last She bai^ 
accordingly, mustered \xp a degree of courage 
which was not natural to her, and Whieb sbi 
^rhaps supported by hopes which her situalion 
liardly admitted* So sogn as she found herself 
in the same ^Murtment with De Vdence> sbS 
assumed a style of mannors, bolder and s&oet 
determined than she had hitherto diiplayed. 

<< Your worship/^ she said» addreasii^ him 
erren before be spoke, << is a knight of England, 
and possessed, dodbtless, of the virtues whiA 
lieeome that noble station. I am an unfartunate 
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lad) obliged, by reasons which I am under the 
necessity of keeping secret, to travel in a dan- 
gerous country, where I am suspected, without 
any just cause, of becoming accessory to plots 
and conspiracies which are contrary to my own 
interest, and which my very soul abhors; and 
which I might safely abjure, by imprecating upon 
myself all the curses of our religion and renoun- 
^g all its promises, if I were accessory to such 
designs in'thought, word, or deed. Nevertheless^ 
you, who will not believe my solemn protesta- 
tion, are about to proceed against me as a guilty 
person, and in so doing I must warn you. Sir 
Knight, that you will commit a great and cruel 
mjustice.'' 

<^ I shall endeavour to avoid that," said the 
knight, ^^ by referring the duty to Sir John de 
Walton, the governor, who will decide what is 
to be done ; in this case, my only duty will be 
to place you in his hands at Douglas Castle.'^ y 

^ Must you do this ?' said Augustine. 

** Certainly,'* replied the knight, " or be aur 
awerable for neglecting my duty.'^ 

^ But if I become bound to answer your lost 



CJLBTLE DANGEROUS^ l2d 

\nth a large 8um of money, a large tract 0[ 

land" 

• << No treasure, no land, — supposing such at 
your disposal," answered the knight, *^ can atone 
for disgrace; and besides, boy, how should I 
trust to your warrant, were my avarice such as 
"would induce me to listen to such proposals ?' 

^* I must then prepare to attend you instantly 
to the Castle of Douglas> and the presence of 
-Sir John de Walton ?* replied Augustine. 

^^ Young man," answered De Valence, ^^ there 
is no remedy, since, if you delay me longer^ I 
must carry you thither by foice." 

<^ What will be the consequence to my 
&ther?" said the youth. 

** That," replied the knight, <^ will depend 
exactly on the nature of your confession and his; 
sometihing you both have to say, as is evident 
from the terms of the letter Sir John de Walton 
conveyed to you ; and, I assure you, you were 
l>etter to speak it out at once, than to risk the 
consequences of more delay. I can admit of 
no more trifling ; and, believe me, that your &te 
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will be eatirelj ruled by your own fainkm?mf 
and candour/' 

*' I must prepare, then, to trarel at your com- 
■landy'' laid the youth. ^ But this cruel dia* 
ease still hangs around me, and Abbot Jerome, 
whose leechcraft is feunous, will himsdf assure 
you that I cannot travd without danger of my 
life ; and that while I was residing in this eon- 
vent, I declined every opportunity of eicereise 
whicLwas offered me by the kindness of the gaorv 
risen at Hafeelside, lest I might by mishiq) bring 
ihe eontagioD among your men.*' 

<< The youth says right," said die abbot ; << tike 
iprdieis and men-at-arms hare more than once 
sent to invite this lad to join in some of their 
military games, orto amuse them, perhaps, with 
aome of his minstrelsy ; but he has uniformly 
declined doing so ; and, according to my beliej^ 
it is the effeds of this disorder which have pne* 
vented his accepting an indulgence so natural to 
his age,, and in so dull a place as the convent of 
Saint Bride must needs seem to a youth bred 
up in the workL" 

<* Do you then hold, reverend father,*' said 
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9|r Aymsr^ ^tkat tliexe is real danger in otrvyi* 
ing this youth to the castle to-night, as I pro* 

^^ I ooneelve such danger^'' replied die aUi)o^ 
^^toezisti not only as it nay occasion the relfqMi 
of the poor youth himseU» bat as particakdy 
iScely, no preparations haring been made, to in- 
troduce the infection among your honourable 
garrison ; for it is in these relapses, more than in 
the first Tiolenoe of tiie malady, that it has been 
found most oontagioitt.^ 

*^ Then/' said the knight, ^* yon must be eoo- 
teat, my firiend, to give a share of your room to 
an archer, by way of sentineL*' 

<< I cannot object," said Augustine, ^ provided 
my unfortunate vicinity does not endanger the 
bealth of tihe poor soldier/' 

*^ He will be as ready to do his duty," said 
the abbot, << without die door of the apariment 
*as within it; and if the youtii should sleep 
.WBBdly, which lie presence of a guard in Ms 
chamber might prevent, he is the more likely to 
answer your purpose on the morrow." • 

" Let it be so," said Sir Aymer ; ** so you 
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are sure tbat you do not minister any &cility of 
escape/' 

<< The apartment," said the monk, <^ hath nO 
other entrance than that which is g^uarded by 
the archer, but to content you, I shall secure th^ 
door in your presence.'* 

** So be it, then," said the Knight of Valence ; 
<< this donef, I myself will lie down without doffing 
my mail-shirt, and snatch a sleep till the ruddy 
dawn calls me again to duty, when you, Aug^us<- 
tine, will hold yourself ready to attend me to our 
-Castle of Douglas." 

The bells of the convent summoned the inha*> 
bitants and inmates of Saint Bride to morning 
"prayers at the first peep of day. When tins 
iluty was over, the knight demanded his priefOOH 
er. The abbot marshalled him to the . door of 
Augustine's chamber. The sentinel, who was 
stationed there, armed with a brown-bill, or spe- 
vies of partisan, reported that he had heard no 
motion in the apartment during the whole night. 
The abbot tapped at tiie door, but received no 
answer. He knocked again louder, but the si- 
ience was unbroken from within. 
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'^^ What means this ?'* said the reverend ruleif 
of the convent of Saint Bride ; ^* my young 
patient has certainly fallen into a syncope or 
swoon P* 

<< I wish) Father Abbot," said the knight, << that 
he may not have made his escape instead, an 
accident which both you and I may be required 
to answer, since, according to our strict duty, 
we ought to have kept sight of him, and detained 
him in close custody until daybreak.'^ 

*^ I trust your worship," said the abbot, <^onIy 
anticipates a misfortune which I cannot think 
possible*" 

<< We idiall speedily see," said the knight ; 
and raising his voice, he called aloud, so as to 
be heard within, ^^ Bripg crow-bars and levers, 
and burst me that door into splinters without an 
instant's delay !" 

The loudness of his voice, and the stern tone 
in which he spoke, soon brought around him the 
brethren of the house, and two or three soldiers 
of his own party, who were already busy in ca- 
parisoning Aeir horses. The displeasure of the 
young knight was manifested by his flushed fea- 
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tnrei^ and tlie abrupt maimer in widch he again 
rq>eated his conunanda for breaking open the 
dcKMr. This wbb speedily per&rmed, though it 
required the application of considerable streiq^ 
And as the shattered remains fel l crashinfr into 
the apartment, De Valence sprung^ and the 
abbot ' hobbled, into the cell of the prisoner^ 
which, to the fblfilinent of their worrt susptcbn% 
they found empty. 
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CHAPTER V. 



mmthhit? Hu Hh* deep cttAi Mrdl0V*d Idm? 

Or hai^ lie melted like loine airy plumtom 

That BhnnB tlie approach of mom and the youngs sui? 

Or hatli he wrapt him in Cimmerian dodDiea^ 

And poaa'd beyond At circuit of die ai^bt 

With things of the night'a ahadowa ? 

Antmymmtg, 

The diss^pearance of ^ youtlii, wkaie duh 
guise and wboBB &te hare^ we hope, iiieliiwd 
ear Teadezs to take some interest in loMf will 
require some ezplaiiatioii ere we proceed with 
the other -p&saaaLges of the story, and we ahidl 
8^ about giving it accordingly. 

When Angnrtine was consigned td his cell for 
the second time on the precedji^ erening, both 
tibe aobonlL dsod the young Knight of Valence had 
seen ^ key tamed upon Imn, and had heand 
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lum secure the door on the inside with the bolt 
which had been put on at his request by sister 
Ursula, in whose affections the youth of Au- 
gustincy his extreme handsomeness, and, above 
all, his indisposition of body and his melancholy 
of mind, had gained him considerable interest. 

So sooU) accordingly, as Augustine re-entered 
his apartment, he was greeted in a whisper by 
die sister, who, during the interval of his ab- 
sence, had contrived to slip into the cell, and 
having tappiced herself behind the little bed, 
came out, with great appearance of joy, to greet 
llie return of the youth. The number of little 
ttttentions, the disposal of holly boughs, and 
such other evergreens as the season permitted^ 
shofWed the anxiety of the holy sisters to deco^ 
rate the duunber of their gpiest, and the gre^ 
ings of sister Ursula expressed the same friendly 
interest, at the same time intimating that aha 
Was already in some degree in possession of the 
stranger's mystery. 

As Augustine and the holy sister were busied 
in exchange of conidence, the extraordinary 
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difference between their countenanees and jtheir 
persons must haye struck any one who might 
hare been accidentally a witness of their inter- 
^view. The dark pilgrim^s robe of the disguised 
female, was- not a stronger contrast to the white 
woollen garment worn by the votaress of Saint 
Brixle, llian the visage of the nun, seamed with 
many a ghastly scar, and the light of one of her 
eyes extinguished for ever, causing it to roll a 
sightless luminary in her head, was to the beau- 
tiful countenance of Augustine, now bent with a 
confidential, and even affectionate look, upon the 
extraordinary features of her companion. 

^< You know,'' said Ae supposed Augustine^ 
<< the principal part of my story ; can you, or 
will you, lend me your assistance ? If not, my 
dearest sister, you must consent to witness my 
death, rather than my shame. Yes, sister Ursu-? 
la, I will not be pointed at by the finger of scorUf 
mike thoughtless maiden idio sacrificed so much 
for a young man, of whose attachment she was 
not so wdLassured as she ought to have . been* 
I will not be dragged before De Walton, for the 
purpose of being^compelled, by threats of torture. 
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to decfanre myself die female in lumMr .of irliAm 
be lioldi ike Dangerous Gastle. No doobt^ lie' 
mi^t he glad to give his band in wedlock to a 
damsel whose doweiy is so ample; but wbo can 
ten whether be will regard me wi& that req^t 
which every woman would wish to commandt 
«r pard(m that boldness of which I have been 
gmlty, even thoiq^h its oonseqnences have been 
in bis own fimmr?' 

' << Nay, my darling daughter/' answered the 
Ann) <^ comfort yenrself ; for in all I can aid 
yon, be assured I wilL My means are somewhat 
more than my present situation may express, aad> 
be assured, they shall be tried to the uttermost 
Mediinhs I stall hear tfaatlay which you sung to 
the other sistem and myself although I alonay 
touched by feelSags IdndBsd to yoncs^ had the 
address to comprehend thit it toU ydnr own 
tale." 

^ I am yet surprised,'^ said Angoatins^' 

qpealdng beneath her breatibf << how I had tha 

boldness to sing in your ears the lay, which, iar 

ftiet,. was the history of my dii|;taoew" 

. ^ Alas I that yon w3l say so^*^ retmrned tka 



ami; ^ikerewHiiotawordbut^BvlitttresemUed 
tiliofli tales of love and of liigh-^irited daring 
wbidi the best minstrels lore to celebrate, and ^ 
tke noblest kniglits and maidena w«ep at onoe 
andsBulotobear. TheLadjrAngostaofBericelyy 
a great heiress^ aecording to ike world, boib in 
land ud movable goods, becomes the Eii^'a 
ward by the deadiof lierporeada;aiiddiiia]soii 
tbe point of being given away in marriage to a 
teinion el the King of Enghuid, whom, in these 
Scottish valleyiB^ we scnqdexiot to call a peremp« 
toiy tyrant.'^ 

*< I innst not say so, m^ sister,'^ said the pilv 
|;rim; ^ and yet, true it is, diat tiie eooain' of 
the obscure parasite <3avestoB, onidmn ike Eling 
widied to confiBr my poor hand^ was neither by 
btrdi, merit, ot cnenmstanee, worthy of sndli an 
alliance. Meantime I heard of the fame of Sir 
Ikim de Walton; and I heard of it not wtth the 
leas interest that4iis feals of chivilry were aaid 
to adorn a knight, who, ridi in every tUng else, 
was poor in worldly goods, and in the smiles of 
fertone. Isaw this SBr Johnde Walioai,andI 
adUouMge lliat a though^ which had droadj^ 
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intruded itself on my imagination, became^'afier 
tlus interview, by frequent recurrence, more 
fiuniliar, and more welcome to me. Methought 
that the daughter of a powerAil English fiEunily^ 
if she could give away with her hand such wealth 
as the world spoke of, would more justly and 
honourably bestow it in remedying the errors of 
fortune in regard to a gallant knight like De Wat> 
ton, than in patching the revenues of a beggarly 
Frenchman, whose only merit was in being the 
kinsman of a man who was very generally de* 
tested by the whole kingdom of England, ex** 
cepdng the infatuated monarch himself." 

^^ Nobly designed, my dai^hter,'' said the 
imn ; << what more worthy of a noUe heart> 
possessing riches, beauty, birth, and rank, than te 
confer them all upon indigent and chivalrous 
merit?* 

<* Such, dearest sister, was my intention," ire- 
plied Augustine ; <^ but I have, perhaps, seavee 
Sttffidenily explained the manner in which I 
'meant to proceed* By the advice of an aged min* 
strel of our house, the same who is now prisoner 
at Douglas, I caused exhibit a large feaat iqpoa 
Christmas eve, and sent invitations abroad to the 
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young knights of noble name who were known, 
to spend their leisure in quest of arms and ad- 
ventures. When the tables were drawn,' and the 
feast concluded, Bertram, as had been before 
devised, was called upon to take his harp. He 
sung, receiving from all who were present the 
attention due to a minstrel of so much fiune* 
The theme which he chose, was the frequent 
capture of this Douglas Castle, or, as the poet 
termed it, Castie Dangerous, * Where are the 
champions of the renowned Edward the First,! 
sdd the minstrel, ^ when the realm of England 
cannot furnii^ a man brave enough, or suffi- 
dently expert in the wars, to defend a miser* 
able hamlet of the North against the Scottish 
rebels, who have vowed to retake it over our 
soldiers' heads ere the year rolls to an end? 
Where are the noble ladies, whose smiles used 
to give countenance to the Knights of Saint 
Gorge's Cross ? Alalb ! the spirit of love and of 
chivalry is alike de^ amongst us — our knights 
are limited to petty enterprises — and our noblest 
heiresses are given as prizes to^ strangers, as if 
their own country had no one to deserve them.'-— 
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Here stopt llie harp; and I Aaate^to sliy, dial I 
■tysdf, as if mored to eotkufflasm by the B&Dg 
af Ae laiiiatreV aroK, and taking from my nedc- 
tlie ebam of gold n^ddii supported a crueifix of 
flpecial sanctity, I made my roWf always imder^ 
Ibe Kii^s peniiiasio&9 that I would give my 
Ittiid^ astd the mheritaace of my &dier% to the 
goad koighty baii^ of neUe birth and lineage, 
who should keep the Caslle <tf Douglas in the 
King of England's name, for a year and a day. 
I sat down, my dearest sister, deafened with 4jie 
jubflee in whidh my gaests^expressed their ap^ 
piaoae of my siqpposed patriotism. Yet some 
degree of pause took place amidst the young 
kaights, who might reasonaUy hare been sqK 
poaed ready to embrace this offi», althoagii at 
Ibe risk of being encumbered with Aiigastao£ 
Berkely?' 

^< Shame oii the man,'' said sister Ursula, 
^ who should think so ! Put your beauty alimey 
my dearest, into oonddeiataan, and a triLe knight 
ought to haye embraced the daagers of twexi^ 
Casdes of Douglasi rather than let such an ja* 
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'< It may be that aomt injeality dioiigkt ao^'^ 
said the pilgrim ; *< but it ygm tapposed that the 
Uagii fiivwr naglit be lost by those who seemed 
too atuaooB to thwart his royi^ purpose upon his 
wwd'oJiaiid. Atanyiate^gMatlytoiayjoyyllia 
ottly ffsmok idio availed himself of the ofier I 
had mlide) was Sir John de Waltim ; aad as hia 
offsr waaguaided by a olaa8e» saviBg and reser^ 
wa^ the kia^ approbatiois I h^pe he has not 
fisifeied any dudmition of Edvrard's feyour.'' 

« Assute yonrsdfy noUe and h]ghHB{»zked 
yoong kdy^" v^Med the nan, ^^ that there is no 
fear of 4by ganemos demotion hurting thy Joi^ee 
widi llie King of England, Something wa 
iMar ooneenung worUly passage^ ^fr&OL in this 
remote iwok of Saint Bride'sdoister ; and thexor 
port goes ^ano^ the Snglbh soUiera that their 
ting VBS ffid^ed offended at your puttii^ yomr 
win m opposition to Ms own; yet, on the otb^ 
bmd| lliis pveferrod lover, Sb Jcdm de Wattoiii 
was a man of such extensive &me, and your offer 
msw maeh in the diamoter of better but not 
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jGn^tten times, that even a king could not at 
the beginning of a long and stubborn war deprive 
an errant cavalier of his bride, if she should be 
duly won by his sword and lance/' 

<^ Ah ! dearest sister Ursula !" sighed the 
dt^^uised pilgrim, '^ but, on the other hand, 
how much time must pass by in the siege, by 
defeating which that suit must needs be advan-^ 
eed ? While I sat in my lonely castle, tidings 
after tidings came to astound me with the nume- 
xous, or rather the constant dangers, with whidi 
my lover was surrounded, untU at leng^, in a 
moment I think of madness, I resolved to set 
out in this masculine disguise ; and having my- 
self with my own eyes seen in what sitvadim I 
had placed my knight, I determined to take such 
meapures in respect to shortening the term of his 
trial, or otherwise, as a sight of Douglas Castle, 
and — ^why should I deny it ? — of Sir John de 
Walton, might suggest Perhaps you, my deaor- 
est sister, may not so well understand my beii^ 
tempted into flinclung from the resolution which 
I had laid down for my own honour, and that 
of my lover ; but consider, that my : resolu; 
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tion was the consequence of a moment of exei-* 
-tation, and that the course which I adopted was 
the conclusion of a long, wasting, sickening stale 
of uncertainty, dte effect of which was to weaken 
-the nenres which wcpre once highly strung wkh 
love of my country a^ I thought; but iii reality^ 
alas ! with fond and anxious feelings of a more 
-selfish description/' 

" Alas T* said sister Ursula, evincing the 
Btcongest symptoms of interest and compassion, 
** am I the person, dearest child, whom you 
suspect of insensibility to the distresses which 
are the fruit of true love ? Do you suppose that 
Ae air which is breathed within these walls has 
the* property, * upon the female heart, of suck 
marvellous fountains as they say change into 
stone the substances which are immersed inta 
their waters? Hear my tale, and- judge if it 
can be thiis with one who possesses my caused 
of grief • And do not fear for loss of time; \^e 
must let our neighbours at Hazelside be settled 
for the evening, ere I furnish you with the means 
of escape ; and you must have a trusty g^de^ 
tor whose fidelity I will be responsible, to 4he^ 

VOL. IV. G - 
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yonr padi Attrngh. tkese "weeds, mud f^roteot 
yon in ease of any danger, too likely to'ocear 
in Aese troublesome times. It will thus be 
liigb mi hoiir> ere you depairt ; «ad sure lam that 
in no manner ^an ^you spend the rtime better 
iSian in listening to distresses too -stmiiar to year 
bwn, and flowing fiidmtlies<na«e of diMppouits^ 
affection whieb you must needs sjrmpaduia 
%itii/' 

' ilie distresses of the Lady Augusta did n&t 
prevent ber being in some degree affected ahaost 
ludicrously with the Bingular contrast between 
tiie hideous coitntenance of this yictim of ^ 
liender passion, and the cause to whieb Ae im- 
putti her sorrows; but it was not a moment for 
^nng way to a sense of the ridiculous^ whtdl 
%ould have been in tiie highest degree offensivi 
to di6 sist^'df Saint Bride, whose good-wiU sfa^ 
4iad so nftayneflsonli to conciliate. She x^adil^ 
thieitefore, succeeded in preparing herself to Msten 
ko tile votary with^an appearance of sympathy; 
%rhidi inight reward tiiat whi^h she had herself 
e3q>eri€^ced«it tire hands of steter'Ui'stila; while 
liiettafiirtotnate'r^ttse, witii an agiMtlon whkA 
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-ttade her ugliness still 'more oonsptcuons^tiuK*- 
^Tifted nearly in a.wliiqper the foUowisg dreuni- 
estances : — i 

*^ My nusfortuBes commeticed liKiig before Ji 
«1MS caHed rister Ursula^ or secluded as a yotareas 
twithin these walls. My &ther was a noble Ua^ 
ntian^ who, like many of his countrymen, sought 
Atmd feand* fortune ^t the court of the Kiag ef 
'Sootlmd. He was endowed with the dierff* 
'4oin of this county, and Maurice de Hattdy, 4t 
Haiitlieu, was numbered amon^ the woaltlt^ 
<aad powerful barons of. Scotland. Wheiefefle 
should I deny it, that the daughter of this^bwin^ 
'dken called Margaret de Haudieu, 'wiis.iAk> 
ifistinguished among the great' and' &ir of tte 
'land? It can be no. censurable vanity wMoh pro- 
Yokes me to speak the truth, and unless I teU 
it myself, you could hardly suspect what % 
't^semblanee I ouee bore even to the lovely Lac^ 
^A.ugB8ta of Berkely. About this tkne b^^<<i^ 
those unfortofiate feuds hf Biiice ^aiMl -BiiM, 
which have been sa long- the curse ^ftUy icottii^ 
try. IMyMfaer, determined in his choice ^fpartf- 
hj Ibe'ftrgiunejits of iHS'^wealthy^iasmenat^hA 
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court of Edward) embraced with passion the &c- 
tion of the English interest, and became one 
of the keenest partisans at first of John 3alioI, 
and afterwards of the English monarch. None 
among the Anglocised-Scottish, as his party was 
•ealLed, were so zealous as Jie for the red cross, 
and no one was more detested by his coun- 
trymen who followed the national standard of 
Saint Andrew and the patriot Wallace. Among 
those sol<£ers of the soil, Malcolm Fleming of 
Biggar was one of the most distinguished by 
his noble birth, his high acquirements, and his 
&me in chivalry. I saw him; and the ghastly 
spectre who now addresses you must not be 
ashamed to say, that she loved, and was beloved 
by, one of the handsomest youths in Scotland. 
Our attachment was discovered to my father 
almost ere we had owned it to each other, and 
he was furious both against my lover and my;- 
self; he placed me under the charge of a religious 
woman of .this rule, and I was immured within 
the house of Saint Bride, where my faither 
ahamed not to announce he would cause me to 
take the veil by force unless I agreed to wed a 
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youth bred at the English court,^ his nephew; 
and, as Heaven had granted him no son^ the heir, 
as he had resolved, of the house of Hautlieu. I. 
was not long in making my election. I protested 
that death should be my choice, rather than any 
other husband excepting Malcolm Fleming. Nei- 
ther was my lover less faithful ; he found means 
to communicate to me a particular night on which 
he proposed to attempt to storm the nunnery of 
Saint Bride, and carry me from hence to free- 
dom and the greenwood, of which Wallace was 
generally called the king. In an evil hour — an 
hour, I think, of infatuation and witchery — I 
suffered the abbesi to wheedle the secret out of 
me, which I might have been sensible would 
^pear more horribly flagitious to her than to 
any other woman that breathed ; but I had not 
taken the vows, and I thought Wallace and Fle- 
ming had the same charms for every body as for 
me, and the artful woman gave me reason to 
believe that her loyalty to Bruce was without a 
flaw of suspicion, and she took part in a plot, of 
which my freedom was the object The abbess 
^ug^ed to liave the English guards removed 
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to a distaneey and in appearance the ixoopi were^ 
W^bdiawn* Accordingly, in the. middle of fltei; 
lught appointed, the window of my ceH^ whichxi 
was two stories from the g^onnd» was opened 
without Jimse ; and never were my eyes more: 
gladdened than, as ready disguised and arrayed;> 
fer flight, even in a liorseman's dress, like yourf 
self, fairest Lady Augusta^ I saw Malcolm He«p 
xaing spring into the apartment. He rushed to^* 
wards me ; but at the sasne'time my father witk 
ten of his strongest men filled the room, smAj 
cried their war-»cry of BalioU Blows w^re inr 
stantly dealt on every side* A finm like a* gianl^^ 
However, appeared in the midst of the tumult^, 
and distinguished himself even to my half^gidily 
eye, by the ease with which he bore dowit-attd; 
dispersed those who fought against our firtedom- . 
My father albne^ offored an opposition whidij 
threatened to prove fatal to him; for Wallaoey. 
it was said, could foil any two martial champiqasx 
that ever drew sword* Brushing from him the. 
atmed men, as a lady would ddve away with hec: 
fan a swarm of troublesome, flies, he secured mer 
in one axm^ used his other for our msstual pref-» 
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tedioD^. and Ifomnd mjraelf in die act of hnag 
bocne ia safety down. tlie . ladder by wiiick nrjr 
d^yeirefs had aaceiHled fiom without; — but aa 
evil £uke awaited this atteeopt. 

^< My &ther» whomithe Ghanoqpion of Seothuid 
had spared for my sake, .or rather for Elemiiigfa^ 
gained by his victor's compassion and leni^^ 
a fearful advantage, and made a remcnrseleiv 
nae of it. Having only his left hand to oppfisQ 
to. th& maxnac attempts of my frthear, even the 
itrengt^ of Walbiee coidd.not prevent <^e 9sA9Jhi 
an^ wi& all the energy oi despieration, froia 
throwing down:the ladder, on which his danghn 
tar was perched like a;dove-in.the graspof aa 
eagle. The champion saw our.dbigeiri 3,ui ferns 
ezting his inimitaUe str^igdiand c^Uity, cleaied 
himself and me ;from th^ ladder, and leaped free 
e£ the moat of the coavent,, into which we mn«l 
p4hierwiser.lmve. been preinpitiited^ The Chac99 
jixm of Seodand was savedSn the desperate al^ 
tempts bui; I^ who fell anxKng ^a keap of stones and 
rubbish, I, the diflobedient: daughter, wellnigk 
Ae apostate; vestal, wakedionly from a long bed 
af:8iekne8s,.to find mys^;.tbe dis%ured wretdi 
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iHtieE you now see me. I then learned that 
Malcolm had escaped from the fray, and short- 
ly^ after I heard, with feelings less keen per- 
haps than they ought to have been^ that my 
father was slain in one of the endless battles which 
took place between the contending factions. If 
he had lived, I might have submitted to the com- 
pletion of my fate ; but since he was no more, I 
felt that it would be apreferablelot to be a beggar 
in the streets of a Scottish village, than an Abbess 
in this miserable house of Saint Bride '; ;3ior was 
even that poor object of ambition, on which my 
&ther used to expatiate when desirous of per- 
suading me to enter the monastic state, by milder 
means than throwing me off the battlements, 
long- open to me* The old abbess died of a cold 
caught the evening of the fray ; and the place, 
which might have been kept open until I was 
capable of filling it, was disposed of otherwise, 
when the English thought fit to reform, as they 
termed it, the discipline of the house ; and, in- 
stead of electing a new abbess, sent hither two 
or three friendly monks, who have now the abso- 
kite ''government of the community, and wield 
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it entirely according to the pleasure of the 
English. But I, for one, who have had the 
honour to be supported by the arms of the 
Champion of my country, will not remain here 
to be. commanded by this Abbot Jerome. I will 
go forth; nor do I fear to find relations and 
friends, who will provide a more fitting place of 
refuge for Margaret de Hautlieu than the con* 
vent^of Saint Bride ; you, too, dearest lady, shall 
obtaui^your freedom, and it will be well to leave 
such information as will make Sir John de Wal^ 
ton aware of the devotion with which his happy 
&te has inspired you." 

'^ It is not, then, your own intention,'' said 
the Lady Augusta, ^^ to return into the world 
again, and you are about to renounce the lover, 
in a union with whom you and he once saw 
your joint happiness ?'* 

<^ It is a question, my dearest child,'' said 
sister Ursula, ** which I dare not ask myself, 
and to which I am absolutely uncertain what 
answer I should return. I have not taken the 
final and irrevocable vows ; I have done nothing 
to alter my situation with regard to Malcolm 

g2 
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Flaming. He alsa^ by ike vows ^^htediii: the 
Chancery o£ Heaven^is myaffiaaced brid^;rocHn^ 
Bor am I canscious that I less deserve his £uth^ 
ia any respect now, than at the moment when 
it was pledged to me; but, I confess, deaoesi 
lady, that rumonrs have reached me, which stiii^. 
ine to tha quick ; ihe reports of my wounds and 
scars are said to have estxanged the Knigjit of 
my choice. I am now indeed poor,'' she added/ 
with a. sigh, <^ and I am no longer possessed 
of those {^rsonal charms, whicb they say attnuet 
the love, and fix the fidelity, of the other sGKi 
I teach myself, therefore, to think, in my mo^ 
ments fi£ settled resolntion, ,that all betwixt 'me 
and Malcolm Fleming is at w end, saving good 
wishes on the part of both towards the other ; 
and yet there is a sensation ia my bosom whioh 
whispers, in spite of my reason, that if I abso* 
lately believed that which I now say, there would 
be no object on earth worthy my living for in 
order to attain it. This insinuating prepossessocm 
whispers to my secret soul, and in very opposi^ 
lion to my reason and understandings that Mal^* 
edm Meming, who could pledge his 4II upon the 



mrvite ct Ids cofsaiteyi is iiieapaixl^ of nonrishiiigp 
the TearsatUe afiecttoa of an ordinary, a eoacrae,, 
or a renal character. Mettdnks, were the def** 
ferenoe iq»0(a his part instead of nune^ he woiilA 
ikot lose his interest in my eyes^ because he vnd 
seamed wiih honourable scars, obtaiiied in as^ 
serdng the freedom of his choice, bnj^ that such 
tprevnds would, in my opinion^ add to his merit,; 
whatever they took away from his personal corner 
Mmess* Ideas rise on my soul, as if Malcolm atnd 
M^trgaret might yet be to each otfa^ all that tbei^ 
affections once anticipated wkh so much security^ 
aakdithat'a'cHange, which took nothii^ f rom tha 
honour and virtue c^ the beloved person, miBl 
raither add to,^ than diminish, the charms of tho 
tyoaon. Look at .me, dearest Lady Augusta !-^ 
look me-r-if you ^ve comtige—full in the facey 
and tell me whelJier I do-nbt rave when my 
£meyis thus converting mere possibilities into 
that which is natural and probable/* 
^ The Lady of Berkely, conscious of the neee»« 
ioty) raised her eye& on-t&e upfortunate num^ 
liraid of losing her own chance pf deliverattco 
by the mode 4n whicb shd ah^idd conduct her* 
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self In this crisis; yet not willing at the same 
time to flatter the unfortunate Ursula, with sug- 
gesting ideas for which her own sense told her 
die could hardly find any rational grounds. But 
her imagination^ stored with the minstr^y of 
tike time, brought back to her recollection the 
Loathly Lady in ^^ The Marriage of Sir Gawain," 
and she conducted her answer in the following 
manner : — 

. << You ask me, my dear Lady Margaret, a 
trying question, which it would be unfriendly 

cruel to answer with too much rashness. It is 
true^ that what is called beauty is the first 
quality on whidi we of the weaker sex learn to 
set a value ; we are flattered by the imputation 
of personal charms, whether we actually possess 
them or not ; and no doubt we learn to place 
upon them a great deal more consequence than 
in reality is found to belong to them. Women^ 
however, even such as are held by their own 
sex, and perhaps in secret by themselves, as 
devoid of all pretensions to beauty, haye been 
Juiown. to become, from their understanding, 
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their talents, or their accomplishments, the un- 
doubted objects of the wannest attachment* 
Wherefore then should you, in the mere rash- 
ness of your apprehension, deem it impossible 
that your Malcolm Fleming should be made of 
that porcelain day of the earth, which despises 
the passing captivations of outward form, in com- 
parison to the charms of true affection, and the 
excellence of talents and virtue ?'' 

The nun pressed her companion's hand to her 
bosom, and answered her with a deep sigh* 

<* I fear,'' she said, <^ you flatter me, and yet, 
in a crisis like this, it does one good to be flat- 
tered, even as cordials, otherwise dangerous to 
the constitution, are wisely given to support a 
patient through a paroxysm of agony, and enable 
him to endure at least what they cannot cure. 
Answer me only one question, and it will be time 
we drop this conversation* Could you^ sweet 
lady, you upon whom fortune has bestowed so 
many charms; could any argument make you 
patient under the irretrievable loss of your per- 
sonal advantagefli, with the concomitant loss, bs 
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is mj^OBiSie is most probable^ bf'diat loV^r'ifor: 
whom yxm hav« already done .oamKK?" 
- The EnglisH. lady cast lier eyes again on £er 
firiehd, and could tiot help shiidderii^ a l&tle ati 
tlie flion^t of her own beautiful countemnce 
being exchanged &r th« seamed and scarfed i 
featmrea of the Lady of Hautlieu, irr^tdoilyr 
lights by the beams of a single eyew 

'< Believe me," she said, looking solemidy^ 
upwards^ ^'that even in the case which you smp- 
pose, I would hot sorrow so much for mya^ aS' 
X' would for l^e poor^-spirited. thoughts of the 
lover who could leave me beeanse those^ tnuttik- 
Uny chaarms (which must in any tsmit ere Jongi 
take their^depafftore) )iad fled ere yet the bfidol} 
day. It iS) however, concealed by the decrees^ft 
Providence, in what manner, or to what ext^it)' 
other persoiisy with whose dispos^on we are noi 
ftiUy^quakited, may be affected by mick changes^ 
I can only assure you that my hop^^sgxx with^ 
yours, and that there is no difficulty which $hall^ 
remain ii^ your path in future, if- it is in my; 
pOTit^r ta remove it^^-^Havk !'* ^ - 

« It is the signal of our freedom,*' repUed 



Ufsoia^. giving attau^n tor saBKdhiog rcBeoa^^ 
luting th)e ^oop of i]i8.n]^t.owl. '^ We masti 
psefMire tM> leare. the oDnvent in. a few imnvtesi' 
Have: yoa ai^ thing to >tdkQ with, yon 3" 
- " Noiiimg," aaswered the Lady of Berlqely^. 
^ except the few valuables, which I scarce knosw^ 
why I .brought: with me on my flight, hither* 
TMs seroQ, which I shaU leaye behind, gires myi 
faithM minstrel permission to sare himself, byi 
Qonfessiiig to Sir John de Walton who tjie pei^oo)' 
really is whom he has had within his reach.'' > 
^' It is strange^" said the novice of Saint Bride^' 
" through what extraordinary labyrinths tbiflt 
Love, thia Will-of*the-Wisp, guides his votaries. 
Tike heed as you descend ; this trapdoor, care^' 
&illy concealed, curiously jointed and oiled, leadd 
to a secret postern, where I concave the horses 
already wait, which will enable us speedily to 
bid adteu to Saint Bride's — Heaven's blessing on^ 
her^. and on her convent ! We can have no a«^ 
vantage ftom any light, until we are in the open 



air." 



During this time, sister Ursula, to give her 
for the last time her conventual name, exchanged 
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het stole, or loose upper garment, for the more 
succinct cloak and hood of a horseman. She led 
the way through divers passages, studiously com- 
plicated, until the Lady of Berkely, with throb- 
bing heart, stood in the pale and doubtful moon- 
light, which was shining with grey uncertainty ^ 
upon the walls of the ancient building. The 
imitation of an owlet's cry directed them to a. 
neighbouring large ehn, and on approaching it, 
they were aware of three horses, held by one, 
concerning whom they could only see -that he 
was tall, strong, and accoutred in the dress of a 
man-at-arms. 

" The sooner,'' he said, " we are gone from 
this place. Lady Margaret, it is so much the 
better. You have only to direct the course which 
we shall hold." 

Lady Margaret's answer was given beneath 
her breath ; and replied to with a caution from 
the guide to ride slowly and silently for the first 
quarter of an hour, by which time inhabited places 

f 

would be left at a distance. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Great was the astonislunent of the young 
Rnight of Valence and the reverend Father Je* 
rome, when, upon breaking into the cell, they 
discovered the youthful pilgrim's absence ; and, 
from the garments which were left, sav^ every 
reason ,to think that the one-eyed novice, sister 
Ursula, had accompanied him in his escape from 
custody. A thousand thoughts thronged upon Sir 
Aymer, how shamefully he had suffered himself 
to be outwitted by the artifices of a boy and of a 
novice. His reverend companion in error felt no 
len contrition for having recommended to the 
knight a mild exercise of his authority. Father 
Jerome had obtained his prefermentas abbot upon 
the fidth of his zeal for the cause of the English 
monarch, with the affected interest in which he. 
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was at a loss to reconcile his proceedings of the 
last night. A hurried enquiry took place, from 
which little could be learned, save that the young 
pilgrim had most certainly gone oiBT with the Lady 
Margaret de Hautlieu, an incident at which the 
females of the conrvent .CKpreased surprise, min- 
gled with a great deal of horror ; while that of 
the males, whom the news soou reached, was 
^<pialified with a degree of wend^r, wUdi seeBied 
ta be founded upon, the very diffiBreiit ptfsoitd 
appearance of the two fngitiveB.^ 
, ^< Sacred Virgin," said a nun, <' who. ondd banrei 
conceived the hopeful votaress, sister Ursula^ sot 
latdiy drowned in tears for her fiitheir's untiiaelyt 
&te, capable of eloping wiUutt yoHBg boy,, soaice 
firarteen.yeani old?' 

'< And, holy Saidk Bride/' said 'the Ablwt JeR 
Bome, ^ wbtt could hare: made so ktiiriiiwiiiffi a^ 
young man lend hsa axm.to assist soeka jiiglife«> 
marec a» sister Ursula in the commission of . se: 
great an enormity? Certainly be. oaa.nmdieaR 
plead temptadnn nor seduetinn, but.nBi8t:li»p)a 
gone, aa the worldly phrase is,. — ^to the:devilwit&; 
a^disheloiit/' 



C48TLE DAVanBAVfi*. t6& 

Ik 

. ^ I Buat dbpene tke soUiflrsitorpiuiiiLe. the 
fafp&reB/* fiaid De Valence^ ^< ud^sft tUs lett«r» 
which, the jn^riia most have left. be^Usid )mm, 
Aall eontain some explaoatioa respaeting our 
iBysterioma priaontr/' 

MtBx viewing th^ conienta. wtth . amn sur? 
prise^ he read al0ucl». — *^ The. mdevai^iied» late: 
FesidiDg in the haoae of Saint^ Beide» do ;ou^ 
Father Jerome^ the aWbot of said heiiae, to kiiew> 
that findiiig yea wne disposed te treat xne as a 
prisoner anda spy^ in the sanctuary te whieh yeu. 
had reeeived me. ae a distressed person) I have 
resolved to nse my nateroi liberty, with wltifih 
yoic have no ' nght to. interfete» and therefore 
have witbdrasrjfemyadi finxayoorfdibacy. Merer* 
over, finding that the neriee cfdled in your eon«- 
▼eni sistaf Ursula, (who. halh, by monastic rule 
and ^cipline, afioar'title to return to the world, 
lodess fiheie pieaaedy after a year's novieiale^ to 
profess hersdf .sister of yoer order,) is determi* 
ned to use such privilege, I joyfidly take the 
opportnmty of her. company in this, her lawful 
resolution, as being what is in conformity to the 
law/ of God, and the precepts of Saint Bride, 
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which give you no authority to detain any per* 
son in your convent by force, who hath not taken 
upim her irrevocably the vows of the order. 

•* To you, Sir John de Walton, and Sir Aymer 
de Valence, knights of England, commanding 
t^e garrison of Douglas Dale, I have only to say, 
that you have acted and are acting against me 
under a mystery, the solution of which is com- 
prehended in a secret known only to my &ith- 
ful minstrel, Bertram of the many Lays, as whose 
son I have found it convenient to pass myself. 
But as I cannot at this time prevail upon myself 
personally to discover a secret which cannot well 
be unfolded without feelings of shame, I not 
only give permission to the said Bertram the 
minstrel, but I charge and command him, that he 
tell to you the purpose with which I came ori- 
^ally to the Castle of Douglas; When this is 
diseovered, it will only remain to express my 
feelings towards the two knights, in return far* 
the pain and agony of mind which their violence . 
and threats of further severities have occasioned ^ 



me^ 



" And first, respecting Sir . Aymer de Var 
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lence, I freely and willingly forgive Bim for 
having been involved in a mistake to which I 
myself led the way, and I shall at all times be 
•happy to meet with him as an acquaintance^ 
and never to think farther of his part in these 
few days' history, saving as matter of mirth and 
ridicule. 

*^ But respecting'Sir John de Walton, I must 
jrequest of him to consider whether his conduct 
towards me, standing as we at present do towards 
each other, is such as he himself ought toforget, 
or I ought to forgive ; and I trust he will under- 
stand me when I tell him, that all former con- 
nexions must henceforth be at an end between 
him and the supposed 

** Augustine.** 

<< This is madness,'' said the abbot, when he 
had. read the letter, — ^^ very Midsummer mad- 
ness ; not unfrequently an accompaniment oi tldv 
pestilential disease, and I should do well in 
requiring of those soldiers who shall first ap* 
prehend tliis youtb Augustine, that they reduce 
his victuals immediately to water and bread. 



twiriwg cane that tiie diet do not^xecedl iarmOBh 

diomld'be manonted by the learned, did I'm- 
conraieBd a stdSdent iAt^mixtace of 'fligeiy»* 
tioo mill belts, «tirrap*lda<]ier89 «r maAiglmt 
4iifd fiuliiig Aioge, widi ridaigrwhipfi, ' switdieiy 
and the like." i 

^^Busbl my reverend faither/' said De'Va- 
lenee, ^' a light begins to break invpon »id. 
John de Walton, if my suspicion be triie,ii^#iil& 
aooser expose his own fiksh to be hewn fifsom ik 
bones, than hare tbb Augustine'^ £nger staog 
by a goat. Instead of treating this 'ymith a82a 
anadman, I, formy 4fvm part, will be eoBtented 
to avow that I myself hai«e be^a beivitdied4uad 
fai^okiated ; and by my honour, if I send out my 
attendants in quest of the fugitives, it shall be 
tnth the i^ct chaige, liiat, when apprehended, 
they treat th^m with all req>eet, and protedt 
them, if they object to return to this house^ te 
any honourable place dF refirge which they may 
desire.'^ 

^* Lhope," said the abbot, looking stmngeiy 
fHmfm&i, *^ I AsH be fifst heard in behalf 4xf Ae 



idkatch eoneemin^ &is oifitir «f antmlMlBeled 
anm? Youstfe yonsel^ Sfa* SjugiM;, that thi^ 
«eap€igraee of ^a aaiiKtrel avouches neitker fei- 
|i«atattee:iuir e^ntiitioii at hu «bare in a suiter 
«>.flagkkms." 

; ^< ¥da-diallbefiecttredaa<^po»taBityof beiBj^ 
'&l\y keard," teplied the knight, *'if yoa AaSL 
Ssd at last 1liat ycm really desire jone. 'MeeA<^ 
time, I must back, without a moatesiit^ delay,* to 
iinfoorm £Kt J#hiiife Wakonof thetuin \vkickaf^ 
:£sdisliavi&lakea. i)ai«well, reverend fiUker« By 
my ho»f>iir,AFe may wiiA eadi other joy that^w^ 
lave escaped (torn a troaUesome charge, whic^ 
liroug^t as mudi tenror with it« as Ae phutoms 
*«fa'£satifiil dream, and is yet found capable of be- 
ing dispelled by a cure as simple as Aat of awa^ 
'•kening ike steeper. But, by Saint Bride ! both 
'cktirdinian 'andlsyiiraji are bound to sympathiee 
'wi^ t^e unfortunate l^r John de Walton. I tefl 
lA#s^:&l3ker, that if this letter"--*toudiing the 
tnis^nrie with his &sger*~^<>i8 to be construed 
liliefally, so &r as respects him,. he is Ikre BUUt 
SMtt 4o he pitied betirixt -die Jbrink of Solway 
and the place where we now stand. Suspend tiij 
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curicNsity, moi^t worthy churdunan, lest theire 
should be more in this matter than I myself see ; 
60 that, while thinking that I have lighted on the 
true explanation, I may not have to acknowledge 
that I have been again leading you into erf or.-r- 

' Sound to horse there ! Ho !" he called out from 

« 

the window of the apartment ;r << and let the 
party I brought hither prepare to scour the woods 
on their return." 

" By my faith !" said Father JeromC) ^^ I ai^ 
right glad that this young nut-craeker is going 
to leave me to my own meditation. Ilmtewhena 
young person pretends to understand whatever 
passes, while his betters are obliged to confess 
that it is all a mystery to them« Such a^ afr- 
sumption is like tiiat of the conceited fool, sist^ 
Ursula, who pretended to read with a single 
eye a manuscript, which I myself could not find 
intelligible with the assistance of my spectacles/' 

This might not have quite pleased the youag 
kniglit, nor was it one of those truths which the 
abbot would have chosen to deliver in his he^iri^g; 
But the knight had shaken him by the hand, sai^ 
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adieu, and was already at Hazekide issuing par* 
tieular orders to little troops of the archers and 
'others, and occasionally chiding Thomas Dick- 
son, who, with a degree of curiosity which the 
English knight was not very willing to excuse, 
Jiad been endeavouring to get some account of 
Ihe occurrences of the night. 

" Peace, fellow !*' he said, " and mind thine 
own business, being well assured that the hour 
will come in which it will require all the atten- 
tion thou canst give, leaving others to take care 
of their own affidrs.'' 

<^ If I am suspected of any tUng,*' answered 
Dickson, in a tone rather do^ed and surly than 
odierwise, '^ methinks it were but fair to let me 
know what accusation is brought against me. I 
need not tell you that chivalry prescribes that a 
Jmight should not attack an enemy undefied." 

<< When you are a knight,'' answered Sir 
Aymer de Valence, <' it will be time enough 
for me to reckon with you upon the points of 
fonn4ue to you by the laws of chivalry. Meaner 
while, you had best let me know what share you 
have had in playing off the martial phantom whid^ 

VOL. IV. H 



sonnded the rebellious dtogaa of Doii§^ in iim 
tpun of that name*?' 

- ^^ I kii0w nothiiig of what you i^eak," answer*' 
ed the goodmaiii of Hftzekkle* 

^ See then/' said like knight, ^ diat 7011 do 
not engage yonrseif in the affiiirs of odies people^ 
even if your conscience warrants- tJiat you aro 
in no danger from your own^" 

So 8ayu»g,he rode o^notwaitmgany answer, 
^e ideas whidi filled his head were to the €oh 
Iffwmg purpose. 

^^ I know not how it is, but one mist se^ooa 
io sooner to cl^ur away, than we find ourselres 
engaged hl am^ex. I take^ itfor gmited, that 
iiie diflgtused damsel is.no other than the goddess 
of Waltmi's private idolatry, who has cost him 
and me so mwch trouble, and some certain degree 
of ^ misnndenstanding during these last weeks» 
By my honour ! dis £dr lady is right lavish in 
tbe^ paedon whkh. she has so. frankly bestowed 
upon me^ and Jf she is willii^ to be less conb^ 
j^aiaanl; tovJSSr John de Walton, why then--* Ami 
ndbat then ?*--It . surely does not infiec that she; 
WMldiraoebr^. me into> thai place in } wf oBSasAeoM^ 



wUbh slie has jua* expdUed De Walton ? 
ISor, if she did, could I avail myself ef a ehaagv 
in favoiix of m^selft at the expense erf mj Smui 
9ni eompanibn in anns^ It w^e » folly eyen'to 
4bcfli&o€a thing so isoprobaUe. But with respedr 
to the othen bmiaessy it is woriii seiioua c&nA* 
tisrstknu Yon sexton seems to have kept cotn-» 
pany willi dead bodi^^ until he is unfit for the 
mdety of the Uving ; and as to that Didcson of 
Hazelside, as they call him, th^e is no atteispt 
against the English during these esdlbss wai^in 
which that nuin has not been concerned; had 
my fife depended upon it^ I could not ha^epter 
YEcnted. myself fiem intimating my siB|dciong otf 
hnn, .let him take iit as. he listed'' 
. So saying, the knight spurred hi» hofse^ and^ 
aanriving at Douglas Castle without further ad^ 
liesrt^ey denonmded, in a- tone of greater cordiality 
&an he had cS late used, whether be could be 
adtoitted to Sir Jdbn de Wdton, having some**- 
Aing of eonsequenee to repo^ to. him. Ifewast 
nimwdiattslyuriieredinto an apaitm^tl^ in which^ 
dio gowmep wa^ seated at his solitary b^^eakfhst. 
CSonsid^ring tlte terms' upoiv whMi Aey &»» 
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lately stood, the governor of Douglas Dale was 
somewhat surprised at the easy fitmiliarity with 
which De Valence now approached hinu 

*^ Some uncommon news/' said Sir John, 
rather gravely, << have brought me the honour 
ef Sir Aymer de Valence's company/' 
• ^* It is," answered Sir Aymer, *^ what seems 
of high importance tQ your interest, Sir John 
de Walton, and therefore I were to blame if I 
lost a moment in communicating it." 

^ I shall be proud to profit by your intelli- 
gence," said Sir John de Walton. 

^ And I too," said the young knight, '* am 
loath to lose the credit of having penetrated a 
mystery whidi blinded Sir John de Walton. At 
the same time, i do not wish to be diought 
capable of jesting with you, whic^ might be the 
case, were I, from misapprehension, to give a 
fidse key to this matter. With your permis- 
sion, then, we will proceed thus: We go to- 
gether to the place of Bertram the minstrel's 
confinement I have in my possession a scroll 
from the young person who was intrusted to the 
oare of ike Abbot Jerome ; it is written in a de^ 
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licate female hand, and g^ves authority to the 
minstrel to declare the purpose which brought 
them to this vale of Douglas.'* 

<' It must be as you say/' said Sir John de 
Walton, ^^ although I can scarce see occasion for 
adding so much form to a mystery which can be 
expressed in such small compass/' 

Accordingly the two knights, a warder lead- 
ing the way, proceeded to the dungeon to which 
the minstrel had been removed. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

r 

» 

The do^s <^ ike sftrengliold being undone^ 
displayed a dungeon such as ki those days heli 
victims hopeless of escape, but an which the ia^ 
genious knave of modern times would scarcely 
have deigned to remain many hours. The huge 
rings by which the fetters were soldered together^ 
and attached to the human body, were, when 
examined minutely, found to be clenched to- 
gether by riveting so very thin, that when 
rubbed with corrosive acid, or patiently ground 
with a bit of sandstone, the hold of the fet- 
ters upon each other might be easily forced 
asunder, and the purpose of them entirely frus- 
trated. The locks also, large, and apparently 
very strong, were so coarsely made, that an 
artist of small ingenuity could easily contrive to 
get the better of their fastenings upon the same 



prine^e. The dayliglit fotmd its Wdj to tliA 
subterranean dungeon only at noon, and tkrongii 
a passage iriiich was purposely made tortuous, so 
as to exclude ike rays of the sun, while it pre^ 
sented no obstacle to wind or Tain* The do^ 
trine that a prisoner was to be esteemed inno*- 
cent until he should be found guilty by his peers, 
was not understood in those days of brute foroe^ 
and he was.oxdy accommodated with a lamp or 
other alleviation of his misery, if his demeanour 
was quiet, and he appeared disposed to give his 
jailer no trouble by attempting to make his escapa 
Such a cell of confinement was diat of Bertram^ 
whose moderation of temper and patiei^e had 
nevertheless procured for him such mitigations 
4)f his fiite as the warder could grant. He was 
.permitted to carry Into his cell the old book, ia 
the perusal of which he found an amiuiement ci 
iiis solitude, together widi writing materials, and 
vack oilier belps towards spending his time as 
were consistent with his abode in the bosom of 
iiie rock» and the degree of information with 
.which his minstrel craft had possessed him. He 
raised his head from the table as the knights en- 
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ttreis while the governor observed to the young 
knight : — 

** As you seem to think yourself possessed of 
the secret of this prisoner, I leave it to you, Sir 
Aymer de Valence, to bring it to light in the 
manner which you shall judge most expedient; 
If the man or his son have suffered unnecessary 
hardship, it shall be my duty to make amends — 
which, I suppose, can be no very important 
•matter." 

Bertram looked up, and fixed his eyes full 
upon the governor, but read nothing in his 
looks which indicated his being better acquaint* 
ed than before with the secret of his imprison- 
ment. Yet, upon turning his eye towards Sir 
Aymer, his countenance evidently lighted up, 
and the glance which passed between them was 
one of intelligence. 

' ** You have my secret then,** said he, " and 
you know who it is that passes under the mune 
^f Augustine ?* 

Sir Aymer exchanged with him a look of 
acquiescence ; while the eyes of the governor, 
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f^dng wildly firom the prisoner to the knight 
of Valence, exclaimed, — 
. ^^ Sir Aymer de Valence, as you are belted 
la%ht and Christian man, as you hare hmioiir 
to preserve on earth, and a soul to rescue after 
death, I charge you to tell me the meaning of 
this mystery ! It may be that you conceive, 
witli truth, that you have subject of complaint 
against me ;^If so, I will satisfy you as a knight 
may/* 

The minstrel spoke at the same moment. 

^^ I charge this knight," he said, ^^ by his tow 
of chivalry, that he do not divulge any secret be- 
longing to a person of honour and of character,, 
unless he has positive assurance that it is done 
entirely by that person's own consent.*' 

<< Let this note rem({fre your scruples,** said 
1^ Aymer, putting the scroll into the hands of 
the minstrel;. ** and for you. Sir John de Wal- 
ton, &r from retaining the least feeling of any 
misunderstanding which may have existed be- 
tween us, I am disposed entirely to bury it in 
f<»getfulness, as having arisen out of a series of 
mistakes which no mortal could have compre- 

h2 
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llended. 'And do not be offimded, my ddcr £8r 
John, when I protest, on my km^tly fidd&» thai 
I pity the painivfaich I thmk ihis scroll is fikdy 
to gtine you, and that if my utmost efbits cmi 
be ai the least senriee to you ia lumLTdling l3ai$ 
tangled skein, I will eoaitribute them widi as 
much earnestness as ever I did aught in my Hfe. 
This fidthfiil minstrel will now see that he dm 
have no 4fifficulty in yielding up a secret, whick 
> I doubt not, but for the writing I have ju§t pot 
into his hamk, he would have oohtinued to keep 
with unshaken fidelity/' 

Sir Aymer now placed in De Walton's hand 
a note, in which he had, ere he left Saint hide's 
eonvent, signified his own int^retation of the 
mystery t and the governor had searcely read the 
name it contained, before the same name was 
pronounced aloud by Bertnun, who, at the same 
moment, handed to the governor tiie scroll whidt 
he had received from the knight of Valence* 

The white plume which floated over die 
knight's cap of maintenance, which was warn 
as a headpiece within doors, was not more pale 
in complexion than was the knight himself at 
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Ae HMspeetod and smpritiBg infimmdm, iHM 
die lady wbo wb% in <(^vabtMtt plumei «inpMit 
<yf ^1 thoughts, and conunander of lib acli<xa%; 
and to whom, oren in less iantifitic tiaiM, h# 
most ha>« owed die dec|>eit giatitade for tfaa 
fmeroiu electicm which she had made in Ui 
fiiTOtu^ was the same petsoa whoa lie had 
threatened wiUi personal violenoe, and tubjett* 
ed to httrdfihips and affronts which he would not 
wilHngly have bestowed eyen upon the meanest 
of her sex. 

Yet £Sr John de Walton seemed at first scarcely 
to comprehend the ^nnmerous iU conseqaenoos 
widek might probably fdJow this unhappy com4 
plication of mistakes. He took the paper firom 
the minstrel's hand, and while his eye, assisted 
by the lamp, wandered over tiie characters with» 
out apparently thear conveying any distinct im^ 
pression to his understanding, De Valence eren 
became alarmed that he was about to lose hie 
'fitcolties. 

' << For Heaven's sake, sir,'' he said, <^ be a 
•man, and support with manly steadiness these 
^unexpected occurrencea^^I would fidn think they 
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to nodiing eke-— which the wit of man 
eould not have prevented. This &ir lady, I 
would £6011 hope, cannot be much hurt or deeply^ 
•ffended by a train of circmnstances, the natural 
consequence of your anxiety to discha]f;e perr 
£ectly a duty upon which must depend the ac- 
eomplishment of all the hopes she had pennitted 
you to entertain. In God's name, rouse upj sir ; 
let it not.be said, that an apprehended frown of 
a fidr lady hath damped to such a degree the 
courage of the boldest knight in England ; be 
what men hare called you, ^ Walton . the Un- 
wavering;' in Heaven's name, let us at least see 
that the kdy is indeed offended, before we con* 
dude that she is irrecondlably so. To whose 
fiiult are we to ascribe the source of all these 
errors ? Surely, with all due respect, to the 
tmprice of the hidy herself, which has engendered 
«iich a nest of mistakes. Think of it as a man, 
and as a soldier. Suppose that you yourself, or 
I, desirous of proving the fidelity of our senti- 
nels, or for any other reason, good or bad, at- 
^mpted to enter this Dangerous Castle of Dou- 
|rlas without giving the password to the warder?. 
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iriHild we be entitled to blame those upon duty, 
i^ not knowing our persons, they manfidly: 
refused us entrance, made us prisoners, and nus* 
landled us while resisting our attempt, in terms 
of the orders which we ourselves had imposed 
upon them ? What is there that makes a differ- 
ence between such a sentinel and yourself, Johtt 
de Walton, in this curious affair, which, by 
Heaven ! would rather form a gay subject for tiie 
minstrelsy of this excellent bard, tiian the theme 
of a tragic lay ? Come ! look not thus. Sir John 
de Walton ; be angry, if you will, witii the lady 
who has committed such a piece of folly, or with 
me who have rode up and down nearly all night 
on a fool's errand, and spoiled my best horse, in 
absolute uncertainty how I shall get another till 
my uncle of Pembroke and I shall be recondled ; 
or, lastly, if you desire to be totally absurd in 
your wrath, direct it against this worthy minstrel 
on account of his rare fidelity, and punish him 
for that for which he better deserves a chain of 
gold. . Let passion out, if you will; but chase 
this desponding gloom from the brow of a man 
and a belted knight" » 



' % Jolin lie Wallen made an efibrt to speflln^' 
and succeeded wi& some ^Hfficulfy* 
• <* Aymer de Valence,** he said, ** m irritating 
a madman you do bnt sport with yonr own fife;** 
ihnd tiien remained colent. 
- *' I am glad yon can say so much,** replied 
Ms friend ;« for i^ not jesd^g when I arid 
I wonM rather that you were at variance with 
me, than that you laid the whole blame on your* 
self. It would be courteous, I thiz^, to set this 
minstrel instantly at liberty. Meantime, for his 
lady's sake, I will entreat him, in all honour, to 
be our guest till the Lady Augusta de Berkely 
shall do us the same honour, and to assist us in 
^mr search after her place of retirement.— Gk>od 
minstrel," he continued, ^* you hear what I say, 
and you will not, I suppose, be surprised, that, 
in aU honour and kind usage, you find your- 
self detained for a short space in this Castle of 
Douglas?* 

' ** You seem. Sir Knight," replied the minstrel^ 
^ not so much to keep your eye upon the right 
of doing what you should, as to possess the miglrt 
of doing what you would. I must necessarily be 
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gaided by your advioe, smde yoa lu»r« ttie poivcr 
to malce it a oMamaiicL'' 

«' And I trust," contiimedDe Vakmse, << tlwt 
when your iiu#tress and you agtin BBoet, we rimll 
hare tiie benefit of your interoetnMi £ar maf 
thing whkh we may have done to di^leamre herV 
eonsidermg that the pmpose of our aodon was 
exaetly die rerene ?' 

^^ Let me/' said Sir John de Walton, ^ say m 
«ingle word. I will offer thee a chain of gcdd, 
heavy enoagh to bear down tlie weight of theses 
shackles, as a sign of regret for having oon« 
demned thee to suffer so many indignities." 

<^ fkiongh said. Sir John," said De Valence^ 
^^ let us pnmiise no more till this good minstrel 
shall see some sign of performance. Follow me 
this way, and I will tell thee in private of other 
tidings, which it is important that you should 
know." 

So saying, he withdrew De Walton from the 
dungeon, and sending for the old knight, Sb 
Philip de Montenay, already mentioned, who 
acted as seneschal of the castle, he commanded 
that the minstrel should be enlarged from ^ 
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daiige<m» well looked to in other, respects, yet 
prohibited^ diough with every, mark of civility^ 
from leaying the castle without a trusty attendsmt 

** And now» Sir John de Walton,'' he said, 
'^ methinks you are a little churlish in not or- 
dering me some breakfast, after I have been all 
night engaged in your afihirs ; and a cup of mus^ 
cadel would, I think, be no bad induction to » 
full consideration of this perplexed matter." 

** Thou knowest," answered De Walton, 
** that thou mayst call for what thou wilt, provi- 
dedalways thou tellest me, without loss of timcy 
what else thou knowest respecting the will of 
the lady, against whom we have all sinned so 
grievously — ^and I, alas, beyond hope of for** 
giveness !" 

" Trust me, I hope," said the Knight of Va- 
lence, ^^ the good lady bears me no malice, as 
indeed she has expressly renounced any ill-will 
against me. The words, you see, are as plain 
as you yourself may read — ^ The lady pardons 
poor Aymer de. Valence, and willingly, for ha^ 
ving been involved in a mistake, to which shc^ 
herself led the way ;. she herself will at all times 
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be Iiappy to meet with him as an aoqnaiiitance, 
and never to think farther of these few days' his- 
tory, except as matter of mirth and ridicule/ So 
' it is expressly written and set down/' 

*• Yes,'* replied Sir John de Walton, ** but see 
you not that her offending lover is expressly 
fxduded from the amnesty granted to the lesser 
offender ? Mark you not the concluding para^ 
graph?' He took the scroll with atrembling handy 
and read with a discomposed voice its closing 
words. *^ It is even so ; < All former connexion 
must henceforth be at an end between him and 
tiie supposed Augustine/ Explain to me how 
the reading of these words is reconcUaUe to any 
thing but their plain sense of condemnation and 
fivfeiture of contract, implying destruction of 
the hopes of Sir John de Walton ?" 

<* You are somewhat an older man than I^ 
Sir Knight," answered De Valence, *^ and, I 
will grant, by &r the wiser and more experienced ; 
yet I will uphold that tiliere is no adopting the 
interpretatidn which you seem to have affixed in 
your mind to this letter, without supposing the 
preliminary, that the fair writer was distracted 
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in her jxDAetBtmi^vtg, — nay, never stBOPty lodt 
wildly, or lay yoor liand on yonr sword, I iB 
not affirm tliis ia the case. Isay Jigsin, that ai# 
woman in he^ senses woidd liave ipardwaed m 
eommon acfpiaiirtance, for his behaTing to her 
with unintentknud disrespect and nnkmdnesf^ 
daring the currency' oi a certain maaqaeradei 
food^ at the same time, sternly and irreTocafily 
broke off with the lover to whom, her troth was 
plighted, althongh his error ia joining in the 
offence was neither grosser nor more protracted 
ihan that of the person indifferent to her love.'! 
• ^ Do not Uaspheme," said Sir John de Wal^ 
ton ; ^and forgive me, i£^ in justice to truth and 
fa» the angel whom I fear I have forfeited for 
ever, I peint^ont to you the difforence whidi a 
maiden of dignity and of feeling nutst make 
between an offence towards her, committed by 
an ordiiiary acquaintance, and one of precisely 
the same kind, offered by a person who is bound 
by the most imdeserved preference, by the most 
generous benefits, and by every thing which can 
hind human feeling, to think and reflect ere he 
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l^ecomes an actor in any cue in vhieli it ■ pos*^ 
sible for her to be caneenied*'' 

^ Naw, by mine hononr,*' said Aymer de Va- 
l«ioe» *^ I am glad to hear tbea nuike some 
attempt at reason^ although it is bat an nnrea*^ 
sonable kind of reason too, since ite object is to 
destroy thine own hi^es, and argue away thine 
own ciianoe of happiness ; but if I have, in the 
progress of this affair, borne me sometimes to* 
wards thee, as to give not only die govenior, but 
even the friend, some cause of displeasure, I 
will make it up to thee now, John de Walton, 
by trying to conTinee thee in spite of 'thine own 
perverse logic. But here comes the muscadel 
and the breafcfiist ; wilt diou take some refresh* 
ment? — or shall we go on without ihe spuit of 
muscadel ?'* 

<* For HeoFcn's sake/' replied De Walton^ 
*^ do as thou wilt, so thou mid£e me clear of thy 
well intended babble." 

<< Nay^ thou shait not brawl me out of my 
powers of argument,'' said de Valence, kK^ing, 
and helping himself to a brimming eup of wine ; 
^ if thou admowledgest thysetf conquered, I am 
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contented to give the victory to the inspiring 
strength of the jovial liquor/' 

<< Do as thou listest," said De Walton, 
^* but make an end of an argument which thou 
canst not comprehend/' 

** I deny thy charge," answered the younger 
knight^ wiping his lips, after having finished his 
draught ; ^^and listen, Walton the Warlike, to a 
diapter in the history of women, in which thou 
art more unskilled than I would wish ihee to be. 
Thou canst not deny that, be it right or wrong, 
thy Lady Augusta hath ventured more forward 
with you than is usual upon the sea of affection ; 
she boldly made thee her choice, while thou wert 
as yet known to her only as a flower of English 
chivaky, — ^fatth, and I respect her for her frank* 
ness — ^but it was a choice, which the more cold 
of her. own sex might perhaps claim occasion to 
term rash and precipitate.^ — Nay, be not, I pray 
thee, offended — I am far from thinking or saying 
80 ; on the contrary, I will uphold with my lance, 
her. selection, of John de Walton against the 
nunions of a court, to be a wise and generous 
dboice, and her own behaviour as alSce candid 
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and noble. Bat she herself is not aniikely to 
dread unjust misconstruction ; a fear of which 
may not improbably induce her, upon any occa- 
don, to seize some opportunity of showing an 
unwonted and unusual rigour towards her lover, 
in order to balance her having extended towards 
him, in the begpbining of their intercourse, some* 
what of an unusual degree of frank encourage- 
ment. Nay, it might be easy for her lover so far 
to take part against himself, by arg^uing as thou 
dost when out of thy senses, as to make it difficult 
for her to withdraw from an argument which he 
himself was foolish enough to streng^en ; and 
thus, like a maiden too soon taken at her first 
nay-say, she shall perhaps be allowed no oppor«> 
tunity of bearing herself according to her real 
feelings, or retracting a sentence issued with 
consent of the party whose hopes it destroys." ^ 
' ^^ I have heard thee, De Valence," answered 
ike governor of Douglas Dale ; ^' nor is it diffi*. 
cult for me to admit, that these thy lessons may. 
serve as a chart to many a female heart, but not: 
to that of Augusta de Berkely« By my life, I 
say I would much sooner be deprived of the 
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meisb of tbose few dieeds of ekiyalry which tliMi 
saye9t have procured for me sneh enviable db* 
tiiictioiiy than I would act npon thenLwidi the 
]ns(denee, as if I said, that my place in tho.lady's 
bosom was too firmly fixed to be shaken eren b j 
the suoceas of a w<»thier man, or by my owni 
gross fiiiluve, in respect to the object of my attadi- 
meut. No, herself alone shall haire pawex to 
persuade me that e^n goodness equal to that a£ 
an interceding saint, will restore me to the plftoe 
in her affections which I have most imw4>xthily' 
forfeited, by a stupidity only to be compared te 
thi^ of brutes." 

^^ If you are so minded," said Aymer de 
Valence, ^^ I have only one. word more — for- 
give me if I speak it peremptorily — the lady, as 
you say, and say truly, must be Ihe final arbi<« 
tress in this question* My arguments do no0 
extend to insisting that you should claim her 
hand, whether she herself will or no ; but to< 
learn her determination, it is necessary that you 
diould find out where she is, of which I am ua^ 
fi>rtunately not able to inform yoo*" 

^ How ! what mean yoa !" ezcbuaned iba 
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gOTernor, wko bow onljr began to iHttipreEeBd 
ike extent of his mbfortmie ; ^\ wkkher Batik 
she ibd ? or with whom ?' 

'< She ]fl fied^ for whtt I know/' ffdd De ¥a^ 
leBce^ ^< ia search of a more enterprising lover 
dum one who is so willing to interpret every aif 
of firost as a killing blight to his hopes; perhaps 
•he seeks the Blade Douglas, or some suck hero 
^ the Thistle, to reward with her lands, and 
lordships, and beauty, those virtues of enterprise 
and courage of which John de Walton was at 
one time ihoi^ht possessed. But, seriously^ 
events are passing around us of strange import. 
X saw enough last ni^t, on my way to Saint 
&ide's^ to make me suspicious of every one. I 
Sent to you as a prisoner the old sexton of the 
church of Douglas. I found him contumacious 
as to some enquiries which I thought it proper 
to prosecute ; but of this more at another time* 
The escape of this lady adds greatly to the diffi** 
oidti»9. which encircle this devoted castle.'^ 
• **• Aymecde Valence," replied De Walton, in 
^solemn and animated tone,. ^ Douglas Castle 
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shall be defended, as we have hitherto been abl^ 
with the aid of Heaven, to spread from its battle- 
ments the broad banner of St George. Come of 
me what list during my life, I will die the faithful 
lover of Aug^ta de Berkely, even although I 
Ao longer live as her chosen knight There are 
cloisters and hermitages'* 

^' Ay, marry are there," replied Sir Aymer; 
'^ and girdles of hemp, moreover, and beads of 
oak ; but all these we omit in our reckonings, tiU 
We discover where the Lady Augusta is, and 
what she purposes to do in this matter/' 

** You say well," replied De Walton ; " let us 
hold counsel together by what means we shall, 
if possible, discover the lady's too hasty retreat, 
by which she has done me great wrong ; I mean 
if she supposed her commands would not have 
been fully obeyed, had she honoured with them 
the governor of Douglas Dale, or any who are 
under his command." 

<^ Now," replied Valence, *' you again speak 
like a true son of chivalry. With your per* 
mission, I would summon this minstrel to our 
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presence. His fidelity to hk mistress lias been 
remarkable ; and, as matters stand now^ ve must 
take instant measmres for tracing the place of her 
retreat" 
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CHAPTER VII. 

The way is long, my cliildren, long and roogli-— i 
The moors are dreary, and the woods are dark; 
But he that creeps firom cradle on to grave, 
Unskilled save in the velvet course of fortune. 
Hath missed the discipline of noble hearts. 

Old Play. 

It was yet early in the day, when, after the 
Governor and De Valence had again summon'* 
ed Bertram to their councils, the garrison of 
Douglas was mustered, and a number of small 
parties, in addition, to those alre^y dispatched 
by De Valence from Hazelside, were sent out 
to scour the woods in pursuit of the fugitives} 
with strict injunctions to treat them, if over- 
taken, with the utmost respect, and to obey 
their commands, keeping an eye, however, on 
the place where they might take refuge. To 
fediitate this result, «onse who were men of dii 



crettoa were intrusted with the secre twho the' 
mapponed pilgrim aad the fiigitiye nun really^ 
were. The whole ground, whether forest op 
WKMriandy within many miles c^ Dooglas Castle, 
was covered and traversed by parties, whose- 
asziety to detect the fngitiyes was equal to the 
reward for their safe reooveryi liberally offered bj 
De Walton and De Valence. They spared not, 
meantime, to make such enquiries in all direcs 
tkms as might bring to light any machinations o^ 
the Scottish insurgents which might be on foot^ 
in thesie wild ^tricts, of which, as we hare ssdd 
before, De Valence, in particular, entertained 
strong raspici(ms. Their instructions were, iii^ 
case of finding such, to proceed agi^nst the' 
persons engaged, by arrest and otherwise,^ 
the most rigor<^ matiner, sudi a^ had heesk' 
eonmianded by De Wakon himself at the time' 
when the Black Douglas and his aceompiicea'. 
hiad. been the principal olgects of his wakeful- 
suspicions. These various detachments had^ 
greatly reduced the strength of tha.g^risoti; 
yet, although numerous, alert, and dispatched in> 
every direction, they had not the fortune eitliep' 
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to fedl on the trace of the Lady of Berkely , or ta 
encounter any party whatever of the insurgent: 
Scottish. 

. Meantime our fugitives had, as we have seen^: 
set out £rom the convent of Saint Bride under the 
guidance of a cavalier, of whom the Lady Au<*; 
gusta knew nothing save that he was to guide 
their steps in a direction where they would not 
be exposed to the risk of being overtaken* At 
length Margaret de Hautlieu herself spoke upon 
Ike subject* 

, *^ Youhave made no enquiry/' she said, <<Lady 
Augusta, whither you are travelling, or under 
whose charge, although methinks it should muck 
concern you to know/' > 

^^ Is it not enough for me to be aware," an* 
swered Lady Augusta, ^^ that I am travelling» 
kind sister, under the protection of one to whom^ 
you yourself trust as to a friend; and why need- 
I be anxious for any farther assurance of myl 
safety?' 

<' Simply," said Maif;aret de Hautlien, *< he* 
cause the persons with whom, from national at 
well as personal circumst«nces» I stand connect 
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^d, are perliaps not exactly the protectors to 
mhom you, lady, can with such perfect safety 
ontnist yourself/* 

*^ In what sense/' said the Lady Augusta, 
** do you use these words ?* 
' << Because," replied Margaret de Hautlieu, 
^^ the Bruce, the Douglas, Malcolm Fleming, and 
others of that party, although they are incapable 
of abusing such an advantage to any dishonour- 
able purpose, might nevertheless, under a strong 
temptation, consider you as an hostage thrown 
into their hands by Providence, through whom 
they might meditate the possibility of gaining 
flome benefit to their dispersed and dispirited 
party." 

<< They might make me," answered the Lady 
Augusta, " the subject of such a treaty, when I 
iiras dead, but, believe lAe, never while I drew 
vital breath. Believe me also that, with what* 
^ver pain, shame, or agony, I would again deli- 
Ter myself up to the power of De, Walton, yes, 
I would rather put myself in his hands — What 
do I say ? his ! — I would rather surrender myself 
to the meanest archer of my native country^ thai) 
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combine with its foes to work mischief to meny 
England — ^my own England — that country wfaidi 
is the envy of every other country, and the pride 
of all who can term themselves her natives !* 

" I thought that your choice might prove so,* 
said Lady Margaret; ^^andsince youhave honour- 
ed me with your confidence, gladly would I pro* 
vide for your liberty by placing yon as nearly ia 
the situation which you yourself desire, as mypoor 
ineans have the power of accomplishing. In half 
an hour we shall be in danger of being taken hj 
the English parties, which wiD be instantly dis^ 
persed in every direction in quest of us. Now 
take notice, lady, I know a place in which I can 
take refuge with my friends and countrymen^ 
those gallant Scots, who have never even in this 
dishonoured age bent the knee to BaaL For tfaek 
honour, their nicety of honour, I could in oth^ 
days have answered with my own ; but of kte, I 
am bound to tell you, they have been put to thoet 
trials by which the most generous affections.may 
be soured, and driven to a species of frenzy, the 
more wild that it is founded originally on the 
noblest feelings. A person who feels himself 
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deprived of h]3 natural birthright^ denounced, 
exposed to confiscation and death, because he 
avouches the r^hts of his king, the cause of Us 
country, ceases on his part to be nice or precise 
in estimating the degree of retaliation which it 
is lawful for him to exercise in the requital of 
.such injuries ; and, believe me, bitterly should I 
;lament having guided you into a situation whidi 
^ you might consider afflicting or degrading/' 

<< In a word, then,'' said the English lady, 
. ^^ what is it you apprehend I am like to suffer at 
.the hands of your friends, whom I must be excop 
.sed for terming rebels ?' 
'. " If," said die sister Ursida, " yowr friends^ 
whom I should term oppressors and tyrants, take 
^our land and our lives, seize our casdes and con- 
fiscate our property, you must confess, that the 
rough laws of war indulge mine with the privilege 
of retaliation. There can be no fear, that such 
.men, under any circumstances, would ever ex- 
, ereise cruelty or insult upon a lady of your rank ; 
cbut it is another thing to calculate that they will 
abstain from such means of extorting advan- 
^tage from your captivity as are common in war- 
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&re. You would not, I think, wisb to be deli- 
vered up to the English, on consideration of Sit 
John de Walton surrendering the Castle of Dotf- 
glas to its natural lord; yet, were you in the 
hands of the Bruce or Douglas, although I can 
answer for your being treated with all the respect 
which they have the means of showing, yet I 
own, their putting you at such a ransom might 
be by no means unlikely." ^ 

" I would soioner die,'* said the Lady Berkely, 
^* than have my name mixed up in a treaty sb 
niisgraceful; and De Walton's reply to it would, I 
am certain, be to strike the head from the mes^ 
'Senger, and throw it from the highest tower of 
Douglas Castle." 

"Where then, Jady, would you now go,'* 
«aid sister Ursula, " were flie choice in youir 
power?' 

" To my own castle," answered Lady Augusta, 
'* where, if necessary, I could be defended even 
against the king himself, until I could plae^ at 
least my person under the protection of the 
Church." 

<^ In that case," replied Margaret de Hautlieu^ 
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*^ my power of rendering you assistance is only 
precarious, yet it comprehends a choice which I 
will willingly submit to your decisioUf notwidn 
standing I thereby subject the secrets of my 
friends to some risk of being discovered and 
frustrated* But the confidence which you have 
placed in me» imposes on me the necessity of 
committing to you ia like trust*. It rests with you^ 
whether you will proceed with me to the secret 
rendezvous of the Douglas and his friends, which 
I may be blamed for making known, and diere 
take your chance of the reception which you 
may encounter, since I cannot warrant you of any 
thing save honourable treatment, so far as your 
person is concerned; or, if you should think this 
too hazardous, make the best of your way at 
once for the Border ; in which last case I will 
proceed as frur as I can with you towards the 
'English line, and then leave you to pursue your 
journey, and to obtain a guard and a conductor 
among your own countrymen. Meantime, it 
will be well for me if I escape being taken, since 
the abbot would not shrink at inflicting upon me 
the death due to an apostate nun." 

i2 
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\ ^^ Siioli cruelty) my sister, coirld Isotlly b^ 
iiflicted upon one wbo had never taken the 
religious rows, and who still> aocordkig to the 
laws of the church, had a right to make^ja 
ehoice between the world and the veiL" 
' ^ Such dioice as they gave iheir gsdlant vic^ 
tinw," flnid Lady Margsuret, ^^ who have fidlen 
into English hands daring these merciless wues^ 
i«>-<aeh choice as they gave to Wallace, the 
CShampion of Scotland, — such as diey gave to 
fiay, lihe gentle and the free, — to Sommerville^ 
the; flower of chivalry,— <uid to Athol, the blood 
gelation of King Edward himself---all of whom 
i^ere as much traitors, under which name they 
mre executed^ as Margaret de Hautlieu is an 
apostate nun, and subject to the rule of the 
cittster.'' 

She spoke with some eagerness, for lihe felt 
as if the English lady imputed to her more cold^ 
ness than she was, in such doubtful circum^ 
J9tances, conscious of manifesting. 

^ And after all," she proceeded, ^^ you^ Lady 
Augusta de Berkely, what do you venture^ if 
you run the rbk of falling into the hands of 
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jroitr lorei'? What dreadful risk do yt»tt mcmr ? 
You need not, methinks/ fear being mmiwred 
hetween four wfdki, witb a basket of bread tod 
a cruise of water, wbick, were I sehed, would ht 
jfcbe only support allowed to me for tbe skort 
^pace diat my life would be prolonged. Nay, 
^ven were you to be betrayed to the rebel Scoti^ 
as you call tkem^ a captivity iamong ihe hUha^ 
sweetened by the hope of deliveranoe, and res^ 
dered tolerable by all the alleviations which the 
tarcumstances of your captors allowed them th^ 
means of supplying, were not, I think, a lot sf 
very hard to endure.'* 

** Nevertheless," answered the Lady of Barker 
>ly, *^ firightfiil enough it must have appeared to 
^me, since, to fly from such, I threw myself upon 
your guidance." 

** Ai|d whatever you think or suspect," an- 

.awered the novice, ^^ I am as true to you as ever 

was one maiden to another ; and as sure as evepr 

sister Ursula was true to her vows, although 

they were never completed, so will I be faithful 

• to your secret, even at the rid£ of betraying my 



own." 
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^ ' ** Hearken, lady P' slie said, suddenly pausing; 
«< do you hear that ?* 

The sound to which she alluded was the same 
imitation of the cry of an owlet, which the lady 
had before heard under the walls of the Convent. 
r- it These sounds," said Margaret de Hautlieu'^ 
^ announce that one is near, more able than I 
ftm to direct us in this matter. I must go for^ 
ward and speak with him; and this man, our 
guide, will remain by you for a little space; 
nor, when he quits your bridle, need you wait 
for any other signal, but ride forward on the 
woodland path, and obey the advice and direo^ 
iions which will be given you." 
' ** Stay ! stay ! sister Ursula !" cried the Lady 
'de Berkely— " abandon me not in this moment 
of uncertainty and distress !" 
' ** It must be, for the sake of both," returned 
Margaret de' Hautlieu. <^ I also am in uncei^ 
tainty — I also am in distress — ^and patience and 
obedience are the only virtues which can save us 
toth." 

So saying, she struck her horse with the 
riding rod, and moving briskly forward, disap- 
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|>eared among the boughs of a tangled Aieketl 
The Lady of Berkely would have followed her 
companion, but the cavalier who attended them 
laid a strong hand upon the bridle of her pal- 
frey, with- a look which implied that he would, 
not permit her to proceed in that direction. 
Terrified, therefore, though she could not ex- 
actly state a reason why, the Lady of Berkely 
remained with her eyes fixed upon the thicket^ 
instinctively, as it were, expecting to see a band 
of English archers, or rugged Scottish insur- 
gents, issue from its tangled skirts, and doubt- 
fid which she should have most considered as 
the objects of her terror. In the distress of her 
tincertainty, she again attempted to move for- 
ward, but the stern check which her attendant 
again bestowed upon her bridle, proved suffi- 
ciently that in restraining her wishes,, the stran- 
ger was not likely to spare the strength which he 
certainly possessed. At length, after some ten 
minutes had elapsed, tlie cavalier withdrew his 
hand from her bridle, and pointing with his 
lance towards the thicket, through which there 
•wiqded a narrow, scarce visible path, seemed to 
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^tiniate to the lady ibat ber road lay in that 
Erection, and that he would no longer prerent 
her fdUowing it 

. ^^ Do you not go with me ?' said the lady^ 
who haying been accustomed to this man's com<r 
pany since they left the convent, had by de|prees 
come to look upon him as a sort of proitector. 
He» however, gravely shook his head, as if to 
jBxcuse complying wit^ a request, which it wa$ 
not in his power to grant; and turning his steed 
in a different direction, retired at a pace which 
soon carried him from her sight. She had then 
no alternative but to take the path of the thieket* 
which had been followed by Margaret de Hautf 
Jieu, nor did she pursue it long before coming ia 
.«ight of a singular spectacle. 

The l^ees grew wider as the lady advance^ 
.and when she entered the thicket, ^e perceived, 
that though hedged in as it were by' an enelo- 
«ure of copsewood, it was in the interior alto- 
gether occupied by a few of the magnifieeol; 
'trees, such as seemed to have been the ancestezB 
fof the forest, and which, though few in number, 
.were sufficient to overshade all the unoccupied 
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ground, by the great extent of Aeir ogmplicated 
branelies. Beneadi one of l&ese lay 4rtretehed 
sometlmig of a grey coionr, wych, m it drew 
itself together, exhibited the figure of a man 
ftheathed in armour, but strangely icoontred, and 
in a manner so bizarre, as to indicate some of the 
wild fimdes pecnliar to the knights of that period; 
His armour was ingeniously painted, so as to re« 
present a skeleton; the ribs being oonstitated 
by the corslet and its back*piece. The ahiekl 
represented an owl with its wings spread, a de<- 
vice whidi was repeated upon the hefanet, whicft 
appeared to be completely covered by an ia 
of the. same bird of ill omen. But that 
was particularly calculated to excite surprise in 
die spectator, was the gtesA height and thinness 
of the figure, which,* as it arose from the ground, 
and placed itself in an erect posture, seemed 
rather to resemble an apparition in the act of 
extricating itself from the grate, than that of an 
ordinary man rising upon his feet. The horsey 
too, upon which the lady rode, started back, and 
paorted, either at the sudden change of posture of 
this ghastly specimen of chivalry, or disagreeaUy 
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affected by some odour which accompanied his 
presence. The lady herself manifested some 
alann> for although she did not utterly believe 
she was in the presence of a supernatural being, 
yet, among all the strange half-firantic disguises 
of chivalry, this was assuredly the most uncouth 
which she had ever seen ; and considering how 
ofiten the knights of the period pushed their 
dreamy feaicies to the borders of insanity, it 
seemed at best no very safe adventure to meet 
one accoutred in the emblems of the King of 
Terrors himself, alone, and in the midst of a wild 
forest. Be the knighf s character and purposes 
what they might, she resolved, however, to accost 
him in the language and manner observed in 
romances upon such occasions, in the hope even 
that if he were a madman, he might prove a 
peaceable one, and accessible to civility. 

<^ Sir Knight," she said, in as firm a tone as she 
could assume, ^^ right sorry am I, if, by my hasty 
approach, I have disturbed your solitary medita-* 
tions. My horse, sensible I think of the presence 
of yours, brought me hither, without my being 
Bware whom or what I was to encounter," 
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' ^* I am one/' answered the stranger, in a 
solemn tone, ^< whom few men seek to meety 
till the time comes that they can avoid me no 
■longer." 

<^ You speak, Sir Knight," replied the Lady 
de Berkely, ^* according to the dismal character 
of which it has pleased you to assume the dis- 
tinction* May I appeal to one whose exterior 
is so formidable, for the purpose of requesting 
some directions to guide me through this wild 
wood ; as, for instance, what is the name of the 
nearest castie, town, or hostelry, and by what 
course I am best likely to reach such?' ' 

<^ It is a singular audacity," answered the 
'Knight of ihe Tomb, ^^ that would enter into 
conversation with him who is termed the Inex- 
orable, the Unsparing, and the Pitiless, whom 
even the most miserable forbears to call to his 
assistance, lest his prayers should be too soon 
answered." 

«< Sir Knight," repUed tiie Lady Augusta, 
*^ the character which you have assumed, un- 
questionably for good reasons, dictates to you a 
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peculiar course of speech ; but ah^MK^k y^ur 
,part is a sad one, it does not, I should suppose^ 
^render it necessary for you to refiise those ads 
of civility to which you must have bound yoiis- 
'^If in taking the high tows of chivalry/' 

" If you will trust to my guidance/' replied 

•'the ghastly figure, ^ there is only one condttioa 

•upon which I can grsint you the informatiaaL 

which you require ; and that is, that you follow 

my footsteps without amy questions asked as tp 

(the tendency of our journey." 

;. ^ I suppose I must submit to your condir 

tions/' she answered, " if you are indeed i^easeA 

'to take upon yourself the task of being my guide. 

tin juy heart I conceive you to be one of the uii- 

•happy gentlemen of Scotland, who are now ]» 

arms, as they say, for the defence of their liberties- 

; A rash undertaking has brought me widjia the 

sphere of your influence, and now the only 

favour I have to request of you, against whom 

,1 never did, nor planned any evil, is the gui- 

•dance which your knowledge of the country 

permits you eadly to afford me in my way to tiiie 
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frontiers of England. Beliere that what I may 
see of yonr haunts or of your piactices, riiall be 
to me things invisible, as if diey were actually 
concealed by the sepulchre itself of the king, of 
whom it has pleased you to assume the attrfr- 
btttes ; and if a sum of money, enough to be the 
vansom of a wealthy earl, will purchase sudi a 
favour at need, such a ransom will be frankly 
paid, and with as much fidelity as ever it was 
Tendered by a prisoner to the knight by whom 
he was taken. Do not reject me, princely Bruce 
' — ^noble Douglas — if indeed it is to either of 
iHese that I address myself in diis my last extre- 
mity — ^men speak of both as fearful enemies, but 
generous kni^ts and fuAiiil friends* Let me 
entreat you to remember how much you would 
•wish your own friemls and ccmnexioBS to meet 
with compassion, under similar circumstances, at 
the hands of die knights of England.'' 

** And have they done so?' replied the 
Knight, in a voice more gloomy than before ; 
** or do you act wisely, while imploring the 
protection of one whom you believe to be a true 
Scottish knight, for no other reason than the 
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extreme and extrayagant misery of his appear- 
ance; — ^is it, I say, well or wise to remind him 
of the mode in which the lords of England have 
treated the lovely maidens and the high-born 
dames of Scotland? Have not their prison 
cages been suspended from the battlements of 
castles, that their captivity might be kept in 
view of every, base burgher who should desire 
to look upon the miseries of the noblest peeresses^ 
yea, even the Queen of Scotland?* Is this a 
recollection which can inspire a Scottish knight 
with compassion towards an English lady ? or is 
it a thought which can do aught but .swell the 
deeply sworn hatred of Edward Plantagenet, the 
author of these evils, that boils in every drop of 
Scottish blood which still feels the throb of life? 
No; — it is all you can expect, if, cold and piti- 
less as the sepulchre I represent, I leave you 
unassisted in the helpless condition in which you 
describe yourself to be/' 

<^You will not be so inhuman," replied the 

. * The Queen of Robert the Bruce, and the Countess of Buchan, 
hf whom, as one of Macduff's descent, he was crowned at Sconey 
were secured in the manner described. 
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lady ; ^< in doing so, you must surrender every 
light to honest fame, which you have won eiUier 
by sword or lance^ You must surrender every 
{ffetence to that justice which affects the merit 
of supporting the weak against the strong. Yoa 
must make it your principle to avenge the wrongs 
and tyranny of Edward Plantagenet upon th^ 
dames and damosels of England, who have 
neither access to his councils, nor perhaps give 
him their approbation in his wars against Scot* 
laad*" 

^^ It would not then/' said the Knight of the 
Sepulchre, *^ induce you to depart from your 
request, should I tell you the evils to which you 
would subject yourself should we fall into the 
hands of the English troops, and should they 
find you under such ill-omened protection as 
my own ?' 

<< Be assured,'' said the lady, ^* the consider- 
ation of such an event does not in the least shake 
my resolution or desire of confiding in your pro* 
tection. You may probably know who I am^ 
and may judge how fiur even Edward would hold, 



faiBMelf entided to extend ptmkliiiieBt towards 



^ Hov am I to knaw you^'^ replied tl|6i 
ghasdycawlier, ^^oryourcJrcupistflaiees? Tleyt 
KQftt be extraordinary isdeed, if tbey coald form> 
a dieck, ekher of justice or humamty, upon tli^ 
fevengefiil feefingg of Edward* All wlio JumhT' 
Um are weHaKored that it is no ordinary mo-' 
tive that will induce him to depart from the indnl-^ 
gence of liis evil temper. But be H as it may^ 
you, lady, if a lady you be, throw yourself -as m- 
iMirdea upon me, and I must diseharge myi^lf 
di my trust as I best may ; for this purpose you* 
must be guided implicitly by my - directions^' 
which will be giren after die ftshion of those^ 
of the spiritual world, being intimations, rather 
Aan detailed instrudions, for your conduct, and 
expressed rather by commands than by any- 
reason or argument. In this way it is possible 
tJiat I may be of jservice to you ; in any other 
case, it is. most likely that I may fail you at need,- 

and melt from your side like a phantom which' 

• 

dreads the approach of day*'' 
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, ^YoueannotbesocnidlPaosw^reddieladj.) 
^ A gentknum, a knigbty and a nobleman — and 
I persuade myself I speak to all — haik dutiea' 
tddch he cannot abandon**' 

^^ He-has, I grant it, and they are most sacred^ 
to me," answered the Spectral Knight; ^^but I 
have abo dnties whose obligatbne are doubly* 
binding, and to which I must sacrifice those^ 
which would otherwise lead me to devote my* 
Self to your rescue. The only question is,* 
whether you feel inclined to accept my protec*' 
tion on the limited terms on which alone F 
can extend it, or whether you deem It better^ 
that ea^ go. their own way, and liinit thein- 
selres to their own resources, and tru^t the rest 
to Providence?' 

• <^ Alas !" repBed the lady, ^ beset and hard 
pressed as I am, to ask me to form a resolution' 
for myself, is like calling on a wretch, in the act 
of falling from a precipice, to form a calm judg- 
ment by what twig he may best gain the chance 
of breaking his fall. His answer must neces- 
sarily be, that he will cling to that which he can 
easiest lay hold of, and trust the rest to Provi* 
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4ence. laccept therefore your offer of protection^ 
in the modified way yoa axe pleased to limit it, 
and I put my faith in Heaven and in you. To 
aid me effectuaHy, however, you must know my 
liame and my circumstances.'' 

<< All these," answered the Knight of the Sepul* 
ehre, ^* have already been told me, by your late 
companion; for deem not, young lady, that either 
beauty, rank, extended domains, unlimited wealthy 
or the highest accomplishments, can weigh any 
thing in the consideration of him who wears the 
trappings of the tomb, and whose affections and 
desires are long buried in the charnel-house.'' 
. .<^ May your fiuth," said the Lady Augusta de 
Berkely, *^ be as steady as your words appear 
severe, and I submit to your guidance, without 
tibe least doubt or fear that it will prove other- 
wise than as I venture to hope." 
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CHAPTER VIIL 



Like the dog following its master, when en* 
gaged in training him to the sport in whidi he 
desires he should excel, the Lady Augusta felt 
herself occasionally treated with a severity cal* 
Gulated to impress upon her the most implicit 
obedience and attention to the Knight of the 
Tomb, in whom she had speedily persuaded her- 
self she saw a principal man among the retainers 
of Douglas, if not James of Douglas himself. 
Still, however, the ideas which the lady had 
formed of the redoubted Douglas, were those of 
a knight highly accomplished in the duties of 
chivalry, devoted in particular to the service of 
the fair sex, and altogether unlike the personage 
with whom she found herself so strangely united, 

VOL. IV. K 
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or rather for the present enthralled to. NeVer-^ 
theless, when, as if to abridge farther commu- 
nication, he turned short into one of the mazes 
of the wood, and seemed to adopt a pace, which, 
from the nature of the ground, the horse on which 
the Lady Augusta was mounted had difficulty to 
keep up with, she followed him with the alarm 
and speed of the young spaniel, which, from fear 
rather than fondness, endeavours to keep up with 
the tiack of its severe master. The simile, it is 
true, is not a very p<dite one, nor entirely beco- 
iBiag an age, when women were worshipped witk 
a certain degree of devotion ; but sudi circum- 
stances as the present were also rare, and tiit^ 
Lady Augusta de Berkely could not but per** 
suade herself that the terrible ebampioi^ whose 
Dame had been so Imig the theme of her aoxiety^' 
•and the terror indeed of the whole cowatryt 
jught be able some way oc o^iier,^ to accoinj^yii 
her deliv^aiice. She, ibieve£0t^ exerted hef^* 
self to the utmost so as to keep pace< with the 
phantDSA-like a[^arition,aQ4 follow^ the lmight» 
as th^ evening shadow keeps yifs^Uix ujpw tke 
belated rustic* 
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' ' As the lady obriously suffered under the de<* 
pwe of exertion oecesttary to keep her palfrey 
from stumbling in these steep and broken pathi^ 
die Knight of the Tomb slackened his pacot 
looked anxiously around him, and muttered appft* 
rently to himself, though probably intended for 
his companion's ear, ^^ There is no occasion for 
so much haste." 

He proceeded at a slower rate until they seem** 
ed to be on the brink of a ravine, being one of 
many irregularities on the surface of the ground, 
effected by the sudden torrents peculiar to thai 
cmmtry, and which, winding among the trees and 
ei^ewood, formed, as it were, a net of places of 
concealment, opening into each other, so thai 
there was perhaps no place in the world so fil 
for the purpose of ambuscade. The spot where 
ihe borderer TumbuU had made his escape at the 
hunting-match, was one specimen of this braken 
eountry, and perhaps connected itself with die 
rarious thickets and- passes through whidi the 
knight and pilgrim occasionally, seemed to take 
tiieif way, though that nmne was at a c<maUei^ 
iUe distance from their present nHite« 
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Meanwliile the knight led the way, as if 
tather with the puipose of bewildering the Lady 
Angusta amidst these interminable woods, than 
following any exact or jBxed path. Here they 
ascended, and anon i^peared to descend in the 
same direction, finding only boundless wilder-* 
Besses, and varied combinationjs of tangled woodr 
land scenery. Such part of the country as seemed 
arable, the knight appeared carefully to avoid ; 
yet he could not direct his course with so much 
certainty but that he occasionally crossed the 
path of inhabitants and cultivators, who show-* 
ed a consciousness of so singular a presence, 
but never, as the lady observed, evinced any 
symptom of recognition. The inference was 
obvious, that the spectre knight was known in 
the country, and that he possessed a,dherents or 
accomplices there, who were at least so far his 
friends, as to avoid giving any alarm, which 
might be the means of his discovery. The 
well imitated cry ot the night^owl, too frequent 
a guest in the wilderness that its call should be 
a subject of surprise, seemed to be a signal ge- 
nerally understood among them ; for it was heard 
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in different parts of the wood, and the Lady 
Aug^ta, experienced in such journeys by her 
former travels under the guidance of the min« 
strel Bertram, was led to obsenrei that on hear* 
ing such wild notes, her guide changed the 
direction of his course, and betook himself to 
paths which led through deeper wilds, and more 
impenetrable thickets. This happened so often, 
that a new alarm came upon the imfortunate 
pilgrim, which suggested other motives of terror. 
Was she not the confidant, and almost the toot 
of some artful design, laid with a view to an ex* 
tensive operation, which was destined to termi- 
nate, as the efforts of Douglas had before done, 
in the surprise of his hereditary castle, the mas* 
^cre of the English garrison-^--and finally in the 
dishonour and death of that Sir John de Walton, 
u^on whose fate she had long believed, or tatt^ht 
herself to believe, that her own was dependant? 
It no sooner flashed across the mind of the 
Lady Augusta that she was engaged in some 
such conspiracy with a Scottish insurgent, than 
she shuddered at the consequences of the dark 
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"transactions in whicb she liad naw bee<diie im* 
Yolved) and which appeared to have a tendency 
ao very different from what she had at first ap- 
prehended. 

The hoars of the morning of diis remarkaUo 
day* being that of Palm Sunday^ were thus 
drawn out in wandering from place to place f 
^hile the Lady de Berkely occasionally inter* 
posed by petitions for liberty, which she endea* 
youred to express in the most moving and padie* 
tic manner, and by offers of wealth and treasure^ 
to which no answer whatever was returned by 
her strange guide. 

At length, as if worn <mt by his captive's 
importunity, the knight, coming close up to the 
bridle rein of &ie Lady Augusta, said in a 
solemn tone — 

^^ I am, as you may well believe, none of 
those knights who roam through wood and 
wild seeking adventures, by which I may ob- 
tain grace in the eyes of a fair lady : Yet wiU 
I to a certain degree grant the request which 
thou dost solicit so anxiously, and the arbitral 
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tice of thy &te shall depend upon the pka-* 
ame of him to whose will thou hast expireat- 
ed lliyself ready to submit thine own. I will 
on our aniyal at the place o( our destinatio% 
iddchisnowat hand, write to. Sr John de Wal- 
ton, and send my letter, together with thy fair 
self, by a special messenger. He will, no doubt, 
speedily attend our summons, and thou shalt 
thyself be satbfied that even he wlio has aa yet 
appeared deaf to entreaty, and insensiUe to 
earthly affections, has still some sympathy for 
beauty and for virtue. I will pat the cltoiee off 
satiety, and thy future happiness, into thine own 
hands, and those of the man whom thou hast 
chosen ; and thou mayst select which thou wilt 
betwixt those and misery." 

While he thus spoke, one of those ravines or 
t^lefts in the earth seemed to yawn before them, 
and entering it at the upper end, the spectre 
knight, with aa attention which he had not yet 
shown, guided the lady's courser by the rein 
down the broken and steep path by which alone 
the bottom of the tangled dingle was accessible. 

When placed on firm ground after the dangers 
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4>f a descent} in which her palfrey seemed to be 
sustained by the personal strength and address 
of the singular being who had hold of the bridle^ 
the lady looked with some astonishment at a- 
place so well adapted for concealment as that 
which she had now reached. It appeared evident 
that it was used for this purposci for more than 
one stifled answer was given to a very low 
bngle note emitted by the Knight of the Tomb ; 
and when the same note was fepeated, about 
half a score of armed men, some wearing the 
dress of soldiers, others those of shepherds and 
agriculturists, showed themselves imperfectly, 
as if acknowledging the summons. 
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. CHAPTER IX. 

<^ Hail to you, my gallant friends !*' said the 
Knight of the Tomb to his cbmpanions, who 
seemed to welcome him with the eagerness of 
men engaged in the same perilous imdertaking. 
<< The winter has passed over, the festival of 
Palm Sunday is come, and as surely as the 
ice and snow of this season shall not remain to 
chill the earth through the ensuing summer, so 
surely we, in a few hours, keep our word to those 
southern braggarts, who ihink their language of 
boasting and malice has as much force over 
our Scottish bosoms, as the blast possesses over 
the autumn fruits ; but it is not so. While we 
choose to remain concealed, they may as vainly 
seek to descry us, as a housewife would search 
for the needle she has dropped among the wither* 

k2 
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ed foliage of yon gigantic oak. Yet a few tours, 
and the lost needle shall become the extermi- 
nating sword of the Genius of Scotland, avenging 
ten thousand injuries, and especially the life of 
the gallant Lord Douglas, cruelly done to death 
as an exile from his native counfry.* 

An exclamation between a yell and a groan 
burst from the a£»embled retaimers of Dougks, 
upon being reminded of the recent death of their 
dbiieftain ; while they seemed at the same timfi 
sensible of the necessity of making little noisej 
lest they should give the alarm to seme of tihe 
.numerous English parties which were then tia* 
yersing different parts of the forest The accl»* 
IBMttion, so eautioudy nttered^ had scarce died 
»way in sUenee, when tke Knight of the Tomb. 
<», to call him by his proper name, Sir JameA 
Dougks, again addressed his handful of fidtfalid 
followers* 

<^ One effort, my friends, may yet be. made tii 
wA our strife witib the southron withoiil bloods 
llied. Fate has within a few hours tlurown inta 
my p<ywer the young heiress of Berkely». $u( 
whose sake it is said Sir John de Walton keeps 
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ivith flueh dbstiiiftcy the castle wliich is mine by 
inheritance. Is there one among yoii who dare 
go^ as the honourable escort of Augusta de 
Berkely, bearii^ a letter, explaining the tenw 
on vhieh I am willing to restore her to her loTer^ 
to freedcMn, and to her English lordships ?' 

^ If there is none other/' said a taU man» 
dressed in the tattered attire of a woodsman^ and 
being, in &ct, no other than the very Michael 
Tumbull, who had already given so eztracMrdi- 
ziary a proof of his undaunted manhood, ^ I 
will gladly be the person who will be the ladjr's 
Jhendunan on this expedition.'* 

^< Thou art never wanting,*' said the Dou- 
glas, ^* where a manly deed is to be done ; but 
remember, this lady must j^bdge to us her word 
and oath that she will hold herself our faithful 
prisoner, rescue or no rescue ; that she will con- 
sider herself ai» pledged for the Ufe> fireedom, and 
&ir asftge of Michs^ Tnmbull; and Aat if Sir 
John de Walton refuse my terms, she must hoUd 
herself obliged to return with Tumbull to our 
presence, in order to be disposed of .ait our plea- 
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There was much in these conditions^ which 
Struck the Lady Augusta with natural doubt and 
horror; nevertheless, strange as it may seem, the 
declaration of the Douglas gave a species of deci* 
flion to her situation, which might have otherwise 
been unattainable ; and from the high opinion 
which she entertained of the Douglas's chivalry, 
she could not bring l^erself to think, that any part 
which he might play in the approaching drama 
would be other than that which a perfect good 
knight would, under all circumstances, main- 
tain towards his enemy. Even with respect to 
De Walton, she felt herself relieved of a pain- 
ful difficulty. The idea of her being discover- 
•ed by the knight himself, in a male disguise, 
liad preyed upon her spirits; and she felt as if 
guilty of a departure from the laws of woman- 
iiood, in having extended her favour towards him 
beyond maidenly limits ; a step, too, which might 
tend to lessen her in the eyes of the lover for 
whom she had hazarded so much# 

*^ The heart, she said, is lightly prized^ 

That is but lightly won ; 
And long shall mourn the hearties man. 

That leaves his love too soon." 
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On the other hand, to be brought before him as a 
prisoner, was indeed a circumstance equally per- 
plexing and unpleasing, but it was one which was 
beyond her control, and the Douglas, into whose 
hands she had fallen, appeared to her to represent 
the deity in the play, whose entrance was almost 
sufficient to bring its perplexities to a oonclu* 
sion; she therefore not unwillingly submitted 
to take what oaths and promises were required 
by the party in whose hands she found herself, 
and accordingly engaged to be a true prisoner, 
whatever might occur. ' Meantime she strictly 
obeyed the directions of those who had her mo- 
tions at command, devoutly praying that cir<- 
cumstances, in themselves so adverse, might 
nevertheless work together for the safety of her 
lover and her own freedom* 

A pause ensued, during which a slight repast 
was placed before the Lady Augusta, who was 
wellnigh exhausted with the fiitigues of her 
journey. 

Douglas and his partisans, meanwhile, whis- 
pered together, as if unwilling she should hear 
their conference ; while, to purchase their good- 
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wiU^ if posaible, she stadionsly avoided erery 
appearance of listejung. 

.After some coayersatioo, Tambull, wlio f^« 
peared to consider the lady as peculiarly his 
charge, said to her in a harsh voioey ^^ I>o not 
fear, lady, no wrong shall be done you ; never* 
thdess, you must be content for a ^aoe to be 
blindfolded.'' 

She submitted to this in slent terror; and the 
trooper, wrapping part of a mairilo round bar 
head, did not assist her to remoont her palfiiey^ 
but lent her his arm to suj^port her in thk blind* 
ed state. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The ground which they traversed was, as 
Lady Augusta could feel, very broken and uiw 
even, and sometimes, as she thought, encum- 
bered with ruins, which were difficult to mu» 
mount The strength of her comrade assisted 
h&t forward on sudi occasions ; but his help 
was so roughly administered, that the lady once 
or twioe, in fear or suffering, was compelled to 
groan or sigh heavily, whatever was her desire to 
suppress.such evidence of the apprehension which 
she underwent, or the pain which she endured* 
Presently, upon an occasion of this kind, she was 
distinctly sensible that the rough woodsman was 
removed from her side, and another of the party 
substituted in his stead, whose voice, more gentle 
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than that of his companion, she thought she had 
lately heard. 

/* Noble lady," were the words, ** fear not the 
slightest injury at our hands, and accept of my 
ministry instead of thai' of my henchman, who 
has gone forward with 'bur letter ; do not think 
me presuming on my situation, if I bear you 
in my arms through ruins where you could not 
easily move alone and blindfold." 

At the same time, the Lady Augusta Berkely 
felt herself raised from the earth in the strong 
arms of a man, and borne onward with the ut« 
most gentleness, without the necessity of ma- 
king those painful exertions which had been 
formerly required. She was ashamed of her 
situation ; but, however delicate, it was no time ' 
to give vent to complaints, which might have 
given offence to persons whom it was her inte- 
rest to conciliate. She, therefore, submitted to 
necessity, and heard the following words whis- 
pered in her ear. 

" Fear nothing; there is no evil intended 
you ; nor shall Sir John d^l Walton, if he loves 
you as you deserve at his band, receive any harm 
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on our part. We call on him but to do justice 
to ourselves and to you; and be assured you 
will best accomplish your own happiness by aid- 
ing our views, which are equally in favour of 
your wishes and your freedom/' 

The Lady Augusta would have made some 
answer to this» but her breath, betwixt fear and 
the speed with which she was transported, refused 
to permit her to use intelligible accents. Mean- 
time she began to be sensible that she was en- 
dosed within some building, and probably a ruin- 
ous one — for although the mode of her transport- 
ation no longer permitted her to ascertain the 
nature of her path in any respect distinctly, yet 
the absence of the external air— which was, how- 
• ever, sometimes excluded, and sometimes admit- 
ted in furious gusts — ^intimated that she was con- 
ducted through buildings partly entire, and in 
other places admitting the wind through wide 
rents and gaps. In one place it seemed to the lady 
as if she passed through a considerable body of 
people, all of whom observed silence, although 
there was sometimes heard among them a mur- 
mur, to which every one present in some degree 
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contribated, althougli the general sound did not 
exceed a whisper. Her situation made her at- 
tend to every drcnmstance, and she did not fidl 
to observe that these persons made way far hiat 
who bore her, until at length she became sen* 
siUe that he descended by the r^ular steps of a 
stair, and that she was now alone, excepting hk 
company. Arrived, as it appeared to the laiiy^ 
on more level ground, they proceeded on their 
singular road by a course whidi appeared net-* 
tl^r direct nor easy, and through an atmosphere 
which was close to a smothering degree, and 
felt at the. same time damp and disagreeable^ aa 
if from the vapours of a new made grave. Hev 
guide again sp<^e. 

*^ Bear up. Lady Augusta^ for a litde longer^ 
and contiiiue to endure that atmo^here whidi 
must be one day common to us all. By the 
necessity of my situataon, I must resign my pre- 
sent office to your original guide, and can only 
give you my assurance, that he, nor any one dse^ 
AsiSl offer you the least incivility or insult—- 
and OB this you may rely^ on the &ith of a 
of honotm'' 
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He placed her, as he said these words^ upon the 
s^rfik turfy and, to her infinite refreshment, made 
li^r sensible that she was once more in the open 
air, and free from the smothering atmosphere 
which had before oppressed her like that of m 
diarnel-house. At the same time, she breathed 
in a whisper an anxious wish that she might be 
permitted to dis^iofamber herself from the folds 
of the mande, which excluded almost the power 
of breathing, though intended only to prevent 
Ler seeing by what road she tnnreUed. She im-* 
mediately found it unfolded, agreeably to her 
request, and hastened, with uncovered eyes, te 
take note of the scaae around her. 

It was overshadowed by thick oak trees, among 
whidi stood some remnants of buildings, or what 
might have seemed such, being perhaps the same 
in which she had been lately wandering. A clear 
foantain of living water bubbled forth from under 
the twisted roots o{ one of diose trees, and o& 
fered the lady the opportunity of a draught <^ 
the pure element, and in which she also bathed 
her &ee, which had received inore Uian pnf 
scratch in the course of her journey, in spite of 
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the care, and almost the tenderness, with which 
she had latterly been borne along. The cool 
water speedily stopt the bleeding of those tri« 
fling injuries, and the application served at the 
same time to rec^ the scattered senses of the 
damsel herself. Her first idea was, whether an 
attempt to escape, if such should appear pos- 
sible, was not advisable. A moment's reflec- 
tion, however, satisfied her that such a scheme 
was not to be thought of; and such second 
thoughts were confirmed by the approach of the 
gigantic form of the huntsman, Turnbull, the 
rough tones of whose voice were heard before 
his figure was obvious to her eye. 

** Were you impatient for my return, fair 
lady? Such as I," he continued in an ironical 
tone of voice, << who are foremost in the chase of 
wild stags and silvan cattle, are not in use to 
lag behind, when fair ladies, like you, are the 
objects of pursuit ; and if I am not so constant 
in my attendance as you might expect, believe 
me, it is because I was engaged in another mat- 
ter, to which I must sacrifice for a little even 
the duty of attending on you.'* 
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*^ I offer no resistance,'* said the lady ; <^ for- 
bear, however, in discharging thy duty, to aug- 
ment my uneasiness by thy conversation, for thy 
master hath pledged me his word that he will 
not suffer me to be alarmed or ill treated/' 

^< Nay, fair one," replied the huntsman, *^ I 
ever thought it was fit to make interest by soft 
words with fair ladies ; but if you like it not, I 
have no such pleasure in hunting for fine holy- 
day terms, but that I can with equal ease hold 
myself silent* Come, l^en, since we must wait 
upon this lover of yours ere morning closes, 
and learn his last resolution touching a matter 
which is become so strangely complicated, I willr 
hold no more intercourse with you as a female, 
but talk to you as a person of sense, although an 
Englishwoman." 

« You will," replied the lady, « best fulfil the 
intentions of those by whose orders you act, by 
holding no society with me whatever, otherwise 
than is necessary in the character of guide.'* 

The man lowered his brows, yet seemed to as« 
^ent to what the Lady of Berkely proposed, and 
remidned silent as they for some time pursued 
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coiurse, each pondering over their own shitre 
of meditation, which probably turned npon mafe« 
ters essentially different. At length die loud 
blast of a bugle was heard at no great distance 
from the unsocial fellow-trayellers. ^ That is 
the person we seek,'' said Turnbull ; ^ I know 
his blast from any other who frequents this 
forest, and my orders are to bring you to speech 
of him," 

The blood started rapidly tibrough <he lady's 
Teins at the thought of being thus unceremo* 
niously presented to the knight) in whose farour 
she had confessed a rash preference more agrees 
able to the manners of those times, wh^i exag« 
gerated sentiments often inspired actions of ex« 
travi^ant generosity, than in our days^ when 
every thing is accounted absurd which does not 
tutn upon a motive connected with the immediate 
selfish interests of the actor himself. Wheif 
Turnbull, therefore, winded his horn, asr if in 
ans\f^r to the blast which they had heard} the 
lady was disposed to fly at the first impulse of 
Aame and of fear. TumbuU peioeived hdr in* 
taitkm^ and caught h^ld of l^r with no >ery 
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gende grasp, saying — ^^ Nayi lady, it is to be 
understood that you play your own part in the 
dramai which, unless you continue on the stagey 
will conclude, unsatisfactorily to us all, in a com* 
bat at outrance between your lover and me, whea 
it will appear which^ of us are most worthy of 
your favour." 

<< I will be patient," said the lady, bethinking 
her that even this strange man's presence, and 
the compulsion which he apjTeared to use towards 
her, waa a sort of excuse to her female scrupleSf 
for coming into the presence of her lover, at least 
at her first appearance before him, in a disguise 
which her feeUngs confessed was not extremely 
deccNTOus, or reconcilable to the dignity of her 



The moment after these thoughts had passed 
through her mind, the tramp of a horse wa9 
heard approaching ; and Sir John de Walton, 
pressing through the tree% became aware of tfa^ 
prasence of his lady, cs^tive, as it seemed, in tho 
grasp of a Scottish outlaw, who was only known 
to him by his fc»rmer audacity at the huntiog-> 
matcL 
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His surprise and joy only supplied the knight 
\idth those hasty expressions-r" Caitifl^ let g« 
thy hold ! or die in thy profane attempt to con- 
trol the motions of one whom the very sun in 
heaven should be proud to obey/' At the same 
time, apprehensive that the huntsman might 
hurry the lady from his sight, by means of somQ 
entangled path — such as upon a former occasion 
had served him for escape — Sir John de Walton 
dropt his cumbrous lance, of which the trees 
did not permit him the perfect use, and, spring- 
ing from his horse, approached Turnbull with 
his drawn sword. 

The Scottishman, keeping his left hand still 
upon the lady's mantle, uplifted with his right 
his battle-axe, or Jedwood staff, for the purpose 
of parrying and returning the blow of his anta- 
gonist, but the lady spoke. 
, " Sir John de Walton," she said, " for hea- 
ven's sake, forbear all violence, till you hear 
upon what pacific object I am brought hither, 
and by what peaceful means these wars may be 
put an end to. This man, though an enemy of 
yours, has been to me a civil and respectful 
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guardian ; and I entreat you to forbear liim while 
he speaks the purpose for which he has brought 
me hither.** 

'< To speak of compulsion and the Lady de 
Berkely in the same breath, would itself be 
cause enough for instant death," said the Gover* 
nor of Douglas Castle; '^ but you command^ 
lady, and I spare his insignificant life, although 
I have causes of complaint against him, the least 
of which were good warrant, had he a thousand 
lives, for the forfeiture of them all." 

« John de Walton," replied TurnbuU, « this 
lady well knows that no fear of thee operates in 
my mind to render this a peaceful meeting; and 
were I not withheld by other circumstances of 
great consideration to the Douglas, as well as 
thyself, I should have no more fear in facing the 
utmost thou couldst do, than I have now in leveU 
ling that sapling to the earth it grows upon." 

So saying, Michael TumbuU raised his battle* 
axe, and struck from a neighbouring oak-tree a 
iM'anch, wellnigh as thick as a man's arm, which 
(with all its twigs' and leaves) rushed to the 
ground, between De Walton and the Scotch* 
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tean, giving a singular instance of the keenness 
ef Ids weapon, and the strength and dexterity 
with which he used it. 

' ^< Let there be truce, then, between us, good 
fellow,*' said Sir John de Walton, ^^ since it is 
l^e lady's pleasure that sadk should be the case^ 
and let me know what thou hast to say to me 
respecting her ?' 

^ << On that subject," said Tumbull, ^' my words 
are few, but, mark them,- Sir EngUshman. The 
Lady Augusta Berkely, wandering in this coun-* 
try^ has become a prisoner of the nd>le Lord 
Douglas, the rightful inheritor of the castle and 
lordship, and he finds himsdf obliged to attach 
to the liberty of this lady the feUowing .c<mdif 
tions, being in all respects such as good and law- 
ful warfiure entitles a knight to exact That is to 
«ay, in all honour and safety the Lady Augusta 
sh^ be delivered to Sir John de Walton, or 
those whom he shall name for the .purpose of 
j^eceiving her. On the other hand, the Casde 
of Douglas itself, together with all out-posts or 
garrisons thereunto belonging, shall be made 
«rer and sarrexidered by Sir John de Waltoi^ 
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fai the same situation, and containing the same 
proTisions and artillery, as are now within ikeif 
walk ; and the space of a month of truce shali 
be permitted to Sir James Douglas and Sir John 
de Walton farther to regulate tlie tenna of sor* 
render on both parts, having first plighted their 
knightly word and oath, that in the exchange of 
ihe honourable lady for the foresaid castle, lies 
the fiill import of the present agreement, and 
that erery other subject of dispute shall, at the 
pleasure of the noble knights foresaid, be ho^ 
nourably compounded and agreed betwixt them ; 
or, at their pleasure, settled knightly by single 
combat, according to usage and in a fair field, 
before any honourable person, that may possess 
power enough to preside/' 

It is not easy to conceive the astonishment 
of Sir John de Walton at hearing the contents 
%xf this extraordinary cartel ; he looked towards 
the Lady of Berkely with that aspeet of despaiit 
with which a criminal may be supposed to see hia 
guardian angel prepare for departure. Througk 
her mind also similar ideas flowed, as if they. 
#ontfuned a concession of what she had coa«« 
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sidered as the summit of her wishes, but under 
conditions disgraceful to ber lover, like the che* 
rub's fiery sword of yore, which was a barrier 
between our first parents and the blessings of 
paradise. Sir John de Walton, after a moments 
hesitation, broke silence in these words : — 

^' Noble lady, you may be surprised if a con- 
dition be imposed upon me, having for its object 
your freedom ; and if Sir John de Walton, al~ 
ready standing under those obligations to you, 
which he is proud of acknowledging, should yet 
hesitate on accepting, with the utmost eagerness, 
what must ensure your restoration to freedom 
and independence ; but so it is, that the words 
now spoken have thrilled in mine ear without 
reaching to my imderstanding, and I must pray 
the Lady of Berkely for pardon if I take time 
to reconsider tiiem for a short space.'* 

" And I,'' replied Tumbull, " have only power 
to allow you half an hour for the consideration 
of an offer, in accepting which^ methinks, yov 
should jump shoulder-height, instead of asking 
any time for reflection. What does this cartel 
exact, save what your duty as a knight implicit* 
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ly obliges you to ? You have engaged yourself 
to become the agent of the tyrant Edward, in 
holding Douglas Castle, as his coqunander, to 
the prejudice of the Scottish nation, and of the 
Knight of Douglas Dale, who never, as a com- 
munity or as an individual, were guilty of the 
least injury towards you ; you are therefore pro- 
secuting a felse path, unworthy of a good knight. 
On the other hand, the freedom and safety of 
your lady is now proposed to be pledged to 
you, with a full assurance of her liberty and 
honour, on consideration of your withdrawing 
from the unjust line of conduct, in which you 
have suffered yourself to be imprudently engd- 
ged. If you persevere in it, you place your 
own honour, and the lady's happiness, in the 
hands of men whom you have done every thing 
in your power to render desperate, and whom, 
thus irritated, it is most probable you may find 
I such." 

>^ It is not from thee at least," said the knight, 
^Hhat I shall learn to estimate the manner in 
which Douglas will explain the laws of war, or 
De Walton receive them at his dictating." 
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' << I aii not, then,'' said Tnmbull, <^ receired 
as a friendly messenger ? Farewell, and thiidt 
of this lady as being in any Imnds birt tbosd 
'wbieb lire safe, while you make np at leisure 
your mind upon the message I haye brought 
you. Come, madam, we must be gone*'' 
. So saying, he seized upon the lady's hand, and 
pulled her, as if to force her to withdraw. The 
lady had stood motionless, ajid almost senseless, 
while these speeches were exchanged between 
iSie warriors; but when she felt the grasp of 
Michael Turnbull, she exclaimed, like one al-> 
most beside herself with fear — ^ He]^ me, De 
Walton r 

- Hie- knight, stung to instant rage, assaulted 
the forester with the utmost fury, and dealt bim 
with his long sword, almost at unawares, two or 
three heavy blows, by which he was so wound- 
ed that he sunk backwards in the thicket, and 
De Walton was about to dispatch him, when he 
was prevented by the anxious cry of the lady — 
" Alas ! De Walton, what have you done? This* 
man was only an ambassador, and should have 
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passed free from injury wliile he confined Imib* 
.self to the delivery of what he was charged with; 
and if thou hast slain him^ who knows haw 
fnghtfol may prove the vengeance exacted !^ 

The voice of the lady seemed to recover the 
huntsman from the effects of the blows he had 
received; he sprung on his feet, saying — ^^ Never 
mind me, nor think of my beccmiing the means 
ef making mischief. The knight, in his haste» 
spoke without giving me warning and defiance^ 
which gave him an advantage which, I thinks 
he would otherwise have scorned to have taken 
in such a case. I will renew the combat on 
fairer terms, or call another champion, as the 
knight pleases.'' With these words he disap- 
peared* 

** Fear not, empress of De Waltorfs thoughts,^ 
answered the knight ; *^ but believe, that if we 
Tegain together the shelter of Douglas Castle, 
•and the safeguard of Saint George's Cross, thou 
mayst laugh at all. And if you can but pardon, 
what I shall never be able to forgive myself, the 
mole-like blindness whldi did not recognise the 
sun while under a temporary eclipse, the task 
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<»iinot be named too hard for mortal valour to 
aclqeve which I shall not willingly undertake, 
to wipe out the memory of my grievous fault." 

" Mention it no more," said the lady; " it is 
not at such a time as this, when our lives are for 
the moment at stake, that quarrels upon slighter 
topics are to be recurred to, I can tell you, if 
you do not yet know, that the Scots are in arms 
in this vicinity, and that even the earth has 
yawned to conceal them from the sight of your 
^garrison." 

" Let it yawn, then," said Sir John de Wal- 
ton, " and suffer every fiend in the infernal 
«ibyss to escape from his prison-house and rein- 
force our enemies — still, fairest, having received 
in thee a pearl of matchless price, my spurs 
*shall be hacked from my heels by the basest 
'Scullion, if I turn my horse's head to the rear 
before the utmost force these ruffians can assem- 
ble, either upon earth or from underneath it. 
In thy name I defy them all to instant combat." 

As Sir John de Walton pronounced these last 
words, in something of an exalted tone, a tall 
<cavalier, arrayed in black armour of the simplest 
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form, stepped forth from that part of the thicket 
where Tumbull had disappeared. ** I am,'* he 
said, ^^ James of Douglas, and your challenge is 
accepted. I, the challenged, name the arms our 
knightly weapons as we now wear them, and 
our place of combat this field or dingle called the 
Bloody Sykes, the time being instant, and the 
combatants, like true knights, foregoing each ad<* 
vantage on either side." 

" So be it, in God'i^ name," said the English 
knight, who, though surprised at being called 
upon to so sudden an encounter with so formi- 
dable a warrior as young Douglas, was too proud 
to dream ofavoiding the combat Making a sign 
to the lady to retire behind him, that he might 
not lose the advantage which he had gained by 
setting her at liberty from the forester, he drew 
his sword, and with a deliberate and prepared 
attitude of offence moved slowly tp the encoun- 
ter. It was a dreadful one, for the courage and 
skill both of the native Lord of Douglas Dale, 
and of De Walton, were among the most re- 
nowned of the times, and perhaps the world of 
jchivalry could hardly have produced two knights 
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more famous. Their blows £ell as if urged by 
some mighty engine, where they were met and 
parried wi& equal strength and dexterity; nor 
seemed it likely, in the course of ten minutes* 
Encounter, that an advants^e would be gained 
by either combatant over the other. An instant 
they stopped by mutually implied assent^ as it 
seemed, for the purpose of taking breath, during* 
which Douglas said, ^^ I beg that Ihis noble lady 
may understand that her ^wn freedom is no way 
concerned in the pr^l^ent contest, which endreljr 
r^ards the injustice done by this Sir John de 
Walton, and by his nation of England, to the 
memory of my father and to my own natural * 
rights.'* 

« You are generous, Sir Knight," repUed die 
iady ; ^ but in what circumstances do you place 
jQie, if you deprive me of my protector by death 
or captivity, and leave me alone in a foreign 
land?' 

, ^' If such should be the event of the oom<- 
bflt," relied Sir James, " the Douglas himself 
lady, will safely restore thee to thy native land; 
for never did his sword do an injury for whidi 
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ke was not wflling- to make amends with ike 
same weapon ; and if Sir John de Walton will 
make the slightest admission that he renooncea 
maintaining the present strife, were it only by 
yielding np a feather from the plume of his hel* 
met, Douglas will renounce every purpose on 
liis part which can touch Ae lady's honoor 0^ 
safety, and the combat may be suspended and 
die national quarrel again brings us together." 

Sir John de Wdton pondered a moment, and 
the lady, although she did not speak, looked at 
him with eyes which plainly expressed how 
viuch Ae wished that he would choose the leas 
liazardous altematiye. But the knight's own 
scruples prevented his bringing the case to so 
favourable an arbitrement. 
» ^ Never shall it be said of Sir John de Wal- 
ton" he replied, ^ that he compromised, in the 
-slightest degree, his own honour, or that of his 
«coimtry. This battle may end in my defeat, or 
•father death, and in that case my earthly pro* 
spects are closed, and I resign to Douglas, with 
my last breath, the charge of the Lady Augusta, 
trusting that he will defend her with his lifis^ 
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and find the means of replacing her with safety 
in the halls of her fathers. But while I survive, 
she may have a better, but will not need another 
protector than Jie who is honoured by being her 
own choice ; nor will I yield up, were it a plume 
from my helmet, implying that I have main* 
tained an unjust quarrel,, either in the cause of 
England, or of the fairest of her daughters. 
Thus far alone I Mill concede to Douglas — ^an 
instant truce, provided the lady shall not be in- 
terrupted in her retreat to England, and the 
combat be fought out upon another day. The 
castle and territory of Douglas is the property 
of E^iward of England, the governor in his name 
is the rightful governor, and 6n this point I will 
fight while my eyelids are unclosed." 

** Time flies," said Douglas, " without wait* 
ing for our resolves ; nor is there any part of his 
motions of such value, as that which is passing 
-with every breath of vital air which we pre- 
jsentlydraw. Why should we adjourn till to-mor-* 
xow that which can be as well finished to-day? 
.Will our swords be sharper, or our arms stronger 
bio wield them, than they are at this moment ? 
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Douglas will do all which knight can do to suc- 
cour a lady in distress; bat he will not grant to 
her knight the slightest mark of deference, which 
Sir John de Walton vainly supposes himself able 
to extort by force of arms." 

With these words, the knights engaged once 
more in mortal combat, and the lady felt uncer- 
tain whether she should attempt her escape 
through the devious paths of the wood, or abide 
the issue of this obstinate fight. It was rather 
her desire to see the fate of Sir John de Walton, 
than any other consideration, which induced her 
to remain, as if fascinated, upon the spot, where 
one of the fiercest quarrels ever fought was dis- 
puted by two of the bravest champions that ever 
drew sword. At last the lady attempted to put 
a stop to the combat, by appealing to the bells 
which began to ring for the service of the day, 
which was Palm Sunday. 

" For Heaven's sake," she said — ^' for your 
own sakes, and for that of lady's love, and the 
duties of chivalry, hold your hands only for an 
hour, and take chance, ■that where strength is so 
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equal, means will be found of converting the 
truce into a solid peace. Think this is Pahn 
Sunday, and will you defile with blood such a 
peculiar festival of Christianity ? Intermit your 
feud at least so far as to pass to the nearest 
church, bearing with you branches, not in the 
ostentatious mode of earthly conquerors, but as 
rendering due homage to the rules of the blessed 
church, and the institutions of our holy religion/* 

<^ I was on my road, fair lady, for liiat pur- 
pose, to the holy church of Douglas," said Ae 
Englishman, '^ when I was so fortunate as to 
meet you at this place; nor do I object to pro- 
ceed thither even now, holding truce for an 
hour, and I fear not to find there friends tq 
whom I can commit you with assurance of 
safety, in case I am unfortunate in the combat 
which is now broken off, to be resumed after the 
service of the day." 

" I also assent," said the Douglas, " to a truce 
for such short space; nor do I fear that there 
may be good Christians enough at the churchy 
who will not see their master overpowered by 
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odds. Let IK go thither, and eadi take the chance 
of what Heaven fthall please to send us." 

From these words, Sir John de Walton little 
doubted that Douglas had assured himself of ai 
party among diose who should there assemble ; 
but he doubted not of so many of the garrison 
being present as would bridle erery attempt 
at rising ; and the risk, he thought, was worth 
incurring, since he should thereby secure an 
opportuxuty to place Lady Aug^usta de Berkely 
in safety, at least so figir as to make her liberty 
depend on the event of a general conflict, instead 
of the precarious issue of a combat between him- 
self and Douglas. 

Both these distinguished knights were in- 
wardly of opinion, that the proposal of the lady, 
though it relieved them from their present 
conflict, by no means bound them to abstain 
from the consequences which an accession of 
force might add to their general strength, and 
each relied upon his superiority, in some degree 
provided for by their previous proceedings. Sir 
John de Walton made almost certain of meeting 
with several of his bands of soldiers, who were 
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scouring the country and traversing the woods 
by his direction ; and Douglas, it may be sup-* 
posed, had not ventured himself in person where 
a price was set upon his head, without being 
attended by a sufficient number of proved adhe- 
rents, placed in more or less connexion with 
each other, and stationed for mutual support. 
Each, therefore, entertained well-grounded hopes, 
that, by adopting the truce proposed, he would 
ensure himself an advantage over his antagonist, 
although neither exactly knew in what manner or 
to what extent this success was to be obtained. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

His talk was of another world — ^his bodementi 
StrtfBge, doubtful, and 'mysterious; tKose who heard him 
Listen'd as to a man in feverish dreams, 
Who speaks of other objects than the present. 
And mutters like to him who sees a vision". 

Old Play. 

On the same Palm Sunday when De Walton 
and Douglas measured together their mighty 
swords, the minstrel Bertram was busied with 
the ancient Book of Prophecies, which we have 
already mentioned as the supposed composition 
of Thomas the Rhymer, but not without many 
anxieties as to the fate of his lady, and the events 
which were passing around him. As a minstrel, 
he was desirous of an auditor to enter into the 
discoveries which he should make in that mystic 
volume, as well as to assist in passing away the 
4ime; Sir John de Walton had furnished him, 
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in Gilbert Greenleaf die arcLer, with one wlio 
was well contented to play the listener ^< from 
morn to dewy eve," provided a fiadt of Gascon 
wine, or a stoup of good English ale, remained 
on the board. It may be remembered that De 
Walton, when he dismissed th? minstrel from 
the dungeon, was sensible that he owed him 
some compensation for the causeless suspicion 
which had dictated his imprisonment, moVe par- 
ticularly as he was a valued servant, and had 
^ shown himself the faithful confidant, of the Lady 
Augusta de Berkely, and the person who was 
moreover likely to know all the ^motives and cir- 
cumstances of her Scottish journey. To secure 
his good wishes. was, therefiure, politic; and De 
Walton had intimated to his faithful archer that 
he was to lay aside all suspicion of Bertram, but 
at the same time keep him in »ght, andf if pos« 
sible, in good humour with the governor of the 
casde, and his adherents. Greenleaf accord-* 
ii^ly had no doubt in his own mind, that the 
only way to please a minstrel was to listen with 
patience and commendation to the lays which he 
liked best to sing, or the tales which he most 
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kved to tell ; and in order to ensure the execu- 
tion of liis master's commands, he judged it 
necessary to demand of die butler such store of 
good liquor, as could not £ul to enhance the 
pleasure of his society. 

Having thus fortified himself with the means 
of bearing a long interview with the minstrel, 
Gilbert Greenleaf pnqposed to confer upon him 
the bounty of an early 1»eakfast, which, if it 
pleased him, they might wash down with a cup 
of sack, and, having his master's commands to 
show the minstrel any thing about the castle 
which he might wish to see, refresh their over 
wearied spirits by attending a part of the garri- 
son of Douglas to the service of the day, which, 
as we have already seen, was of peculiar sanctity. 
Against such a proposal, die minstrel, a good 
Christian by profession, and, by his connexion 
with the joyous science, a good fellow, having 
1^0 objections to offer, the two comrades, who 
had formerly little good- will towards each other, 
•OHunenoed their morning's repast on that fated 
Palm Sunday, with all maaDiner of cordiality and 
good fellowship^ 
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"•Do not believe, wortliy minstrel," said the 
archer, ^^ that my master in any respect dispa- 
rages your worth or rank in referring you for 
company or conversation to so poor a man as 
myself. It is true, I am no officer of this garri- 
son ; yet for an old archer, who, for these thirty 
years, has lived by bow and bowstring, I do not 
(Our Lady make me thankful !) hold less share in 
the grace of Sir John de Walton, the Earl of 
Pembroke, and other approved good soldiers, 
than many of those giddy young men on whom 
commissions are conferred, and to whom confi- 
dences are intrusted, not on account of what 
they have done, but what their ancestors have 
done before them. I pray you to notice among 
them one youth placed at our head in De Wal- 
ton's absence, and who bears the honoured name 
of Aymer de Valence, being the same with that 
of the Earl of Pembroke, of whom I have spo- 
ken ; this knight has also a brisk young page,' 
whom men call Fabian Harbothel." 

" Is it to these gentlemen that your censure* 
applies ?" answered the minstrel ; " I should 
have judged differently, having never, in the' 
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course of my experience, seen a young man 
more courteous and amiable than the young 
knight you named/' 

<^ I nothing dispute that it may be so/' said the 
archer, hastening to amend the false step which 
he had made ; ^* but in order that it should be 
so, it will be necessary that he conform to die 
usages of his uncle, taking the advice of expe* 
rienced old soldiers in the emergencies which 
may present themselves; and not believing, that 
the knowledge, which it takes many years of 
observation to acquire, can be at once conferred 
by the slap of the flat of a sword, and the magic 
words, ^ Rise up. Sir Arthur'^-or however the 
case may be." 

^* Doubt not. Sir Archer," replied Bertram, 
<< that I am fully aware of the advantage to be 
derived from conversing with men of experience^ 
like you : it benefiteth men of every persuasion, 
and I myself am oft reduced to lament my want 
of sufficient knowledge of armorial bearings, 
signs, and cognizances, and would right &in have 
thy assistance, where I am a stranger alike to 
the names of places, of persons, and description 
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of faanneiB and emUems by whioh great farailied 
are dfetrnguished^from each other, so absolutely 
necessary to the accomplishment of my present 
task." 

<^ PenBMis and banners," answered th« ar<^ry 
'' I haFe seen nght many, and can assign, as k 
a S(ddier's wont, the name of the leader to the 
emblem under which he musters hia followers; 
neverthekss, worthy minstrel, I cannot presume 
to understand what you call pri^hecies, with oi? 
under warranted authority of old painted books^ 
expositions of dreamsi, oracles, revelations, invo^ 
cations of damned q»rits, jn£cials, astrologicakiy 
and other gross and palpable offences, wherd^y 
men, pretending to have the assistance of the 
devil, do impose upon the common people, in 
spite of the warnings of the Privy Council i not,' 
however, that I suspect you, wor&y minstrel, of 
busying yourself with these* attempts to explain 
futurity, which are dangeroius attempts, and ma;^ 
be truly ^aid to be penal, and part oi treason/' 

^^ There is something in what you sayj" re^ 
plied the minstrel ; <^ yet it applieth not to books 
and manufcripts such as I have beeneoosulling; 
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part of ivliidi thingB therein written having aU 
ready come to pass, authorize us surely to expect 
^e completion of the rest ; nor would I have 
much difficalty in showing you from this volume, 
that enough has been already proved true, to 
entitle us to look with certainty to the accom- 
plishment of that which remains/' 
* ^ I should be glad to hear that," answered 
Ihe archer, who entertained little more than a 
soldier*s belief respecting prophecies and augu- 
ries, but yet cared not bluntly to contradict the 
minstrel upon such subjects, as he had been in- 
structed by Si John de Walton to comply with 
Uus humour. Accordingly the minstrel begad 
to recite verses, which, in our time, the ablest 
interpreter could not make ^ense out of. 

*' When the codk crows, keep well llis comb, , 

For the fox and the fiilmart they are false both. 
When the raven and the rook have rounded together, 
j And the kid in his cliff ahall accord to the mae, 

Then shall they be bold, and soon to battle thereafter. 

Then the birds of the raven rugs and reives, 

Aoid the Jeal men of Lothiui are lofo^isg on their hone ; 

Then shall the poor people be spoiled full near, 

And the Abbeys be burnt truly that stand upon Tweed ; 

Xkej dial hmnt amA aby, «id graai x«tf nuka 5 
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There nhaJl no poor man wlio say wliose mail be is : 
Then shall the land be lawless, for love there is none. 
Then fidset shall have foot fully five years ; 
Then truth surely shall be tint, and none shall lippen to other ; 
The one cousing shall not trust the other, 
Not the son the father, nor the father the son ; 
Vor to have his goods he would have him hanged,** 
&C9 &c«y Ice* 



The archer listened to these mystic progfio»* 
ticationSy which were not the less wearisome that 
they were, in a considerable degree, unintelli- 
gibly; at the same time subduing his Hotspur'- 
like disposition to tire of the recitation, yet. at 
brief intervals comforting himself with an appli- 
cation to the wine-flagon, and enduring as he 
might what he neither understood nor took inte-» 
rest in. Meanwhile the minstrel proceeded with 
his explanation of the dubious and imperfect 
vaticinations of which we have given a sufficient 
specimen. 

** Could you wish/' said he to Greenlea^ *^ a 
more exact description of the miseries which 
have passed over Scotland in these latter days ? 
Have not these the raven and rook, the fox and 
the fulmart, explained ; either because the nature 
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of the birds or beasts bear an individual resem- 
blance to those of the knights who display them 
on their banners, or otherwise are bodied forth by 
actual blazonry on their shields, and come openly 
into the field to ravage and destroy ? Is not the 
total disunion of the land plainly indicated by 
these words, that connexions of blood shall be 
broken asunder, that kinsmen shall not trust 
each other, and that the father and son, instead 
of putting faith in their natural connexion, shall 
seek each other's life, in order to enjoy his inhe- 
ritance ? The leal men of Lothian are distinctly 
mentioned as taking arms, and there is plainly 
allusion to the other events of these late Scot- 
tish troubles. The death of this last William is 
obscurely intimated under the type of a hound, 
which was that good lord's occasional cognizance.^ 

' The hound that was harmed then muxded shall be^ 
Who loved him worst shall weep for his wreck ; 
Yet shall a whelp rise of the same race. 
That rudely shall roar and rule the whole north, 
And quit the whole quarrel of old deeds done. 
Though he from his hold be kept back awhile. 
True Thomas told me this in a troublesome time. 
In a hanrest morning at Eldoun hills** 

VOL. IV. M 
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<^ This hath a meaning, Sir Archer/' eonti- 
nued the minstrel, ^^ and which flies as directly 
to its mark as one of your ownarrows, although 
there may be some want of wisdom in making 
tlie direct explication. Being, however, upon 
assurance with you, I do not hesitate to tell you, 
that in my opinion this Uon's whelp that waite 
its time, means this same celebrated Scottish 
prince, Robert the Bruce, who, lliough repeat- 
edly defeated, has still, while hunted with blood- 
hounds, and surrounded by enemies of every 
sort, maintained his pretensions to the crown 
of Scotland, in despite of King Edward, now 
xeigning." 

** Minstrel," answered the soldier, " you are 
my guest, and we have sat down togeth^ as 
friends to this simple meal in good comrade- 
ship; I must tell thee, however, lliough I am 
loath to disturb our harmony, that tkou art the 
first who hast adventured to speak a word before 
Gilbert Greenkaf in favour of that outlawed 
traitor, Robert Bruce, who has by his seditions 
so long disturbed the peace of this realm. Take 
xsxy advice, and be silent on this topic; for, 
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believe me, the sword of a true English archer 
lyill spring from its scabbard without consent of 
its master, should it hear aught said to the dis« 
paragement of bonny St George and his ruddy 
cross; nor shall the authority of Thomas the 
Rhymer, or any other prophet in Scotland, Eng« 
land, or Wales, be considered as an ap<dogy for 
such unbecoming predictions." 

<^ I were loath to give offence at any time,'' 
said the minstrel, ^^ much more to provoke you 
to anger, when I am in the very act of experien- 
cing your hospitality. I trust, however, you will 
remember that I do not come your uninvited 
guest, and that if I speak to you of future events, 
I do so without having the least intention to add 
my endeavour to bring them to pass ; for, God 
knows, it is many years since my sincere prayer 
has been for peace and happiness to all men, and 
particularly honour and happiness to the land of 
Bowmen, in which I was born, and which I am 
bound to remember in my prayers beyond all 
other nations in the world.'' 

<^ It is well that you do so," said the archer ; 
^ for so you shall best maintain your boundea 
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duty to the fJEiir land of your birth, which is the 
richest that the sun shines upon. Something, 
however, I would know, if it suits with your 
pleasure to tell me, and that is, whether you find 
any thing in these rude rhymes appearing to 
affect the safety of the Castle of Douglas, where 
we now are ? — for, mark me, Sir Minstrel, I have 
observed that these mouldering parchments, 
when or by whomsoever composed, have so far a 
certain coincidence with the truth, that when 
such predictions which they contain are spread 
abroad in the country, and create rumours of 
plots, conspiracies, and bloody wars, they are 
very apt to cause the very mischances which 
they would be thought only to predict." 

*^ It were not very cautious in me,*' said the 
minstrel, " to choose a prophecy for my theme, 
which had reference to any attack on this gar- 
rison ; for in such case I should, according to 
your ideas, lay myself under suspicion of endea- 
vouring to forward what no person could more 
heartily regret than myself." 

** Take my word for it, good friend," said the 
archer, ^< that it shall not be thus with thee ; for 
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I neither will myself conceive ill of thee^ nor 
report thee to Sir John de Walton as meditating 
harm towards him or his garrison, — ^nor, to speak 
trath, would Sir John de Walton be williog to 
believe any one who did. He thinks highly, 
and undoubtedly deservedly, of thy good fiuth 
towards thy lady, and would conceive it unjust 
to suspect the fidelity of one who has given evi*- 
dence of his willingness to meet death rather 
than betray the least secret of hb mistress." 

" In preserving her secret,'* said Bertram, 
<^ I only discharged the duty of a fiuthful ser- 
vant, leaving it to her to judge how long such a 
secret ought to be preserved ; for a faithful ser- 
vant ought to think as little of the issue towards 
himself of the commission which he bears, as the 
band of flox silk concerns itself with the secret 
of the letter which it secures. And, touching 
your question — I have no objections, although 
merely to satisfy your curiosity, \q unfold to you 
that these old prophecies do contain some inti- 
mations of wars befalling in Douglas Dale, be- 
tween an haggard, or wild hawk, which I take 
to be the cognizance of Sir John de Walton, and 
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the three stars, or martlets, which is the cogni- 
zance of the Douglas; and more particulars I 
could tell of these onslaughts, did I know where- 
abouts is a place in these woods termed Bloody 
Sykes, the scene also, as I comprehend, of 
slaughter and death, between the followers of 
the three stars and those who hold the part of 
the Saxon, or King of England." 

" Such a place," replied Gilbert Greenleaf, 
*^ I bave heard often mentioned by that name 
among the natives of these parts ; nevertheless 
it is in vain to seek to discover the precise spot, 
as these wily Scots conceal from us with care 
every thing respecting the geography of their 
country, as it is called by learned men ; but we 
may here mention the Bloody Sykes, Bottom- 
less Myre, and other places, as portentous names, 
to which their traditions attach some signification 
of war and slaughter. If it suits your wish, how- 
ever, we can on our way to the church, try to 
find this place called Bloody Sykes, which I 
doubt not we shall trace out long before the 
traitors who meditate an attack upon us will find 
a power sufficient for the attempt." 
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Accordingly the minstrel and archer, the latter 
of whom was by this time reasonably well re- 
freshed with wine, marched out of the Castle of 
Donglas, without waiting for others of the gar- 
rison, resolving to seek the dingle bearing the 
ominous name of Bloody Sykes, concerning 
which the archer only knew that by mere acci- 
dent he had heard of a place bearing such a 
name, at the hunting-match made under the 
auspices of Sir John de Walton, and knew that 
it lay in the woods somewhere near the town'of 
Douglas, and in the vicinage of the castle. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Hotspur* I cannot choose ; sometimes lie angers me 
WitL telling me of the moldwarp and the ant, 
Of the dreamer Merlin, and his prophecies ; 
And of a dragon and a finless fish, 
A dipt-wingM griffin and a moulten rayen, 
A couching lion, and a ramping cat. 
And such a deal of skimble-skamble stuff. 
As puts me from my faith. 

Kbng Henry IV* 

The conversation between the minstrel and 
the ancient archer naturally pursued a train 
somewhat resembling that of Hotspur and Glen- 
dower, in which Gilbert Greenleaf by degrees 
took a larger share than was apparently consist- 
ent with his habits and education : but the truth 
was, that as he exerted himself to recall the re« 
cognizances of military chieftains, their war-crie% 
emblems, and other types by which they distin- 
guished themselves in battle, and might undoubt- 
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edly be indicated in prophetic rhymes, he began 
to experience the pleasure which most men en- 
tertain when they find themselves imexpectedly 
possessed of a faculty which the moment calls 
upon them to employ, and renders them import- 
ant in the possession of. The minstrel's sound 
good sense was certainly somewhat surprised at 
the inconsistencies sometimes displayed by his 
companion, as he was carried o£f by the willing- 
ness to make show of his newly discovered faculty 
on the one hand, and, on the other, to call to 
mind the prejudices which he had nourished 
during his whole life against minstrels, who, 
with the whole train of legends and fables, were 
the more likely to be false, as being generally 
derived from the " North Countrie.'* 

As they strolled from one glade of the forest 
to another, the minstrel began to be surprised at 
the number of Scottish votaries whom they met^ 
and who seemed to be hastening to the church, 
and, as it appeared by the boughs which they 
carried, to assist in the ceremony of the day. To 
each of these the archer put a question respect- 
ing the existence of a place called Bloody Sykes, 

m2 
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and where it was to be fouod — ^but all seemed 
either to be ignorant on the subject, or desbous 
of evading it, for which they found some pretext 
in the jolly archer's manner of interrogation, 
which savoured a good deal of the genial break- 
fast. The general answer was, that they knew 
no such place, or had other matters to attend to 
upon the morn of a holy* tide than answering 
frivolous questions. At last, when, in one or two 
instances, the answer of the Scottish almost ap- 
proached to sullenness, the minstrel remarked it, 
observing that there was ever some mischief on 
foot when the people of this country could not 
find a civil answer to their betters, which is usu- 
ally so ready among them, and that they appear- 
ed to be making a strong muster for the service 
of Palm Sunday. 

" You will doubtless, Sir Archer," continued 
the minstrel, ** make yoiur report to your knight 
accordingly ; for I promise you, that if you do 
not, I myself, whose lady's freedom is also Qon* 
cerned, will feel it my duty to place before Sir 
John de Walton the circumstances which make 
ine entertain suspicion of this extraordinary con*- 
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flaence of SGOttbh men, and the snrlioess which 
has replaced their wonted courtesy of manners.** 

** Tttsh, Sir Minstrel/' replied the archer^ 
displeased at Bertram's interference, *^ believe 
me, that armies hare ere now depended on my 
report to the general, which has always been 
perspicuous and clear, according to the duties oi 
war. Your walk, my worthy friend, has been in 
a separate department, such as affidrs of peace, 
old songs, pr<^hecies, and the like, in which it 
is far from my thoughts to contend with you ; 
but credit me, it will be most for the reputation 
of both, that we do not attempt to interfere with 
what conieems eadi other/* 

<< It is far firom my wish to do so,'* replied the 
minstrel ; *^ but I would wish that a speedy return 
should be made to the castle, in order to ask Sir 
John de Walton's opinion of that which we have 
but just seen." 

" To this," replied Greenleaf, " there can be 
BO objection ; bat, would you seek iiie governor 
at the hour which now is, you will find him 
most rea£ly by going to the church of Dougks, 
i» which he regularly wends on occasions such 
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as the present, with the principal part of his offi* 
cers, to ensure, by his presence, that no tumult 
arise (of which there is no little dread) between 
the English and the Scottish. Let us therefore 
hold to our original intention of attending the 
service of the day, and we shall rid ourselves of 
these entangled woods, and gain the shortest road 
to the church of Douglas." 

<^ Let us go then with all dispatch," said the 
minstrel; ^^and with the greater haste, that it 
appears to me that something has passed on this 
very spot this morning, which argues that the 
Christian peace due to the day has not been in- 
violably observed. What mean these drops of 
•blood?" alluding to those which had flowed from 
*he wounds of TurnbuU — " Wherefore is the 
«arth impressed with lliese deep dints, the foot- 
steps of armed men advancing and reti*eating, 
doubtless, according to the chances of a fierce 
and heady conflict ?" 

" By Our Lady," returned Greenleaf, "I must 
own that thou seest clear. What were my eyes 
made of when they permitted thee to be the first 
discoverer of these signs of conflict ? Here are 
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feathers of a blae plume, wliicli I ought to re- 
fliember, seeing my knight assumed it, or at least 
permitted me to place it in his helmet, this morn- 
ing, in sign of returning hope, from the liveli- 
ness of its colour. But here it lies, shorn from 
his head, and, if I may guess, by no friendly 
hand» Come, friend, to the church — to the 
church — ^and thou shalt have my example of the 
manner in which De Walton ought to be sup- 
ported when in danger/' 

He led the way llirough the town of Douglas, 
entiering at the soulliern gate, and up the very 
street in which Sir Aymer de Valence had 
charged the Phantom Knight. 

We can now say more fully, that the church 
of Douglas had originally been a stately Gothic 
building, whose towers, arising high above the 
walls of the town, bore witness to the grand- 
eur of its original construction. It was now 
partly ruinous, and the small portion of open 
space which was retained for public worship 
was fitted up in the family aisle, where its de- 
ceased lords rested from worldly labours and the 
strife of war. From the open ground in the 
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front of tibe building, their eye could pursite a 
eonsideiable part of the course of the river Doic« 
glas, which approached the town from the soEidH 
west, bordered by a line of MUs fimtastically di- 
versified in their appearance, and in mamy places 
covered with copsewood, whidi descended to- 
wards the valley, and formed a part of the tan- 
gled and intricate woodland by which the town 
was snrroiunded. The river itself sweefongroumd 
the west side of the towtiyand from dience nortli- 
ward, supplied that large inunSdatiQa or artificial 
piece of water which we have already mention- 
ed. Several of the Scottish people, bearing 
willow branches, or those of yew, to represent 
the palnm which were the symbol of the day, 
seemed wandering in the churchyard as if to 
attend the approach of some person of peculiar 
sanctity, or procession of monks and Mars, come 
to render the homage due to the solemnity. At 
the moment almost that Bertram and hia compa- 
nion entered the churchyard, the Lady of Berke^ 
ly, who was in the act of foUowing Sh Jdm 
de Waltoin into the ehareh, after having wit- 
nessed his conflict with the young Knight of 
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Douglas, caught a glimpse of her iGaithful iniiK- 
strel, and instantly detennined to regain the 
company of that old servant of her house and 
confidant of her fortunes, and trust to the chance 
afterwards of being rejoined by Sir John de 
Walton, with a sufficient party to provide for 
her safety, which she in no respect doubted it 
would be hb care to collect She darted away 
accordingly from the path in which she was ad- 
vancing, and reached the place where Bertram, 
with his new acquaintance Greenleaf, were mar 
king some enquiries of the soldiers of the Eng- 
lish garrison, whom the service of the day had 
brought there. 

Lady Augusta Berkely, in the mean time, had 
an opportunity to say privately to her fidthful 
attendant and guide, << Take no notice of me, 
friend Bertram, but take heed, if possible, that 
we be not again separated from each other." 
Having given him this hint, she observed that 
it was adopted by the minstrel, and that he 
presently afterwards looked round and set his 
eye upon her, as, muffled in her pilgrim's cloak, 
she slowly withdrew to another ^art of the 
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cemetery, and seemed to halt until, detaching 
himself from Greenleaf, he should find an oppor- 
tunity of joining her. 

Nothing, in truth, could have more sensibly 
affected the faithful minstrel than the singular 
jnode of communication which acqusdnted him 
that his mistress was safe, and at liberty to choose 
her own motions, and, as he might hope, dispo- 
sed to extricate herself from the dangers which 
surrounded her in Scotland by an immediate re- 
treat to her own country and domain. He would 
gladly have approached and joined her, but she 
took an opportunity by a sign to caution him 
against doing so, while at the same time he re- 
mained somewhat apprehensive of the conse- 
quences of bringing her under the notice of his 
new fnend, Greenleaf, who might perhaps think 
it proper to busy himself so as to gain some 
favour with the knight who was at the head of 
the garrison. Meantime the old archer con- 
tinned his conversation with Bertram, while the 
minstrel, like many other men similarly situated, 
heartily wished that his well-meaning compa- 
nion had been a hundred fathoms under ground. 
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SO liis evanishment had g^ven him license to join 
his mistress ; but all he had in his power was to 
approach her as near as he could, without crea- 
ting any suspicion, 

** I would pray you, worthy minstrel/' said 
(xreenleaf, after looking carefully round, ** that 
we may prosecute together the theme which we 
were agitating before we came hither; is it not 
your opinion, that the Scottish natives have fixed 
this very morning for some of those dangerous 
attempts which they have repeatedly made, and 
which are so carefully guarded against by the 
governors placed in this district of Douglas by 
our good King Edward, our rightful sove- 
reign?'* 

*^ I cannot see,'' replied the minstrel, ^^ on 
what grounds you found such an apprehension, 
or what you see here in the churchyard different 
from that you talked of as we approached it, 
when you held me rather in scorn, for giving 
way to some suspicions of the same kind." 

" Do you not see," added the archer, " the 
numbers of men, with strange faces, and in va- 
rious disguisements, who are thronging about 
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these ancient ruins, which are nsuaUy so soli- 
tary ? Yonder,, for example, sits a boy, who seems 
to shun observation, and whose dress, I will be 
sworn, has never been shaped in Scotland**' 

** And if he is an English pilgrim,*' replied 
the minstrel, observing that the archer pointed 
towards the Lady of Berkely, *^ he surely aSoids 
less matter of suspicion." 

** I know not that," said old Greenleaf, " but 
I think it will be my duty to inform Sir John 
de Walton, if I can reach him, that there are 
many persons here, who in outward aj^arance 
neither belong to the garrison, nor to this part 
of the country." 

** Consider," said Bertram, " before yoii ha- 
rass with accusation a poor young man, and sub- 
ject him to the consequences which must neces- 
sarily attend upon suspicions of this nature, how 
many circumstances call forth men pecuHariy to 
devotion at this period. Not only is this the time 
of the triumphal entrance of the founder of die 
Christian religion into Jerusalem, but the day 
itself is called Dominica Confitentium, or the 
Sunday of Confessors, and the palm-tree, or the 
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box and yew, which are used as its substitutes^ 
and which are distributed to the priests, are burnt 
solemnly to ashes, and those ashes distributed 
among the pious, by the priests, upon the Ash- 
Wednesday of the succeeding year, all which 
rites and ceremonies in our country are observed, 
by order of the Christian church ; nor ought you, 
gentle archer, nor can you without a crime, per- 
secute those as guilty of designs upon your gar- 
rison, who can ascribe their presence here to their 
desire to discharge the duties of the day ; and 
look ye at yon numerous procession approaching 
with banner and cross, and, as it appears, consist- 
ing of some churchman of rank, and his attendr 
ants ; let us first enquire who he is, and it is pro- 
bable we shall £nd in his name and rank sufficient 
security for the peaceable and orderly behaviour 
of those whom piety has this day assembled at 
the church of Douglas.'' 

Greenleaf accordingly made the investigation 
recommended by his companion, and received 
infcffmation that the holy man, who headed the 
procession, was no other than the diocesan of 
the district, the Archbishop of Glasgow, who 
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had come to give his countenance to the rites 
with which the day was to be sanctified. 

The prehite accordingly entered the walls of 
the dilapidated churchyard, preceded by his cross- 
bearers, and attended by numbers, with boughs of 
yew and other evergreens, used on the festivity 
instead of palms. Among them the holy &ther 
showered his blessing, accompanied by signs of 
th^ cross, which were met with devout excla- 
mations by such of the worshippers as crowded 
around him : — ** To thee, reverend father, we 
apply for pardon for our offences, which we hum- 
bly desire to confess to thee, in order that we 
may obtain pardon from heaven.'' 

In this manner the congregation and the 
dignified clergyman met together, exchanging 
pious greeting, and seemingly intent upon no- 
thing but the rites of the day. The acclama- 
tions of the congregation mingled with the deep 
voice of the o£Bciating priest, dispensing the 
sacred ritual ; the whole forming a scene which, 
conducted with the Catholic skill and ceremo- 
nial, was at once imposing and affecting. 

The archer, on seeing the zeal with which 
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the people in the churchyard, as well as a num- 
ber who issued from the church, hastened proudly * 
to salute the bishop of the diocese, was rather "^^ 
ashamed of the suspicions which he had enter- 
tained of the sincerity of the good man's pur- 
pose in coming hither. Taking advantage of a 
fit of devotion, not perhaps very common with 
old Greenleaf, who at this moment thrust him- 
self forward to share in those spiritual advan- 
tages which the prehte was dispensing, Ber- 
tram slipped clear of his English friend, and, 
gliding to the side of the Lady Augusta, ex- 
changed, by the pressure of the hand, a mutual 
congratulation upon having rejoined company. 
On a sign by the minstrel, they withdrew to the i 
inside of the church, so as to remain unobserved 
amidst the crowd, in which they were &voured by 
the dark shadows of some parts of the building. 
The body of the church, broken as it was, 
and hung round with the armorial trophies of 
the last Lords of Douglas, furnished rather the 
appearance of a sacrilegious desecrated ruin, than 
the inside of a holy place ; yet some care appear- 
ed to have been taken to prepare it for the^ser- 
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vice of the day. At the lower end hung the 
great escutcheon of the Earl of Douglas, who 
had lately died a prisoner in England ;' around 
that escutcheon were placed the smaller shields 
of his sixteen ancestors, and a deep black sha- 
dow was diffused by the whole mass, unless 
where relieved by the glance of the coronets, or 
the glimmer of bearings particularly gay in em- 
blazonry. I need not say, that in other respects 
the interior of the church was much dismantled, 
it being the very same place in which Sir Aymer 
de Valence held an interview with the old sex- 
ton; and who now, drawing into aseparate corner 
some of the straggling parties whom he had col- 
lected, and brought to the church, kept on the 
alert, and appeared ready for an attack as well 
at mid-c^y as at the witching hour of midnight. 
This was the more necessary, as the eye of Sir 
John de Walton seemed busied in searching 
from one place to another, as if unable to find 
the object he was in quest o^ which the reader 
will easily understand to be the Lady Augusta de 
Berkely, of whom he had lost sight in the presH 
sure of the multitude* At the eastern part of the 
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ehuich was fitted up a temporary altar, by t^ 
ride of which, arrayed in his robes, the Arch- 
bisht^ of Glasgow had taken his place, with 
saeh priests and attendants as composed his 
episcopal retinue. His suite was neither nume* 
rous nor richly attired, nor did his own appear- 
ance present a splendid specimen of the wealth 
and dignity of the episcopal order. When he 
laid down, however, his golden cross, at the 
stern command of the King of England, that of 
simple wood, which he assumed instead thereoj^ 
did not possess less authority, nor command less 
awe among the dergy and people of the diocese. 
The various persons, natives of Scotland, now 
gathered around, seemed to watch his motions, 
as those of a descended saint, and the English 
waited in mute astonii^ment, apprehensive that 
at some unexpected signal an attack would be 
made upon them, either by the powers of earth 
or heaven, or perhaps by both in combination. 
The truth is, that so great was the devotion of 
&e Scottish clergy <tf the higher ranks to the 
interests of the party of Bruce, that the English 
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bad become jealous of permitting tbem to inter<- 
fere even witb tbose ceremonies of tbe eburcb 
wbicb were placed under tbeir proper manage- 
ment, and tbence tbe presence of tbe Arcb- 
bisbop of Glasgow, officiating at a bigb festival 
in tbe eburcb of Douglas, was a circumstance 
of rare occurrence, and not unattended botb 
witb wonder and suspicion. A council of tbe 
eburcb, bowever, bad lately called tbe distin- 
guisbed prelates of Scotland to tbe discbarge 
of tbeir duty on tbe festivity of Palm Sunday, 
and neitber Englisb nor Scottisb saw tbe cere- 
mony witb indifference. An unwonted silence 
wbicb prevailed in tbe eburcb, filled, as it ap- 
peared, witb persons of different views, bopes, 
wisbes, and expectations, resembled one of tbose 
solemn pauses wbicb often take place before a 
strife of tbe elements, and are well understood 
to be tbe forerunners of some dreadful concus- 
sion of nature. All animals, according to tbeir 
various nature, express tbeir sense of tbe ap- 
proacbing tempest; tbe cattle, tbe deer, and 
otber inbabitants of tbe walks of tbe forest, 
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tnthdraw to the inmost recesses of their pas- 
tures ; the sheep crowd iato their fold ; and the 
duU stupor of universal nature, whether animate 
or inanimate, presages its speedily awaking into 
general convulsion and disturbance, when the 
lurid lightning shall hiss at command of the 
diapason of the thunder. 

' It was thus that, in deep suspense, those wh« 
had come to the church in arms at the summons 
of the Douglas, awaited and expected every 
moment a signal to attack ; while the soldiers of 
the English garrison, aware of the evil disposi- 
tion of the natives towards them, were reckoning 
every moment when the well-known shout of 
" Bows and bills !" should give signal for a gene- 
ral conflict, and both parties, gazing fiercely upoa. 
each other, seemed to expect the fatal onset. 

Notwithstanding the tempest, which appeared 

every moment ready to burst, the Archbishop of 

Glasgow procee4ed with the utmost solemnity to 

perform the ceremonies proper to the day; he 

.paused from time to time to survey the throng, 

:as if to calculate whether the turbulent passions 

VOL. IV. K 



■«f tiiose aroand him would be so long kept uader 
as to admit of his duties being brought to a dose 
in a manner becoming the time and place* 

The prelate had just eondiuded the service^ 
*lAen a person advanced towards him with a 
solemn and mournful aspect, and asked if the 
reverend father could deyote a few moments t» 
^ administer coiAfort to a dying man who was lying 
wounded close by. 

The churchman signified a ready acquiescence^ 
amidst a stillness which, when he surveyed the 
lowering brows of one party at least of those who 
were in the church, bod/ad no peaceable termina* 
tion to this &ted day. The &ther motioned to 
iiie messenger to show him the way, and proceed*- 
ed on his nussion, attended by some of those who 
were understood to be followers of the Douglasi 

There was something peculiarly striking, if 
not suspicious, in the interview which followed. 
In a subterranean vault was deposited the perscm 
of a large tall man, whose blood flowed oopiously 
•through two <v three ghastly wounds, and streann 
^ed amongst the trusses of straw on which he lay ; 
while his features exhibited a mixture of stem- 
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ness aBd ferodty, wMck seemed prompt to kindle 
into a still more sa,rage expression. 

The reader will probably conjecture that the 
person in question was no odier than Michael 
Tombull, who, wounded in the rencounter of the 
morning, had been left by some of his firiettda 
fipon the straw, which was arranged for him by 
way of couch, to live or die as he best couldk 
The Prelate, on entering theiranlt, lost no time in 
calling the attention of the wounded man to. the 
state of his spiritual affairs, and assisting him to 
such comfort as the doctrine of the church directed 
should be administered to departing sinners. The 
words exchanged between them were of that 
grave and severe character which passes betweea 
the ghostly father and his pupil, when one world 
is rolling away from the view of the sinner, and 
another is displaying itself in all its terrors, and 
thundering in the ear of die pmiitent that retri- 
bution which the deeds done in the flesh must 
needs prepare him to expect This is one of the 
most solemn meetings which can take place be.-^ 
tween earthly beings ; and die courageous eha<-^ 
meter of the Jedwood forest^^r, as well as the hd^ 
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nevolent and pious expression of the old churcli" 
man, considerably enhanced the pathos of the 
ijcene, 

" Tumbull/* said the churchman, " I trust 
you will believe me when I say, that it grieves 
my heart to see thee brought to this situation by 
wounds which, it is my duty to tell you, you 
must consider mortal." 

** Is the chase ended then ?" said the Jedwood 
man, with a sigh* ^^ I care not, good father, for 
I think I have borne me as becomes a gallant 
quarry, and that the old forest has lost no credit 
by me, whether in pursuit, or in bringing to bay ; 
and even in this last matter^ methinks this gay 
English knight would not have come off with 
6ucb advantage had the ground on which we 
stood been alike indifferent to both, or had I been 
aware of his onset ; but it will be seen, by any 
one who takes the trouble to examine, that poor 
Michael Tumbull's foot slipped twice in the 
mel^e, otherwise it had not been his &te to be 
lying here in the dead-thraw;* while yonder 
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Southron would probably have died like a dog, 
upon this bloody straw, in liis place/* 

The bishop replied, advising his penitent to 
turn from vindictive thoughts respecting the 
death of others, and endeavour to fix his atten- 
tion upon his own departure from existence, 
which seemed shortly about to take place. 

** Nay," replied the wounded man, ** you, 
father, undoubtedly know best what is fit for me 
to do ; yet methinks it would not be very well 
with me, if I had prolonged to this time of day 
the task of revising my life, and I am not the 
man to deny that mine has been a bloody and a 
desperate one. But you will grant me I never 
bore malice to a brave enemy for having done 
me an injury, and show me the man« being a 
Scotchman born, and having a natural love for 
his own country, who hath not, in these times, 
rather preferred a steel cap to a hat and feather, 
or who hath not been more conversant with 
drawn blades than with prayer-book; and you 
yourself know, father,, whether,^ in our proceed- 
ings against the English interest, we have not 
uniformly had the countenance of the sincere 
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fatheiB of the Scottiah Churcli, and whether we 
have not been exhorted to take arms and make 
use of them for the honour of the King of Scot* 
land, and the defence of our own rights." 

<^ T^ndoubtedly," said the prelate, '^ such have 
been our exhortations towards our oppressed 
countrymen, nor do I now teach you a different 
doctrine ; nevertheless, having now blood around 
me, and a dying man before me, I have need to 
pray that I have not been misled from the true 
path, and thus become the means of misdirecting 
others. May Heaven forgive me if I have done 
so, since I have only to plead my sincere and 
honest intention in excuse for the erroneous 
counsel which I may have given to you and 
others touching th«se wars. I am conscious that 
in encouraging you so to stain your swords in 
blood, I have departed in some degree from the 
character 6f my profession, which enjoins that 
we neither shed blood, nor are the occasion of its 
being shed. May Heaven enable us to obey 
our duties and to repent of our errors, especially 
such as have occasioned the death or distress of 
our fellow-creatures ! And, above all, may this 
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dying* Christian become aware of his erroirs, ani* 
repent with sincerity of having done to others 
that which he would not willingly hare suffered 
at their hand P* 

^ For that matter," answered Tumbull, << the 
time has never been when I would not exchange 
a blow with the best man who ever lived ; and 
if I was not in constant practice of the sword, it 
was because I have been brought up to the use 
of the Jedwood-axe, which the English call a 
partisan, and. which makes little difference, I 
understand, from the sword and poniard." 

'^ The distinction is not great," said the bi* 
shop ; " but I fear, my friend, that life taken 
with what you call the Jedwood-axe, gives you 
no privilege over him who^ commits the same 
deed^ and inflicts the same injury, with any 
other weapon." 

** Nay, worthy fiather," said the paiitent, ** I 
must own that the effect of the weapons is the 
same, as fax as concerns the man who suffers; 
but I would pray of you information, why a Jed- 
wood man ought not to use, as is the custom of 
his country, a Jedwood-axe, being, as is implied 
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in the name, tlie offensive weapon proper to his 
country ?'* 

^^ The crime of murder," said the bishop, 
<^ consists not in the weapon with which the 
crime is inflicted, but in the pain which the mur* 
derer inflicts upon his fellow-creature, and the 
breach of good order which he introduces into 
heaven's lovely and peaceable creation ; and it is 
by turning your repentance upon this crime that 
you may fairly expect to propitiate Heaven for 
your offences, and at the same time to escape 
the consequences which are denounced in Holy 
Writ against those by whom man's blood shall 
be shed." 

<^ But, good &ther," said the wounded mail, 
'^ you know as well as any one, that in this com- 
|)any, and in this very church, there are upon the 
watch scores of both Scotchmen and English- 
men, who come here not so much to discharge 
the religious duties of the day, as literally to 
bereave each other of their lives, and give a new • 
example of the horror of those feuds which the 
two extremities of Britain nourish against each 
other. What conduct, then, is a popr man like 
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me to hold ? Am I not to raise this hand against 
the English, which methinks I can still make a 
tolerably efficient one — or am I, for the first time 
in my life, to hear the war-cry when it is raised, 
and hold back my sword from the slaughter? 
Methinks it will be difficult, perhaps altogether 
impossible, for me to do so ; but if such is the 
|)leasure of Heaven, and your advice, most reve- 
rend father, unquestionably I must do my best 
to be governed by your directions, as of one who 
has a right and title to direct us in every dilem- 
ma, or case, as they term it, of troubled con- 
science," 

" Unquestionably," said the archbishop, " it 
is my duty, as I have already said, to give no 
occasic>n this day for the shedding of blood, or 
the breach of peace ; and I must charge you, as 
my penitent, that upon your soul's safety, you do 
not minister any occasion to affiray or bloodshed, 
either by maintaining such in your own person, 
or inciting others to the same ; for by following 
u different course of advice, I am certain that 
you, as well as myself, would act sinfully and 
out of character/* 

N 2 
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^^ So I will endeavoui to think, rererend father/' 
answered the huntsman ; '^ nevertheless I hope 
it will be remembered in my favour, that I am 
^e first person bearing the surname of TmrnbuU, 
together with the proper name of the Prince of 
Archangels himself, who has at any time been 
able to sustain the affront occasioned by the pre- 
sence of a southron with a drawn sword, and was 
*not thereby provoked to pluck forth his own 
weapon, and to lay about him/' 
. ^^ Take care, my son," returned the Prelate 
.of Glasgow^ ^' and observe, that even now thou 
art departing from those resolutions which, but 
a few 'minutes since, thpu didst adopt upon seri- 
pus and just consideration; wherefore do not be, 
.O my &(m ! like the sow that has wallowed in the 
mire, and, having been washed, repeats its act of 
pollution, and becomes again yet fouler than it 
lyas before." 

" Well, reverend father," replied the wounded 
man, ^^ although it seems almost unnatural for 
Scottish men and English to meet and part with* 
out a buffet, yet I will endeavour most faithfully 
not to minister any occasion of strife, nor, if 
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pomble, to snatch at any sucli occasion ai shatt 
be ministered to me/' 

<< In doing so/' rammed the bishop, ^ thou wilt 
best atone for the injury which thou hast done to 
the law of Heaven upon former occasions, and 
tiiou shalt prevent the causes for strife betwixt 
thee and thy brethren of the southern land, and 
ahalt eschew the temptation towards that blood- 
guiltiness which is so rife in this our day and 
generatum* Anddo not think that I am imposing 
upon thee, by these admonitions, a duty more 
difficult than it is in thy covenant to bear, as a 
man and as a Christian* I myself am a man, and 
a Scotchman, and, as such, I feel offended at the 
unjust conduct of the English towards our coun- 
try and sovereign; and thinking as you do your- 
self I know what you must suffer when you are. 
obliged to submit to national insults, unretaliated. 
and unrevenged. But let us not conceive our- 
selves the agents of that retributive vengeance 
which Heaven has, in a peculiar degree, decla- 
red to be its own attribute. L<et us, while we 
see and feel the injuries inflicted on our own 
country, not forget that our own raids, ambus^ 
cades, and surprisals, have been at least equally 
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&tal to the English as their attacks and foraya 
have been to us ; and, in short, let the mutual 
injuries of the crosses of Saint Andrew and of 
Saint George be no longer considered as hos* 
tile to the inhabitants of the opposite district, at 
least during the festivals of religiop ; but as they 
are mutually signs of redemption, let them be» 
in like manner, intimations of forbearance and 
pAeace on both sides." 

^^ I am contented,'' answered Tumbull, <' to 
abstain from all offences towards others, and shall 
even endeavour to keep myself from resenting 
those of others towards me, in the hope of bring- 
ing to pass such a quiet and godly state of things 
^as your words^ reverend &ther, induce me to 
expect'' Turning his face to the wall, the Bor-» 
derer lay in stern expectation of approaching 
•death, which the bishop left him to contemplate. 

The peaceful disposition which the prelate had 
inspired into Michael TurnbuU, had in some 
degree diffused itself among those present, who 
heard with awe the spiritual admonition to sus-^ 
pend the national antipathy, and remain in truce 
jmd amity with each other. Heaven had, how^ 
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ever, decreed tli^t the national quarrel, in which 
so much blood had been sacrificed, should that 
day again be the oecasion of deadly strife. 

A loud flourish of trumpets,' seeming to pro- 
ceed from beneath the earth, now rung through 
the church, and roused the attention of the sol- 
diers and worshippers then assembled. Most of 
those who heard these warlike sounds, betook 
themselves to their weapons, as if they considerell 
it useless to wait any longer for the signal of 
conflict. ^ Hoarse voices, rude exclamations, the 
rattle of swords against their sheathes, or their 
clashing against other pieces of armour, gave an 
awful presage of an onset, which, however, was 
for a time averted by the exhortations of the arch-> 
biAop. A second flourisK of trumpets having 
taken place, the voice of a herald made procla« 
mation to the following purpose : — 

*^ That whereas there were many noble pur- 
suivants of chivalry presently assembled in the 
Kirk of Douglas, and whereas there existed 
among them the usual causes of quarrel and 
points of debate for their advancement in chi- 
valry, therefore the Scottish knights were ready 
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to figlit any somber q{ the EngHsli who might, 
be agreed, either upon the Miperior beauty of 
their ladiets, or upon the national quarrel in any 
of its branches, or up<m whatsoever point might 
be at issue between them„ which should be 
deemed satis&ctory ground oi quarrel by both ; 
and the knights who should chance to be worsted 
in such dispute, should renounce the prosecution 
thereof or the bearing arms therein thereafter, 
with such other conditions^ to ensue upon their 
defeat as might be agreed upon by a council of 
the knights present at the Kirk of Douglas afore- 
said. But foremost of all, any number of Scot- 
tish knights, from one to twenty, will defend the 
quarrel which has already drawn blood, touching 
the freedom of Lady Augusta de Berkely, and 
the rendition of Douglas Castle to the owner 
here present. Wherefore it is required that the 
English knights do intimate their consent that 
such trial of valour take place, which, according 
to the rules of chivalry, they cannot refuse, with- 
out losing utterly the reputation of valour, and 
incurring the diminution of such other degree 
of estimation as a courageous pursuivant of arms 
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would wilUngly be held in, both by the good 
knights of his own country, and those of others." 

This unexpected gage of battle realized the 
worst fears of those who had looked with suspi • 
cion on the extraordinary asf^mblage this day 
of the dependants of the House of Douglas. 
After a short pause, the trumpets againjfiourished 
lustily, when the reply of the English knights 
was made in the foUowing terms :— 

" That God forbid the rights and privileges of 
England's knights, and the beauty of her damsels, 
should not be asserted by her children, or^that 
such English knights as were here assembled, 
should show the least backwardness to accept 
the combat offered, whether grounded upon the 
superior beauty of their ladies, or whether upon 
the causes of dispute between the countries, for 
either or all of which the knights of England 
here present were willing to do battle in the 
terms of the indenture aforesaid, while sword 
and lance shall endure. Saving and excepting 
the surrender of the Castle of Douglas, which 
.can be rendered to no one but England's king» 
or those acting under his orders." 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Cry tlie wild war-note, let the champions pass. 

Do bravely each, and God defend the right ; 

Upon Saint Andrew thrice can they thus cry. 

And thrice they shout on height. 

And then marked them on the Englishmen^ 

As I have told you right* 

Saint George the bright, our ladies* knight, 

To name they were full fain ; 

Our Englishmen they cried on height, 

And thrice they shout again. 

Old Ballad. 

The extraordinary crisis mentioned in the 
preceding chapter, was the cause, as may be 
supposed, of the leaders on both sides now 
throwing aside all concealment, and displaying 
their utmost strength, by marshalling their 
respective adherents; the renowned Knight of 
Douglas, with Sir Malcolm Fleming and other 
distinguished cavaliers, were seen in close con* 
sultation. 
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Sir John de Walton, startled by the first flou- 
rish of trumpets, while anxiously endeavouring 
to secure a retreat for the Lady Augusta, was in 
a moment seen, collecting his followers, in which 
he was assisted by the active friendship of the 
Knight of Valence. 

The Lady of Berkely showed no craven spirit 
at these warlike preparations; she advanced, 
closely followed by the faithful Bertram, and a 
female in a riding-hood, whose face, though care- 
fully concealed, was no other than that of the 
unfortunate Margaret de Haudieu, whose worst 
fears had been realized as to the faithlessness of 
her betrothed knight 

A pause ensued, which for some time no one 
present thought himself of authority sufficient to 
break. 

At last the Knight of Douglas stepped for- 
ward and said, loudly, ^^ I wait to know whether 
Sir John de Walton requests leave of James of 
Douglas, to evacuate his castle without further 
wasting that daylight which might show us to 
judge a fair field, and whether he craves Dou- 
glas's leave and protection in doing so ?" 
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Tie Elnight of Walton drew lus sword. ^ I 
kold the Castle of Douglasj" he said, ^^ in spita 
ff all deadly, — ^and neyer will I ask the proteo* 
lion from any one which my own sword is com- 
petent to afford me !" 

H I stand by yon, Sir John,'' said Aymer de 
Valence, ^^ as your true comrade, against what- 
ever odds may oppose themselves to us." 

*^ Courage, noble English," said the voice of 
Greenleaf ; '^ take your weapons, in God's name. 
Bows and bills ! bows and bills ! — A messenger 
brings us notice that Pembroke is in full marcb 
hither from the borders of Ayrshire, and will be 
with us in half an hour. Fight on, gallant Eng- 
lish ! Valence to the rescue ! and long life to 
the gstUant Earl of PembrokeJ." 

Those English within and around the churchy, 
no longer delayed to take arms, and De Vi^alton, 
crying out at the height of his voice, ^^ I implore 
llie Douglas to look nearly to the safety of the 
ladies," fought his way to the church door; the 
Scottish finding themselves unable to resist the 
impression of terror which affected them at the 
sight of this renowned knight, seconded by his 
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Ikrother»iii-antts, both of whom had been so long 
the terror of the district* ii( the meantime, it 
IS piMsible that De Walton might altogether have 
forced his way out of the church, had he not been 
met boldly by the young son of Thomas Dickson 
of Hazelftide, while his father was receiving from 
JDouglas the charge of preserving the stranger 
ladies from all harm from the fight, which, so 
long suspended, was now on the point of taking 
place. 

De Walton, in the meantime, cast his eye upon 
the Lady Augusta, with a desire of rushing to 
tike rescue ; but was forced to conclude, that he 
provided best for her safety by leaving her under 
the protection of Douglas's honour. 

Young Dickson, in the meantime, heaped blow 
on blow, seconding with all his juvenile courage 
every effort he could make, in order to attain the 
prize due to the conqueror of the renowned De 
Walton. 

^^ Silly boy," at length said Sir John, who had 
for some time forborne the stripling, « take, then, 
jihy death from a noble hand, since thou preferrest 
that to peace and length of days." 
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" I care not,** said the Scottish youth, with 
his dying breath ; " I have lived long enough, 
since I have kept you so long in the place where 
you now stand.** 

And the youth said truly, for as he fell never 
again to rise, the Douglas stood in his place, 
and without a word spoken, again engaged with 
De Walton in the same formidable single com- 
bat, by which they had already been distin- 
guished, but with even additional fury. Aymer 
de Valence drew up to his friend De Walton*s 
left hand, and seemed but to desire the apology 
of one of Douglas's people attempting to second 
him, to join in the fray; but as he saw no person' 
who seemed disposed to give him such oppor-' 
tunity, he repressed the inclination, and remained 
an unwiUiQg spectator. At length it seemed as if 
Fleming, who stood foremost among the Scottish' 
knights, was desirous to measure his sword with 
De Valence. Aymer himself, burning with the 
desire of combat, at last called out, <^ Faithless 
Knight of Boghall ! step forth and defend your-*^ 
self against the imputation of having deserted 
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your lady love, and of being a mansworn disgrace 
to the rolls of chivalry !" 

'^ My answer," said Fleming, <^ even to a less 
gross taunt, hangs by my side." In an instant 
)iis sword was in his hand, and even the practised 
warriors who looked on felt difficulty in dis- 
covering the progress of the str|fe, which rather 
resembled a thundernstorm in a mountainous 
country, than the stroke and parry of two swords^ 
offending on the one side, and keeping the de- 
fensive on the other* 

. Their blows were exchanged with surprising 
tapidity; and although the two combatants did 
not equal Douglas and De Walton in maintain- 
ing a certain degree of reserve, founded upon 
a respect which these knights mutually enter- 
tained for each other, yet the want of art was 
supplied by a degree of fury, which gave chance 
at least an equal share in the issue. 

Seeing their superiors thus desperately enga- 
ged, the partisans, as they were accustomed^ 
stood still on either side, and looked on with the 
reverence which they instinctively paid to their 
commanders and leaders in arms. One or two 
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of die women were in the meanwkile attaracte^ 
according to the nature of the sex, by compasrion 
for those who had already experienced the ca- 
sualties of war. Young Dickson, breathing hit 
last among the feet of the combatants, was in 
some sort rescued from the tumult by the Lady 
de Berkely, in whom the action seemed less 
strange, owing to the pilgrim's dress which sh« 
^11 retained, and who in vain endeavcSlred t^ 
iK>licit the attention of the boy's &ther to die 
task in which she was engaged. 

<< Cumber yourself not, lady, about that which 
is boodess," said old Dickson, <^and distract not 
youp own attention and mine from preserving 
you, whom it is the Douglas's wish to rescue^ and 
whom, so please God and Saint Bride, I consider 
as placed by my chieftain under my chaise. Be* 
iiere me, this youth's death is in no way frargot^ 
ten, though diis be not die time to remember it# 
A dme will come for reeoUecdon, and an hour 
for revenge." 

So said die stem old man, reverting his eyes 
from the bloody corpse which lay at his feet, m 
model id beauty and strengdi. Having tiken 



CASTLE DAVGBBOUfiL 811 

one more anxious look, he turned round, and 
placed himself where he could best protect the 
Lady of Berkely, not again turning his eyes on 
his son's body. 

In the interim the combat continued, Mrithout 
tiie least cessation on either side, and without a 
decided advantage. At length, however, fate 
seemed disposed to interfere; the Knight of 
Fleming, pushing fiercely forward, and brought 
by chance almost close *tb the person of the Lady 
Margaret Hautlieu, missed his blow, and his foot 
sliding in the blood of the young victim, Dick- 
son, he fell before his antagonist, and was in 
imminent danger af being at his mercy, when 
Margaret de Hautlieu, who inherited the soul of 
a warrior, and, besides, was a very strong, as well 
as an undaunted person, seeing a mace of no great 
weight lying on the floor, where it had been 
dropt by the fallen Dickson, it at the same instant 
caught her eye, armed her hand, and intercepted 
or struck down the sword of Sir Aymer de 
Valence, who would otherwise have remained the 
*a»sler of the day at that interesting moment. 
^Fkmong had more to de to avail himself of an 
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unexpected chance of recovery, than to make a 
commentary upon the manner in which it had 
been so singularly brought about ; he instantly 
recovered the advantage he had lost, and was able 
in the ensuing close to trip up the feet of his 
antagonist, who fell on the pavement, while the 
voice of his conqueror, if he could properly be 
termed such, resounded through the church with 
the fatal words, /^ Yield thee, Aymer de Valence 
— ^rescue or no rescue— yield thee ! — yield thee!" 
he added, as he placed his sword to the throat of 
the fallen knight, ^^ not to me, but to this noble 
Lady — ^rescue or no rescue.'* 

With a heavy heart the English knight per- 
ceived that he had fairly lost so favourable an 
opportunity of acquiring fame, and was obliged 
to submit to his destiny, or be slain upon the 
spot* There was only one consolation, that no 
battle was ever more honourably sustained, being 
gained as much by accident as by valour. 

The fette of the protracted and desperate com- 
bat between Douglas and De Walton did not mudi 
longer remam in suspense ; indeed, the number 
of conquests in single combat achieved by the 
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Douglas in these wars, was so great, as to make 
it doubtfal whether he was not, in personal' 
fltrengtli and skill, even a superior knight to 
Bruce himself, and he was at least acknowledged 
nearly his equal in the art of war. 
- So however it was, that when three quarters 
of an hour had passed in hard contest, Douglas 
and De Walton, whose nerves were not actually 
of iron, began to show some signs that their W* 
man bodies were feeling the effect of the dread- 
ful exertion. Their blows began to be drawn 
more slowly, and were parried with less celerity. 
Douglas, seeing that the combat must soon come 
to an end, generously made a signal, intimating 
to his antagonist to hold his hand for an instant. 
** Brave De Walton,** he said, ** there is no 
mortal quarrel between us, and you must be 
sensible that in this passage of arms, Douglas, 
though he is only worth his sword and his cloak, 
has abstained from taking a decisive advanti^e 
when the chance of arms has more than once 
offered it. My fieithef's house, the broad do* 
mmns around it, the dwelling, and the graves of 

VOL. IV. ' o 



i 



Si 4 CA8TXE DANGSBOUS. 

my ancestorSy form a reasonable reward fmr a 
knight to fight for, and call upon me in an un^ 
perative voice to prosecute the strife wMck has 
sach an object, while yoa are as welcome to the 
noble lady, in all honour and safety, as if you: 
liad received her from the hands of King Ed- 
Ward himself; and I give you my word, that th« 
utmost honours which can attend a prisoner, and 
a careful absence of every thing like injury or 
insult, shall attend De Walton when he yiehfat 
«p &e castle, as well as his sword, to James eC 
Douglas." 

^ It is the fete to which I am perhaps doom^ 
ed,'* repKed Sir John de Walton ; " but never 
will I voluntarily embrace it, and never shall it 
be said that my own tongue, saving in the last 
^^xtremity, pronounced upon me the fetal sen* 
4ence to sink the point of my own sword. Pen»-. 
broke is upon the march with his whole army^ 
to rescue the garrison of Douglas^ I heac tke 
tramp of his horse^s feet even now^; and I will 
maintain my ground while I am within reach of 
support; nor do I fear that the breath which 
now beg^s to fail will not last long em>ugh to 
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vpbeld the straggle till tl^ airiyal of the exg- 
.peeted succoar* Come on, then, and treat me 
i^t as a child, but as one who, whether I stand 
or £adl, fears net to encounter the utmost force 
4^ my knightly antagonist" 

^^ So be it then," said Douglas, a darksome 
hue, like the lurid colour of the thunder-clouc^ 
changing his brow as he spoke, intimatmg thajt 
he meditated a speedy end to the contest, whe% 
just as the noise of horses' feet drew nigh, a 
.Welsh knight, known as such by the diminutive 
juze of his steed, his naked limbs, and his bloody 
apear, called out loudly to the combatants to hold 
iheir hands. 

" Is Pembroke near ?" said De Walton. 

<< No nearer than Loudon Hill," said the Pres* 
4antin ; ^^ but I bring his commands to John de 
.Walton." 

^^ I stand ready to obey them through erery 
idasger," answered the knight. 

" Woe is me," said the Welshman, ** that 
fny mouth should bring to the ears of so brave 
# man tidings so unwelcome ! The Earl of 
'^ettkhToke yesterday received information that 
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the Castle of Douglas Niras attacked by the son 
of the deceased Earl, and the whole inhabitants 
of the district. Pembroke, on hearing this, re- 
solved to march to your support, noble knighl^ 
with all the forces he had at his disposal. He 
did so, and accordingly entertained every assu- 
rance of relieving the castle, when unexpectedly 
he met, on Loudon Hill, a body of men of no 
very inferior force to his own, and having at their 
head that famous Bruce whom the Scottish rebels 
acknowledge as their king. He marched in- 
stantly to tho attack, swearing he would not even 
draw a comb through his grey beard until he had 
rid England of this recurring plague. BuLthe 
fate of war was against us." 

He stopt here for lack of breath. 

'^ I thought so !" exclaimed Douglas. '^ Ro- 
bert Bruce will now sleep at night, since he has 
paid home Pembroke for the slaughter of his 
friends and the dispersion of his army at MeCh-^ 
uen Wood. His men are, indeed, accustomed 
to meet with dangers, and to conquer them: 
those who follow him have been trained under 
Wallace, besides being partakers of the perils 
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of Bruce himself. It was thought that the waves 
had swallowed them when they shipped them- 
selves from the west; but know, that the Bruce 
was determined with the present reviving spring 
to awaken- his pretensions, and that he retires 
not from Scotland again while he lives, and while 
a single lord remains to set his foot by his sove- 
reign, in spite of all the power which has been so 
feloniously employed agiunst him." 

" It is even too true,** ^d the Welshman 
Meredith, ^^ altliough it is said by a proud 
Scotchman. — The Earl of Pembroke, complete- 
ly defeated, is unable to stir from Ayr, towards 
liehich he has retreated with great loss ; and he 
sends his instructions to Sir John de Walton, to 
make the best terms he can for the surrender of 
the Castle of Douglas, and trust nothing to his 
support." 

The Scottish, who heard this unexpected news, 
joined in a shout so loud and energetic, that the 
r(uns of the ancient church seemed actually to 
rock, and threaten to fall on the heads of those 
who were crowded within it. 

The brow of De Walton was overclouded at 
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the news of Pembroke's defeat, although in some 
respects it placed him at liberty to take measures 
or the safety of Lady Berkely. He could not^ 
howerer^ claim the same honourable terms which 
had been offered to him by Douglas before the 
news of the battle of Loudon Hill had arrived. 

*' Noble knight,** he said, " it is entirely at 
your pleasure to dictate the terms of surrender 
of your paternal castle ; nor have I a right to 
claim from you those conditions which, a little 
while since, your generosity put in my offer. 
But I submit to my &te ; and upon whatever 
terms you think fit to grant me, I must be con« 
tent to offer to surrender to you the weapon, of 
which I now put the point in the earth, in evi- 
dence that I will never more direct it against 
you until a fair ransom shall place it once more 
at my own disposal." 

** God forbid," answered the noble James of 
Douglas, *^ that I should take such advantage of 
lite bravest knight out of not a few who have 
found me work in battle ! I will take example 
from the Knight of Fleming, who has gallantly 
bestowed his captive in guerdon upon a noble 
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damsel here present ; and in like manner I tnou^ 
fer my claim ixpon. the person of the redoubted 
Knight of Walton, to the high and noble Lady 
Augusta Berkely, who, I hope, will not scorn 
to accept fi^om the Douglas a gift which the 
chance of war has thrown into his hands." 

Sir John de Walton, on hearing this unex*- 
pected decision, looked up like the traveller who 
discovers the beams of the sun breaking through 
and dispersing the tempest which has accompa- 
nied him for a whole morning. The Lady of 
Berkely recollected what became her rank, and 
showed her sense of ^e Douglas's chivalry* 
Hastily wiping oJOT the tears which had nnwifi- 
ingly flowed to her eyes, while her lover's safety 
and her own were resting on the precarious issue 
of a desperate combat, she assumed the Unit 
proper to a heroine of that age, who did not feel 
averse to accept the importance which was eon** 
ceded to her by the general voice of the chivalry 
of the period. Stepping forward, bearing her 
person gracefully, yet modestly, in the attitude 
of a lady accustomed to be looked to in diffi* 
iculties like the present, she adckessed the aud^ 
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^nce in a tone which might not hare misbecome 
the Goddess of Battle dispersing her influence 

« 

at the close of a field covered with th« dead and 
the dying. 

<^ The noble Douglas/' she said, ^^ shall not 
pass without a prize from the field which he has 
•«o nobly won. This rich string of brilliants, 
which my ancestor won. from the Sultan of Tre- 
bisond, iUelf a prize of battle, will be honoured 
by sustaining, under the Douglas's armour, a 
lock of hair, of the fortunate lady whom the vic- 
torious lord has adopted for his guide in chivalry ; 
;and if the Douglas, t^he shall adorn it with 
that lock, will permit the honoured lock of hair 
' which it now bears to retain its station, she on 
whose head it grew will hold it as a signal that 
poor Augusta de Berkely is pardoned for haying 
gaged any mortal man in strife with the Knight 
^f Douglas." 

" Woman's love," replied the Douglas, " shall 
not ditrorce this locket from my bosom, which I 
will keep till the last day of my life, as emble- 
jnatic of femaK worth and fenaale virtue. And, 
Aot to encroach upon the valued and honoured 
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province of Sir John de Walton, be it known to 
all men, that whoever shall say that Lady Au- 
gusta de Berkely has, in this entangled matteri 
acted otherwise than becomes the noblest of her 
sex, he will do well to be ready to maintain such 
a proposition with his lance, against James of 
Douglas, in a &ir field." 

This speech was heard with approbation on 
all sides ; and the news brought by Meredith of 
the defeat of the Earl of Pembroke, and his sub- 
sequent retreat, reconciled the fiercest of the 
English soldiers to the surrender of Douglas 
Castle. The necessary ciUditions were speedily 
agreed on, -which put the Scottish in possession 
of this stronghold, together with the stores, both 
of arms and ammunition, of every kind, which 
it eontained. The garrison had it to boast, that 
they obtained a free passage, with their horses 
and arms, to return by the shortest and safest 
route to the marches of England, without either 
suffering ot inflicting damage. 

Margaret of Hautlieu was not behmd in act- 
ing a generous part ; the gallant Knight of Va- 
lence was allowed to accompany his friend De 
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Walton and the Lady Augusto to England, ani 
without ransom. 

. The TeaeraUe prelate of Glasgow, seeuig 
wiiat appeared at one time likely to end in a 
general eonfiict, terminate so anspicionsly far 
Ills oonntry, contented himself with l>estx>wing' 
his blessing on the assembled multitude, and 
retiring with those w^o came to assist in the 
service of the day. 

• This surrender of Douglas Castle upon the 
Palm Sunday of Idth March, 1366-7, was the 
banning of a career of conquest which was 
uninterrupted, in whilh die greater part of liio 
strengths and fortresses of Scotland were yield«* 
ed to those who asserted th^ liberty of their 
eouiib7,mta the crowning mercy was gained 
in the celebrated field of Bannockbum, where 
Ae English sustained a defeat more disastrous 
than is mentmned upon any other occasion in 
their annals. Little need be said of the fate of 
the persons of this story. King Edward was 
greatly enraged at Sir John de Walton for ha- 
ving surrendered the Castle of Douglas, sea- 
ring at die same lime his own object, the envied 
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liaiid of ihe heiress of Berkely. The knights 
to whom he referred the matter as a subject of 
enquiry, gave it nevertheless as their opinion 
that De Walton was void of all censure, having 
discharged his duty in its fullest extent, till the 
commands of his superior officer obliged him to 
surrender the Dangerous Castle. 

A singular renewal of intercourse took place, 
many months afterwards, between Margaret 
of Hautlieu and h^ lover. Sir Malcolm Fle- 
ming. The use which the lady made of her 
freedom, and of the doom of the Scottish ParHa-* 
ment, which put her in possession of her fiither's 
inheritance, was to follow her adventurous spi« 
rit through dangers not usually encountered by 
those of her sex ; and the Lady of Hautlieu was 
not only a daring follower of the chase, but it 
was i^d that she was even not daunted in the 
battle-field. She remained faithful to the politi- 
cal principles which she had adopted at an eaiiy 
period ; and it seemed as if she had formed the 
gallant resolution of shaking the god Cupid from 
her horse's mane, if not treading him beneath 
her horse's feet. 
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The Fleming, although he had vanished from' 
the neighbourhood of the counties of Lanark and 
Ayr, made an attempt to state his apology to 
the Lady de Hautlieu herself, who returned his 
letter unopened, and remained to all appearance 
resolved never again to enter upon the topic of 
their original engagement. It chanced, how- 
ever, at a later period of the war with England, 
while Fleming was one night travelling upon the 
Border, after the ordinary fashion of one who 
sought adventures, a waiting-maid, equ]|>ped in 
a fEtntastic habit, asked the protection of his arm 
in the name of her lady, who, late in tl^e even- 
ing, had been made captive, she said, by certain 
ill-disposed caitiffs, who were carrying her by 
force through the forest The Fleming's lance 
was, of coilrse, in its rest, and wot > betide the 

M • 

faitour whose lot it was to encouip^ its thrust ; 
the first fell, incapable of fiurthili^ combat, and 
another of the felons encounta!ed the same hie 
with little more resistance. The lady, released 
from the discourteous cord which restrained her 
liberty, did not hesitate to join company with 
ihe brave knight by whom she had been rescued > 
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and although the darkness did not permit her to 
recognise her old lover in her liberator, yet she 
could' not but lend a willing ear to the conver- 
sation with which he entertained her^ as they 
proceeded on the way. He spoke of the fellen' 
caitiffs as being Englishmen, who found a plea- 
sure in exercising oppression and barbarities upon 
the wandering damsels of Scotland, and whose 
cause, therefore, the champions of that country 
were bound to avenge while the blood throbbed 
in their veins. He spoke of the injustice of the 
national quarrel which had afforded a pretence 
for such deliberate oppression; and the lady^ 
who herself had suffered so much by the inter- 
ference of the English in the affairs of Scot- 
land, readily acquiesced in the sentiments which 
he expressed on a subject which she had so much 
reason for regarding as an afflicting one. Her 
answer was given in the spirit of a person who 
would not hesitate, if the times should call for 
such an example, to defend even with her hand 
the rights which she asserted with her tongue. * 
Pleased with the sentiments which she ez« 
pressed, and recognising in her voice that secret 
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eharni} Irhieh^ once impressed v^n the hnmaii 
heart, is rarely wrought out df the reDieBdi>ntiiof 
by a long train of subsequent eventSi }ie abnort 
persuaded himself that the tones were famiHat 
to him, and had at one time fcNrmed the key to 
his innermost affections. In proceeding on th^ 
journey; the knighf s troubled state of mind waa 
augmented instead of being diminished. The 
•eenea of his earliest youth were recalled by cir« 
cumstances so slight, as would in ordinary cases 
have produced no effect whatsoever; the sentir- 
ments appeared simSar to those which his life 
|had been devoted to enforce, and he half per^ 
Auad^d himself that the dawn of day was to be 
:to him the beginning of a fortune equally mi^ 
gular and extra<»rdinary. 

In the niidst of this anxiety, Sir Malocte 
•Fleming had no anticipation that the lady whom 
.he had heretofore rejected was again thrown 
ixito his path, after years of absence; still lesph 

f^ir companion's countenance, was he prepared 
to believe that he was once again to term hdm- 
$^ the ehamj^ion of Mai^^aaret de Hattdie^ buA 



it mm so* The kdyv on tkU dirjeful morning 
wkeii she retired from the ehucdn of DougJas^v 
hod not reaohred (indeed what lady ever did ?) to 
lenounee, without Bome struggle, the beauties 
which she had once possessed. A long process 
«f time, employed under skilful hands, had suc- 
ceeded in obliterating the scars which remained 
aa the marks pf her fall. These were now con* 
siderably e&ced, and the lost organ of sight no 
longer appeared so great a blemish, concealed, 
as it was, by a black ribbon, and the arts, of the 
tirewoman, who made it her business to shadow 
it oyer by a lock of hair. In a word, he saw the 
aaese Margaret de Hautlieu, with no very dif- 
ferent style of expression frAn that which her 
£Ei«e, partaking of the high and passionate cha* 
xacter of her soul, had always presented* It 
aeemed to both, therefore, that their £gite, by 
hringing them together after ^'separation which 
appeared so decisis;, had intimated its ^fiai that 
Iheir fortunes were inseparable from each other* 
By the time that the summer sun had climbed 
high in the heavens, the twD travellers rode 
apart from thei« retinue, conveirsing together 
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with an eagerness which marked the important 
matters in discussion between them; and in a 
short time it was made generally known through. 
Scotland, that Sir Malcolm Fleming and the 
Lady Margaret de Hautlieu were to be united 
at the court of the good King Robert, and the 
husband invested with the honours of Biggar 
and Cumbernauld, an earldom so long known in 
the family of Fleming. 



The gentle reader is acquainted, that these 
are, in all probability, the last tales which it will 
be the lot of the Author to submit to the public. 
He is now on the eVe of visiting foreign parts ; a 
ship of war is commissioned by its Royal Master 
to carry the Author of Waverley to climates in 
which h^ may possibly obtain such a restoration 
of health as may serve him to spin his thread to 
an end in his own country. Had he continued 
to prosecute his usual literary labours, it seems 
indeed probable, that at the t0nn of years he 
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has already attained, the bowl, to use the pa- 
thetic language of Scripture, would have been 
broken at the fountain ; and little can one, who 
has enjoyed on the whole an uncommon share 
of the most inestimable of worldly blessings, be 
entitled to complain, that life, advancing to its 
period, should be attended with its usual pro- 
portions of shadows and storms. They have 
affected him at least in no more painful manner 
than is inseparable from the discharge of this part 
of the debt of humanity. Of those whose rela- 
tion to him in the ranks of life might have insured 
him their sympathy under indisposition, many 
are now no more ; and those who may yet follow 
in his wake, are entitled to expect, in bearing 
inevitable evils, an example of firmness and pa- 
tience, more especially on the part of one who 
has enjoyed no small good fortune during the 
course of his pilgrimage. 

The public have claims on his gratitude, for 
which the Author of Waverley has no adequate 
means of expression ; but he may be permitted 

a 

to hope, that the powers of his mind, such as 
they are, may not have a different date firom 
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tliose of his body ; and that he may again meet 
his patronizing fnends^if not exactly in his old 
iashion ot literature, at least in some branch, 
"which may not call forth the remark, that — 

Sttperfluous li^ tlie veteran on the stafCb 
Abbotsposd, Siptembert 1831, 



THE END. 
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